The Galilean Newsletter, May, 2019
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay

The Season of New Life

What a joy it is to finally be in the Season of New Life! As the Church, we are
now in the fifty-day celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. But at the same time, as
Wisconsinites we finally are getting into the warmer weather and the joy of
seeing nature’s signs of new life blossoming all around us. What a joy!
Wisconsinites I have found to be pretty hearty people. Nevertheless, last month
everyone seemed more than ready to say good-bye to the snow and cold, and
get on with some warmer weather. I agree! Now I find most everyone up lifted
as the sun’s warmth beacons out new life not only in nature but in our own spirits as well.
As we welcome this Season of New Life, I want to take this opportunity to thank all the Galileans
who made our Lenten journey and Holy Week & Easter observance so meaningful. First, to all of
you who showed up and participated, thank you! Also, thank you to all of you who provided meals
for our Lenten Wednesday suppers. This is the most demanding time of the Church Year, and so I
want to acknowledge my sincere appreciation to Jane Kaufman for her office and publication
production, our Music Staff (Paul, Mary Kay, and Vince) along with choir and handbells for worship
leadership and enhancements, Judi Welch for the new outdoor signage for Holy Week, and Deacon
Doug for the planning and implementing the special youth and family spiritual formation events
during this season.
“Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed!” That is the message that calls us into new life this season.
Each week in worship we will now work to unpack that message to better understand it and its
implications for our everyday lives. I look forward to sharing this time with you.

Pastor Jay

May News & Events
“Pastor Jay, so what do we call you, now?” I have had this question posed to me by a number of
people as news has gotten out about my now having earned a Doctor of Ministry degree in Pastoral
Care and Counseling. “Do we call you ‘Dr. Ford’?” Well, no. No need to do that. I am your “pastor,”
and I prefer to simply be referred to as such. I do, however, appreciate your thoughtful
acknowledgement of this long sought after professional goal and accomplishment.
Annual Synod Assembly (May 31 – June 1)
Galilee’s two voting members to the Greater Milwaukee
Synod Assembly will be Deb Kohler and Pete Klatt. However,
you are also welcome to attend as visitors to our annual
gathering of 125 congregations of southeastern Wisconsin.
This year’s Assembly will be held at the Italian Community
Center in Milwaukee. Your prayers for our Bishop and the
Assembly are greatly appreciated.
ELCA Churchwide Assembly Comes to Milwaukee this Summer!
The ELCA holds a nationwide Assembly every three years. This year Milwaukee will be the host city
which allows us the opportunity to attend as visitors and volunteers. Of special importance will be
the election/re-election of our Presiding Bishop.
The dates are August 5-10. Check out this webpage for volunteer opportunities.
Thank you to all of our Christian Education Leaders!
As our Christian Education season draws to its seasonal close, please take this opportunity to thank
all of our teachers, shepherds, volunteers, and administrators. We have been so blessed through
your generous dedication of time and loving service during this year! Special thanks also goes to
Deacon Doug and Barb Barthel for their leadership throughout the year. Our students have
benefitted, and spiritual formation has been happening centered in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
Everyone in the congregation is now invited to share in the Appreciation Brunch planned for
Sunday, May 19 at 9:15am (Lower Level). Plan to attend.
Graduating? Let us know
In addition to our high school students, we welcome the opportunity of sharing
the news of any other graduations happening for Galileans. Please be sure to
inform the church office so that we can list such accomplishments in next
month’s newsletter.
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Galilee Healing Prayer Ministry
Galilee offers the ministry of healing prayer at all services on the first full weekend
of each month. This is the Lord’s ministry of love and grace for His people and it is
carried out by trained healing prayer lay ministers. During the distribution of Holy
Communion, God’s love, grace and healing power are present in the anointing with
blessed oil and the laying on of hands.
If you are interested in joining the healing prayer lay ministry team, or just want to
learn more about this important ministry, put Saturday, June 22, 2019 on your calendar. From 9:30
to 11:30 a.m., there will be an information/training session in the Gathering Place at Galilee. Current
team members are also invited to attend for mutual encouragement and ministry updates. Attending
this session does not commit you to be on the healing prayer team. Please register for this event by
talking to Sharon Vitek (262-691-3996) or Krista Olia (262-790-9273). You can also e-mail Krista at
kristaolia@gmail.com.
- Krista Olia

