The Galilean Newsletter, June, 2019
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
Taking the Easter Message Outside
The major Church Festival that is celebrated in June is that of Pentecost. Now,
this already was a Jewish festival – the festival of the “first fruits” of the harvest
that were brought (in faith) and sacrificed at the Temple. Beautifully, this became
the occasion on which the “first fruits” of the Christian harvest was experienced
as 3,000 people were baptized after having heard in their own languages the
message of Jesus crucified and raised.
This awesome experience was the result of the Holy Spirit working in and through those first
believers, bestowing on them spiritual gifts (like being able to communicate with people in other
languages) that empowered them to take the Easter message outside and into the world. No longer
were the disciples, or this message, to be locked away in a room. Who Jesus is, and what Jesus has
done and is doing, is too good to be kept quiet about.
That same Holy Spirit continues to be at work in the world and right here among us all at Galilee. St.
Paul reminds us (1 Corinthians 12) that each of us who have been baptized into Christ have been
given at least one spiritual gift/ability to further His mission and ministry in the world. The question is:
“Are we using those gifts for the purpose intended?”
This Pentecost festival is our annual opportunity to both celebrate and recommit ourselves to the life
-giving work of taking the Easter message outside. This message was never meant to just be talked
about inside our church buildings. We are already benefitting from it. In addition, now, we are
entrusted with taking it with us, into the world, and seizing upon any opportunity that presents itself
to share who Jesus is to us, and who He intends to be for the world.
It’s Pentecost, and we’ve got stuff to do for the Lord. Ready. Set. Go!

Pastor Jay

June News & Events
What Do You Think?
During Holy Week someone anonymously sent me in the mail an article that he/she downloaded
from the website of a Southern Baptist preacher. The article was entitled “Let The Preacher Not
Draw Too Much Attention To Himself” and was critical of preachers who memorize and recite the
Scripture passages for the sermon. The author considers that an act of ego – showing off or trying
to impress – and this Southern Baptist preacher (who on his website references his 55 years of
preaching, the numerous people he has “led to Christ,” his education degrees, his numerous books,
and the cartoons that he creates and submits every week to a certain publication) thinks that that
gets in the way of the Gospel.
Since there was no note or signature and no return address with the article that was mailed to me, I
don’t know if the person who sent it thought that I would find this humorous or if the sender, likewise,
does not like it that I usually present the Gospel text orally from memory.
Well, let me take this opportunity to tell you why I do that. First of all, the feedback that I have gotten
is that many people find it more engaging. That is my experience when I have had other preachers
do that as well. I also do it because it gets me that much more in touch with the passage. It might
also be noted that this was the earliest way in which the Gospel of Jesus was shared with people.
There were no written Gospels to read, originally; and many people may not have been able to read.
Jesus ascended around 30A.D. but the earliest Gospel we have (St. Mark) scholars believe was not
written down until between 60-80A.D. (with Matthew and Luke 70-90 A.D., and John 90-100A.D.).
So, these stories were shared orally, from memory.
But what do you think? Does my presenting the Gospel text by memory come across as an egoexercise? Does it get in the way of your hearing the text? If so, I will want to discontinue. It certainly
would be easier for me each week to just read the text and not challenge myself with memorizing it.
Along with that, preaching from the pulpit would be much easier than standing out before you. I
would love to hear from you. And I welcome your comments. But please don’t do it anonymously so
that we can have a conversation that really gets to the matter.
Intending only to be of service,
Pastor Jay

Congregation Meeting
Sunday, June 9 at 10:00 am
Galilee Renovation Project
The purpose of this Congregational Meeting is to discuss and vote on the award of a construction
contract for the Galilee Lutheran Church Renovation Project (that includes renovation of the
Kitchen and adjacent Fellowship Hall facilities); and to approve proposed financing.
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June News and Events
“Being Church” vs. “Attending Church”
Recently I overheard a conversation that pastors were having online that seemed to strike a chord in
a lot of them. The first pastor asked, “What do you do when few people in your congregation are
unwilling to do anything? Do you nag and push? Do you work more yourself, even if alone? Do you
give up trying to do more? Do you go look for another call to another congregation, or do you just
complain to colleagues?” A second pastor immediately chimed in, “I was literally having this
conversation with myself!”
The responses were interesting. They ranged from “You have to find what they want to do (that fits
with your ministry)” to “Shrug your shoulders and learn ways to communicate ‘not my job’ in light,
non-anxious ways” (which seemed a bit passive-aggressive to me), to one pastor who shared that
he once followed two pastors who “did everything themselves or with their spouses” and “trained the
members NOT to do much.” He then, dejectedly said, “I spent a long time there trying to change the
culture, but in the end failed.”
Only one response seemed to offer anything truly helpful, and that was an observation and
distinction one pastor made between congregational members “being Church” verses “attending
church.” What that terminology suggested to me was that simply “attending” can be a very passive
posture, but “being Church” is all about our activity together.
The latter description is actually the only way that “the Church” is talked about and described in the
Bible. Followers of Jesus were not charged with “building buildings” but with “making
disciples” (Matthew 20:19) – doing things and shaping lives that proclaim Jesus’ message and
follow Jesus and His teachings. “Being Church” involves taking the time to “meet together” as a
community of faith in worship (Hebrews 10:25; I Cor. 11), and being of service to one another.
Some of this service has us doing things beyond our congregation. But some of this service involves
things like helping out with the worship service (e.g., as a greeter, usher, lector, communion
assistant, helping with communion set-up and clean-up). Galilee is no different than any other
congregation needing volunteers to help out. With your help, volunteering, and involvement we
become a congregation of action –“being Church” together.
In celebration of Christ,
Pastor Jay

Galilee Wednesday Morning Text Study
Our very popular and energetic weekly Text Study continues all summer! It’s a great way to
prepare for weekend worship by unpacking the Scripture Readings for the week. You are invited to
be a part of it. Every week attendance is not necessary…. But you will WANT TO!
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Galilee High School Graduates, 2019
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION BLESSING
Sunday, June 9th at the 10:30 worship
The Galilee Lutheran Church family will be blessing our newly graduated
high school seniors! We will celebrate the following graduates:
Kaye Doenier
I have been in the National Honor Society and with TRI - M for two years. I
have also been in the Kettle Moraine Chamber singers for three years as an
extracurricular activity, involved with Best Buddies for the last two years and
was an officer this year. I love reading and hanging out with friends on the
weekends.
In the fall I will be attending the University of Wisconsin-Madison where I’ll be
studying Industrial Engineering in the College of Engineering. This summer I
will be a Teacher's Assistant for Kettle Moraine Summer Academy.
Emma Keziah
Emma was actively involved with the Varsity Dance team at Pewaukee High
School throughout high school. She was a Dance Team Captain and
Homecoming Queen her Senior year. She also ran track and was a scholar
athlete. She plans to attend Western Carolina University in Cullowhee, North
Carolina in the fall.

Kelly Longhini
I will be graduating from Pewaukee High School as class salutatorian and a
High Honor Roll student of four years. Throughout high school, I was involved
in National Honor Society, Leadership Club, Forensics (earned a silver medal
at the state competition junior and senior year), Peers 4 Peers (Treasurer),
and Key Club (Officer). Swimming is also a passion of mine. I was on the
Lake Country Phoenix Swim Team for 8 years, and am currently a swim
instructor for their swim lesson program. In high school, I was on the varsity
swim team all four years, and was Captain my senior year. I will be attending
the University of Wisconsin-Madison where I plan to major in Neurobiology.
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Galilee High School Graduates, 2019 - continued
Maddie Raschka
Throughout my four years at Pewaukee High School I have been a high
honor roll student all four years and a National Honor Society member for the
past 2 years. I spent all four years as a member of the softball team, where I
received a scholar athlete award each year, as well as an honorable mention
all conference player award the past 3 seasons. I also spent the last few
years helping teach Sunday school here at Galilee, and that is something I
will dearly miss as I move on to college!
This fall I will be attending Winona State university, in Minnesota, where I will
be studying nursing!
Jenna Wille
In the fall I will be attending University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire majoring in
Nursing and eventually specialize in Pediatrics. I also hope to minor in
psychology. While attending Arrowhead High School, I participated in HOSA
(Health Occupations Students of America) and Psych Club and during my
senior year, I added Cross Country and Yearbook to the list activities. I spend
a lot of time working with Best Buddies within my community. In my free time
I enjoy reading, spending time with my family and friends, concerts, and
going to Starbucks.
In addition to these High School graduates, Collin Sternad graduated from UW-Eau Claire in
December (2018) with a degree in Nursing. He is working as an orthopedic nurse for Gundersen
Lutheran Medical Center in La Crosse. And Jason Berg recently graduated from Iowa State
University on May 11th with a Mechanical Engineering Degree. He will be working in St. Charles
Illinois at Smithfield Foods.
We will honor and bless these esteemed graduates and their parents on Sunday, June 9th - 10:30
AM worship. The congregation will present to each graduate a prayer blanket created with loving
care by our Prayer Blanket Ministry Team. The congregation and parents will then join their children
with a hands-on blessing.
We are requesting everyone be present for this very special celebration.
Please keep our graduates and their families in your prayers as they begin to transition into a new
chapter of their lives.
“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 8:38-39 (NRSV
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Sunday School
Thank you!
On behalf of the Sunday School Teachers and Staff, Confirmation Teachers, and
Adult Education Leaders, we give a big Thank You to Galilee for the Appreciation
Brunch on May 19th. Through the generous contribution of food items by many, this
was a delicious event. It is always such fun to get together in fellowship and be part
of the Galilee community. Thank you children for your Fruit of the Spirit musical
presentation.
This has been another wonderful Sunday School year with the support of so many, many talented
individuals giving of their time to teach the word of God as well as the children who have been here
each and every week to learn more about Jesus.
We wish you a pleasant Summer and look forward to seeing all the children at the return of Sunday
School in the Fall.
Barb Barthel – Sunday School