Sunday School
Sunday School 2018-2019 is ending soon. Our last day of classes is May 12th.
This has been another terrific year. The opening worship times are such fun, the
teacher-student relationships wonderful to experience and our various Outreach
opportunities so rewarding.
The year will again end with an Education Leader Appreciation Brunch to be
held on Sunday, May 19th between services. All Galilee members are invited to
attend as we celebrate the gifts that have been given to Galilee by so many. This is held to honor
the Adult Education Leaders, the Confirmation Leaders and the Sunday Teachers and Staff. There
will be an opportunity to provide food for the celebration and a sign-up poster will be in the Narthex.
Thank you for considering a contribution to this Special Gathering. We look forward to seeing you at
the Brunch.
We end our year with our Outreach Project to benefit the ELCA Good Gifts Program. We continue to
collect monetary donations in our Pig Banks through May 12th. The funds will be forwarded to the
ELCA Good Gifts Program for the purchase of items the children choose in mid-May. We might pick
chickens, or water purification, or fruit trees, or honeybees, Bibles or school supplies, or any of the
items offered to help those in need throughout the world. .
The Good Gifts Program is not just for the Sunday School children. Any member of Galilee is
welcome to participate as well. You can place your donation in an envelope in the offering plate
marked “ELCA GOOD GIFTS” and we will combine it with the Sunday School donations. We thank
you all for considering adding to the Program.
On behalf of all those involved with the Sunday School Education we say THANK YOU for the
opportunity to be with the children and for all the support you have given. We look forward to again
being together in the Fall.
- Barb Barthel , Sunday School
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May Adult & High School Christian Education
Sunday, May 5th, 9:15-10:15am
in the Gathering Place
The Journey of Unbelief to Faith - (Part 2 of 3 Sessions)
Session 2: Tim Jorgenson, author of the novel “The
Night Is Far Gone”, will be sharing his perspectives on
faith journeys as evident in the lives of the Romanovs, in
the lives of those in their household, and in his own life.
Drifting from Christian faith as a kid, Tim was eventually
drawn back into a life of faith, thanks to God, family, and
friends. In this session we’ll have an opportunity to
compare and contrast Tim’s quiet faith journey with the
dramatic faith journey of C. S. Gibbes, English tutor to
the Romanov children.

Sunday, May 12th, 9:15-10:15am
in the Gathering Place
The Journey of Unbelief to Faith - (Part 3 of 3 Sessions)
Session 3: “Dead Is Dead”; On the streets of New
Orleans, Eddie Balfour experienced strong anti-Jewish
sentiment. “Imagine walking to school every day and
having an organized group of young children standing
on the corner where the police lady is taking you across
the street, yelling at the top of their lungs, ‘Christ-killer!
Christ-killer! You killed Jesus Christ!’ I don’t even know if
these children knew what they were screaming, but it was certainly intimidating to Jewish children.”
In this session we will discover how the Holy Spirit guided his transformation from unbelief to Faith,
into New Life, and the love of Jesus Christ.
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Youth Bake Sale Fundraiser
Youth Bake Sale:
Sunday May 5th

For our Youth Summer Mission Trips to
St. Louis, MO and the Twin Cities, MN
What to Bring: (Please bring by 8:45 am)
Cookies in packages of 6

Cupcakes in packages of 3

Candies in secure, small baggies

Galilee Mission Trips Meeting
Sunday, May 5,
11:45a -12:30pm

Meet in the Gathering Place
We will discuss final trip preparation and trip details
Bring to the Meeting:
 All completed forms
 Final payment
 Questions
† High School Mission Trip
St. Louis, MO. (NOTE: Open to 8th graders who will begin 9th grade this fall)
WHEN: Saturday June 15th - Friday, June 21st
† Middle School Mission Trip
Twin Cities, MN. (NOTE: Open to 6th graders who will begin 7th grade this fall)
WHEN: Saturday, July 13th - Friday, July 19th
† Please write check payable to Galilee Lutheran Church, Memo: “High School Mission Trip 2019” or “Middle School
Mission Trip 2019” and return to Deacon Doug.
(Questions? Contact Deacon Doug at 414-531-7014 or douglas.krekling@galileelc.org)
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Prayer Partners Request for our Youth
Requesting Prayer Partners
for our Youth Summer Mission Trip Participants
(Please return by June 9th)