The ELCA Good Gifts Program
As a result of our recent Outreach Project in Sunday School we are able to
donate $423.32 to the ELCA Good Gifts Program for the purchase of
Bibles. The ELCA will be able to provide new growing Lutheran churches
around the world with Bibles in their own language to assist in preaching,
teaching, studying and sharing in God’s promise of love to all.
We do compete a little bit as we collect funds over the weeks and the girls
were again the winners with the total money contributed. However, the real
winners are indeed those who are able to have Bibles in their Congregation.
In addition we thank several Galilee members who also contributed to this
Outreach Project. What a wonderful way for Galilee
to reach out to the rest of the world.
Barb Barthel – Sunday School
Get Your Gratitude Attitude/Faith5 Blessing Cup
This Summer: Connect with God and Each Other - Anywhere, Anytime
What is included in each Cup?
 1-Faith5 Bookmark
 Variety of Bible passages connecting God’s Word -Compassion, Love, Joy,
and Gratitude to your life
 1-Galilee Lutheran Church Pen
 1-Sticky-note pad
 Instructions located on the back of the Blessing Cup describe how to use the Gratitude Attitude
Blessing Cup
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Healing Prayer Ministry
Galilee offers the ministry of healing prayer at all services on the first full weekend
of each month. This is the Lord’s ministry of love and grace for His people and it is
carried out by trained healing prayer lay ministers. During the distribution of Holy
Communion, God’s love, grace and healing power are present in the anointing with
blessed oil and the laying on of hands.
If you are interested in joining the healing prayer lay ministry team, or just want to learn more about
this important ministry, put Saturday, June 22, 2019 on your calendar. From 9:30 to 11:30 am,
there will be an information/training session in the Gathering Place at Galilee. Current team
members are also invited to attend for mutual encouragement and ministry updates. Attending this
session does not commit you to be on the healing prayer team. Please register for this event by
talking to Sharon Vitek (262-691-3996) or Krista Olia (262-790-9273). You can also e-mail Krista at
kristaolia@gmail.com.

Partnership News
ELCA Disaster Response
How have you liked this year’s spring weather?
I suspect that I’m not the only one who has
frequently thought “alas, another cold and wet day.”
However, millions of our brothers and sisters have experienced crippling disasters, not minor
disappointments.
Flooding has been widespread and scores of tornadoes appeared in April and May.
We can help those who have experienced peril. The Disaster Response of our ELCA does great
work! Your contributions will be welcomed and provide assistance for flood and tornado victims.
The ELCA Hunger Appeal
Our church, starting with our predecessor bodies, has worked on hunger issues for more than 40
years. Much aid has been provided.
The ELCA is in the final year of a five-year campaign to raise $115 million for World Hunger Relief.
$108 has been raised. Any gifts received by June 30 will count toward the $115 million goal.
Please indicate on your envelope (or check) whether your gift will go to the Hunger Appeal or
Disaster Response or both.
I look forward to talking to talking to you this month about this opportunity.
- Jim Olia, Partnership Ministry Coordinator
7

Galilee Care for Creation
Care for Creation and the Green Team Renewal
Galilee’s Care For Creation Goals
To promote awareness of the
environmental issues around us.
To promote commitment to personal life style changes.
To motivate us to community and global action on environmental issues.
To build our connection with God’s creation and live our lives in sustainable ways.
The Green Team is again an active Ministry Team at Galilee following a hiatus for a period of time.
Our initial emphasis will be assisting with the Stewardship of our “Church Home” building and
grounds.
Several individuals have continued to maintain much of the outdoors and the building and we are
certainly thankful to them.
Our Care for Creation recently resumed with our Intergenerational Event and the Earth Day
Celebration held on April 7th. A time for youth and adults to come together as we shared, interacted
and planted herbs of Jesus time to take home with us. Thank you Deacon Doug for a meaningful
event.
On Saturday, April 20th several Galilee members worked alongside the Boy Scout Group to bring our
grounds out of Winter into Spring. A lot was done to spruce up the areas in time for Easter Sunday.
Thank you to all who participated as you raked, placed mulch, replaced Lannon stone and started
work on our area for landscape debris.
As the Green Team continues to meet, we encourage you to join us and share your ideas. If you
have an interest please contact Joanie Bohlmann, jebohlmann@sbcglobal.net and let her know.
We will be putting together a schedule for areas of our property that individuals and families will be
able to volunteer to help maintain. This might include washing windows, weeding gardens, pulling
weeds and keeping up the Prayer Path. These are just some of the things you will be able to help
with. We will let you know when that is available and hope you will sign up to help with your Galilee
“home”.
In addition to grounds and landscape we are developing a list of concerns involving Energy and
Water. We will also share ideas on recycling and many other things that can be utilized at your
residence as well as our Galilee “home”.
There is much we can do as we work together in caring for God’s Creation. Thank you!
The Care for Creation Green Team
“Caring for Creation is A way of Life to be better Stewards of the earth that God
has entrusted to us.”
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Galilee Cover Girls
Hello, Galileans!
The Cover Girls will once again be working on a different project for
the summer. We will be making Personal Care Kits for Lutheran
World Relief. Each kit consists of:
ONE light to medium weight bath size towel (between 20 x 40” and
27 x 52’) dark color preferred.
TWO or THREE bath size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any
brand, in original wrapping.
ONE adult size toothbrush, in it’s original packaging. (Toothbrush multi-packs with perforations
separating individual toothbrushes may be used).
ONE sturdy, full size comb.
ONE metal nail clipper (attached file optional).
All items should be new. A good place to find many of these is at the Dollar Tree store on either
Silvernail or Meadowbrook Roads.
If you would like to contribute items toward making these kits, please put one (or more) of the
requested items in the bin marked COVER GIRLS located in the Coat Room. If it is easier for you to
contribute funds, please make a check payable to Galilee – Cover Girls and we can do the shopping
for you! If you have any questions, please contact Carole Brinkman at 262-691-4074.
Through your generosity, we were able to send 33 kits last year! Your assistance with this project is
greatly appreciated!
Sincerely,
THE COVER GIRLS
Mary Benrud, Carole Brinkman, Janet Johnson, Deneen Schmidt and Betty Kragenbrink

NEED Prayer Partners For Our
Summer Mission Trip Participants
Here’s What We Need:
Congregational members (all ages) who are willing to share prayerful,
thoughtful, encouraging words for our mission trip participants traveling to:
1) St. Louis, MO, Sunday, June 16th through Friday, June 21st
2) The Twin Cities, MN, Sunday, July 14th through Friday, July 19th.
Contact Deacon Doug for participant list and return prayers by Sunday, June 9th.
Here’s how it works: From participant list, write four separate prayers/notes to your selected prayer
partner. Prayers/Notes will be handed out on each overnight stay and return ride home.
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Connecting Ministries

Galilee Book Club

Pick-up Pickleball continues into the summer
months Monday evenings from 6:00 – 7:30 pm.
Paddles and balls are available for use as you
learn the sport. If the number of people exceed
the space available in our parking lot, we may
take the game to Village or Nettesheim tennis
courts in Pewaukee.