Here’s What We Need:
Congregational members (all ages) who are willing to share prayerful, thoughtful, encouraging
words for our mission trip participants traveling to St. Louis, MO, Sat., June 15 th-Fri., June 21st
and Twin Cities, MN, Sat., July 13th-Fri., 19th. Contact Deacon Doug for participant list and return
prayers by Sunday, June 9th.
Here’s How It Works:
1. Contact Deacon for participant list
2. Write four separate prayers/notes to your selected prayer partner
1st Prayer/Note - handed out 1st overnight stay
2nd Prayer/Note - handed out 2nd night (following Monday night devotions)
3rd Prayer/Note - handed out 4th night (following Wednesday night devotions)
4th Prayer/Note - handed out during the return ride home
Here’s What You Do:
1. Address an envelop with the full name of your prayer partner
2. Write a prayer/note to your prayer partner
3. Mark the envelope in the order you wish your prayer/note to be received - 1st Night, 2nd Night, 3rd
Night & Ride Home
4. Insert your each prayer/note into each envelop
5. Seal each envelop
6. Return all envelops to Deacon Doug no later then Sunday, June 9th
Here Are “Food For Thought” Topics:
 Health, safety & travel
 For the people we do not yet know
 Unity - All people are created in the image of God - no matter rich, poor, color of skin,
nationality, ethnicity.
 Reserve judgment, prevent stereotyping, avoid negative labels
 Boldness, courage and faith to step out of comfort zone
 Love your neighbor as yourself…
 Go and do likewise… (Jesus’ response when asked. “who is my neighbor?”)
 Opportunities to listen, learn and grow in compassion and love
 Expanded view and insight about and for God and God’s creation
 Spiritual insights & wisdom
 Being aware - feeling the nudgings of the Holy Spirit
 Seeing the work of the Holy Spirit in themselves & in others
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Faith in Action, May 15

Confirmation Mini-retreat
Sunday, May 19, 2019
4:00-5:30 PM

Open to all Galileans!
Wednesday, May 15th
5:00 PM-8:00 PM

St Paul's Lutheran Church, Mke
Help serve food, beverages, assist with
Kim’s Closet & Two Tunics and help pass
out Hygiene Blessing Bags.
Invite a friend to signup.
Gently used clothing is always appreciated.
NOTE: Confirmation Students will receive 4
service hours toward their 12 required hrs.

†
"Gathering For Self-Control”
The 9th Fruit of the Spirit
“By contrast, the Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”
Galatians 5:22-23

Please REGISTER HERE on SignUp Genius
NOTE: 1. "General permission & Medical Forms" for all
under-age participants must be submitted to Deacon Doug prior
to departure 2. Volunteer drivers must have completed & turned
in their "Covenant for Drivers Forms" prior to driving.

Movie Time at Galilee

The Fruit of the Spirit
Sunday, May 19th
‘Fruit of the Spirit’ performance by all Sunday
School and Confirmation Students

Movie Time At Galilee
Sunday, May 5th 12:00pm
Meet in the Gathering Place
Light Lunch Included