J. D. Vance, a graduate of
Yale Law School, writes a
memoir chronicling his
growing up in the abject
poverty of Appalachia. Even
after leaving Kentucky and
moving to Ohio, the reality of
the poverty, abuse,
alcoholism, and trauma follow
them and haunt the family to this day. A heartwrenching story of a family in crisis. Galilee
Book Club will be discussing "'Hillbilly Elegy: A
Memoir of a Family in Crisis" on Monday, June
27 at 4pm. We meet in the Gathering Place; all
are welcome.

Watch the weekly bulletin for up-to-date
information regarding location. For any
questions, contact Anne Riegert (414-7585003) or Mike Bohlman (262-303-1961).
Annual Church Picnic
Sunday, June 23rd 11:00 am – 2:00 pm
Nettesheim Park in Pewaukee

- Sharon Vitek
Prayer Shawl/Blanket Ministry
Celebration Dinner, Wednesday, June 12

All are invited to attend! Join us for brats and a
potluck luncheon; watch for the sign up board
in the Church Narthex. If you have never
attended before, you are most welcomed. This
is a great opportunity to informally talk to the
people next to you in the pews! A playground
is available for the children.
- Anne Reigert
Lutherdale Summer Camps
If your still making your summer plans,
consider spending time with Lutherdale. There
is still a 35% discount for the kids summer
camp programs along with Silver Camper
Days. If you are interested in honey or quilts,
there are days for you too. You can even travel
with Lutherdale or help build the Lutherdale
Lodge. There is really something for everyone!
For more details please see Lutherdale's
website www.lutherdale.org or contact Sara
Schroeder at tyme4party@yahoo.com or 262370-0227
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- Sara Schroeder

It’s that time of year again! All are invited to
attend our Ministry celebration! It will be held at
the Olive Garden on Wednesday night, June
12, 2019 at 6:30pm. (You will have the
opportunity to purchase the meal of your
choice.) Please join us for an evening of
celebration and fellowship!
For questions or to RSVP please contact Ann
Dee Austin 262-510-1002, Mary Benrud 262567-9141 or Kathy Akers 262-691-1014.
We look forward to your presence at this event!

Health & Wellness Ministries
We will meet on June 6th
at 9:45 am in the
Fellowship Hall. This
month our topic will be:
‘Revisiting Your Advance Directives’, led by
Jillian of Advance Care Planning at
Pro Health Care, Waukesha.

Ministry Staff Schedules

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Pastor Jay A. Ford, D.Min.
Director of Christian Life ~ Deacon Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Columbarium Administrator ~ Bill Braunschweig
Leadership Board Members ~ 2019
Steve Hanson - President
Matthew Strosin - Vice President
Susan Olson - Secretary
Ann Dee Austin - Member at large
Jeff Dohlby - Member at large
Chris Rudolph - Treasurer
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Theresa Opie
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Open
Administration ~ Jim Hagen & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Shelly Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Mary Stauber

Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
June 02
June 09 Open
June 16 Al & Sue Burgemeister
June 23 Don & Donna Fredrick
June 30 Open
To make a donation of flowers for the worship,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2019 Altar Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift! If you have any
questions, please call the church office at
262-691-2380.
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

Prayers and blessing for our mission trip participants
serving in St. Louis, MO.
Jesus tells us to “Go and do likewise.”
Luke 10:37 (From the Parable of the Good Samaritan)

High School Mission Trip
On Saturday, June 15th, the high school students and parents will
be leaving from the Galilee parking lot at 8:30 am to “Go and do likewise” for our brothers and
sisters in St Louis, MO. The students and parents will return Friday, June 21st about 3:30pm.
Please keep us and the people we will be serving in your prayers. Thank you to everyone who
supported the youth to make this trip possible. †Blessings and †Peace to everyone!
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The Readings
June 02

June 23

Acts 16:16-34

Isaiah 65:1-9

Psalm 97

Psalm 22:19-28

Revelation 22:12-14, 1617

Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 8:26-39

John 17:20-26
June 30
June 09
Genesis 11:1-9
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Acts 2:1-21
John 14:8-17 [25-27]

Summer Worship Schedule
June 16

Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 9:00 am
Holy Communion is served at both services
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Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Psalm 8
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15

1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
Psalm 16
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62