Teacher Appreciation Brunch at 9:15 am and
10:30 am worship service

AMISH GRACE is the true story of how an
Amish community forgives a man who kills
many of their young school children. The
troubling theme is handled exceptionally well;
the Christian message of forgiveness shines
through. Discussion will follow.
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Partnership Ministries News
Meru Partnership News
The Diocese of Meru and the Greater Milwaukee Synod celebrate 20 years of
partnership in 2019! Galilee’s partnership with the Ndoombo Parish was
formalized September 19, 2007.
Updates:
We have learned that there has been spotty rain in the mountains, which is resulting in low
production of coffee crops and planting. 120 farmers attended a 3 day training to improve
agricultural processes.
The Mt. Meru Coffee Project is moving to a new home at Martin Luther Church in Wauwatosa this
summer. Volunteers are needed to clean up the old space and spruce up the new. Volunteers and
special gifts for the cost of transition are welcome!
There are multiple projects in process including Water/Economic Development to help find ways and
funding for bringing clean water to communities including the extension of a pipeline to Karangui and
the need for clean water for the hospital. Currently, the water for the hospital comes from a surface
spring which is shared with the community. The water is not clean and cannot be used for drinking.
The hospital is allowed to fill their tanks for the next day’s use, and bottled water is their only source
for fresh (safe drinking) water. The Diocese tried to put in a well, which was not successful. Current
discussions include a gutter system for rain collection and/or a Pod system for the hospital.
Save the Dates:
Delegation Visit October 8 - October 22, 2019. Delegates from the Meru Diocese, including Bishop
Kitoi (former pastor at Galilee), are undergoing the Visa approval process. Eleven Greater
Milwaukee Synod congregations have invited representatives from their partnership parishes. Many
opportunities to meet the delegates are in the planning process, which includes a welcome meal/
worship in Milwaukee (late afternoon/early evening) on Tuesday, October 8; a farewell meal/worship
(afternoon) on Sunday, October, 20; Theological Conference (open to lay people and well as
Pastors and Deacons) Monday, October 14 - Wednesday, October 16th in Lake Geneva; field trips
including Carthage College, a working dairy farm and various Greater Milwaukee Synod ministries.
The next Synod meeting of the Meru Committee is 9:00 am on Saturday, May 11 at St. Matthews
Lutheran Church in Wauwatosa. We are looking for another representative from Galilee to
participate. Please contact Pastor Jay or Deb Kohler (debrakohler@yahoo.com) or (262-8446155) for more information. Asante Sana!
- Debra Kohler
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Partnership Ministries News, continued
Recently, Galilee received a thank you note from St. Paul's Lutheran Church Board of Outreach
thanking us for our generosity, continued financial support and thanking the volunteers who serve in
various ways. Deacon Doug and Deb Kohler and all those involved have really blessed this
partnership with the generosity of sharing our abundance. Thank you all.
A Moment to Celebrate!! The Greater Milwaukee Synod sent a sincere thank you and certificate
detailing the Mission Support of $37, 000.00 and other designated giving of $9,241.40. This support
has impacted parishioners who needed a place of solace, incarcerated people who needed a pastor
to listen, college students who needed a community of grace, and countless church leaders who
needed to know they were not alone. If you would like to view some of these stories please check
out Your Story/Our Story and thank you again for your support.
- Shelly Dohlby, Partnership Ministries
Are you looking for ways to volunteer in your own community?
There are always opportunities at the Waukesha Women's Center!
*Note: You must be 18 years old or older
To get started, fill out our Volunteer Application Form on
twcwaukesha.org and submit it to:
The Women’s Center
Attn: Volunteer Coordinator & Trainer
505 N. East Ave., Waukesha, WI 53186
Volunteer opportunities available at The Women’s Center include:


Hotline/Shelter Support: Answer the 24-Hour Hotline and provide support/information to callers.
Attend to the needs of clients residing in shelter and assist shelter staff with various duties.



On-Call Advocates: Provide after-hours advocacy and emergency transportation for victims of
sexual assault and domestic violence.



Gentle Men: Serve as a positive, gentle male role model to children who have experienced
violence in their homes.



Childcare: Provide on-site childcare for clients using The Women’s Center’s services.



Front Desk: Manage activities at the front desk, including answering phones and assisting
clients and visitors.



Building and grounds maintenance: Assist with upkeep and repair of our facilities and garden.



Donation sorting: Organizing and storing nonperishable food and in-kind donations.



Fundraising: Assist with the fundraising initiatives of the Development Department. Includes the
opportunity to help plan annual special events.

If you have any questions about volunteering, or for more information, contact our Volunteer
Coordinator & Trainer at 262.522.3845 or shawnam@twcwaukesha.org.
Please note: Reference and background checks (both criminal and caregiver) are completed for all
volunteers.
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Partnership Ministries

Galilee Book Club

We have had a
tremendous reception
from Galilee members
who are helping out
Pewaukee Food Pantry.
Galilee is now supporting ‘bread runs’ every
Saturday morning and we thank those
volunteers that have joined our pool of helpers:

Join us Thursday, May 23
at 4 pm in the Gathering
Place to discuss "A
Gentleman in Moscow" by
Amor Towles. Count
Alexander Rostov, a
Russian aristocrat is
sentenced to house arrest
in the Hotel Metropol by a
Bolshevik Tribunal. The
Count has lived a life of privilege, but is quite
resourceful and known for his wit. Imagine his
surprise when he learns instead of his lavish
suite he will be banished to an attic room. How
he manages to stay engaged in others as his
country falls into chaos is quite amazing. The
twists and turns in this story makes this an
fascinating story. All are welcome to join us for
lively discussion.









Daryl and Mary Berg
Bill Braunschweig
Shelly and Ben Dohlby
Kim and Hailey Kiser
Sara Schroeder and Austin Slominski
Sarah Spencer
Dale and Mary Stauber

The Pewaukee Food Pantry serves about 200
families every month with weekly distributions
of 250-300 cans of soup and vegetables, 50-75
cans of fruit, 50 boxes of cereal, 100 cans of
tuna, 50 boxes of pasta, etc. If you are
interested in helping out with a two hour shift
rotating on Saturdays, please get into contact
with any of the above volunteers or Jeff Dohlby
at 414.234.9620. This is a great service
opportunity to help feed our fellow neighbors
right here in Pewaukee.
Outreach for Hope Bike Ride
Sept. 7th, 2019
Save the date for
Saturday, September 7,
2019. Galilee will be
forming another bike ride
team to support Outreach
for Hope and their 24 congregations and
ministries of the Greater Milwaukee
Synod. This ride is Outreach for Hope’s largest
fundraiser during the year and Galilee has
been a top contributor to those efforts. Ride
your bike, sponsor our Galilee riders or
volunteer to help out with the event. Contact
Jeff Dohlby at 414.234.9620 if you haven’t
been involved in the past and want to get on
the list.
- Jeff Dohlby
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- Sharon Vitek

Health & Wellness Ministries
Thursday, May 2, 9:45 am
A Representative from
Hartland Family
Chiropractic Practice will
share tips on “How to Stay Young” and
increase your mobility. All are welcome!

Hope Center Needs
Waukesha’s Hope Center is
always accepting personal
care items, women’s & men’s
clothing and new baby/
children’s items. Gently used
household items are also
accepted. Items can be brought to the Hope
Center at 502 N. East Ave. Waukesha, 262549-8726.
If you have questions or need assistance
dropping of your donations, contact Shelly
Dohlby 262-527-9513. Thank you.

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Deacon Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Columbarium Administrator ~ Bill Braunschweig
Leadership Board Members ~ 2019
Steve Hanson - President
Matthew Strosin - Vice President
Susan Olson - Secretary
Ann Dee Austin - Member at large
Jeff Dohlby - Member at large
Chris Rudolph - Treasurer
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Theresa Opie
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Open
Administration ~ Jim Hagen & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Shelly Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Mary Stauber

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
May 05

Kim Zehner

May 12

Open

May 19

Open

May 26

Open

To make a donation of flowers for the worship,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2019 Altar Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift! If you have any
questions, please call the church office at
262-691-2380.

Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

2019 Bravado Challenge
This is a local race that benefits one of our
Partnership Ministry areas, Lutheran
Social Services. Interested people can
participate individually or form a team to
complete the event. If there are any
questions, please contact Jeff Dohlby
at 414.234.9620.
More information on:
bravadochallenge.org
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The Readings

Spring Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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May 05

May 19

Acts 9:1-6, [7-20]

Acts 11:1-18

Psalm 30

Psalm 148

Revelation 5:11-14

Revelation 21:1-6

John 21:1-19

John 13:31-35

May 12

May 26

Acts 9:36-43

Acts 16:9-15

Psalm 23

Psalm 67

Revelation 7:9-17

Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

John 10:22-30

John 14:23-29

