The Galilean Newsletter, April, 2019
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
Christianity’s High Holy Days
The most significant part of Christian faith is what takes place for Jesus during
“Holy Week and Easter.” Holy Week is what we refer to as the time from Jesus’
Entry into Jerusalem (now called “Palm Sunday”) and through to His “Last
Supper” on Maundy Thursday, His crucifixion on “Good Friday,” His burial, to
His resurrection on the third day, Sunday. Because of this significance, every
year Christians throughout the world pause to remember and honor these High
Holy Days. Will you?
I was delighted to hear that the public school system changed the way that “spring break” is
scheduled so that it is not tied to Holy Week. My (optimistic) hope is that this change will now allow
more youth and families to participate in the worship opportunities of Holy Week rather than having
to take that week for their only spring vacation together. Now, I realize that some will seize on the
opportunity to take a long weekend break and be away. But my hope is still that we all will choose to
honor these holy days with worshiping together, whether at Galilee or wherever we will be.
St. Luke is our Gospel narrative this year, and Luke has some tantalizing details in the way that he
recounts these events. His voice will guide us through most of these days. Traditionally, the Good
Friday event is given to St. John’s narrative. That is intentional in that St. John clearly understands
how that Friday ever got referred to as “Good.” He understands how that event was intentionally
undertaken by Jesus, as the profound expression of God’s love for the world. That is “Good” stuff for
us!
At the very least, this expression of such love warrants our attention, but our gratitude all the more.
With that in mind, we invite you to Holy Week this month, as we recount these events that changed
our destiny and our understanding about ourselves and the world. “Word of God. Word of Life.”
Thanks be to God!

Pastor Jay

Galilee 2019 Holy Week Schedule

Palm Sunday & Sunday of the Passion, April 14
Worship Services at 8 am & 10:30 am
Maundy Thursday, April 18
Worship Service at 7 pm
Good Friday, April 19
Worship services at 12 noon & 7 pm
~ No Worship Service on Holy Saturday, April 20 ~
Celebration of the Resurrection, April 21
Worship services at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Easter Brunch in the Fellowship Hall served from 9:00 to 10:15 am
Pastor’s Doctoral Dissertation approved!
Pastor Jay has received word that his Doctoral Dissertation on “Spiritual Formation in Recovery” has
been approved by San Francisco Theological Seminary. There are a few specified changes that he
needs to make (a few paragraph rewrites, and some grammatical or spelling corrections) by April 8 th
for publishing approval. But he is feeling very grateful to Galilee for the summer sabbatical time that
was granted and utilized for this Dissertation writing.
2nd Galilee Rep to Meru Committee needed
We are currently looking for a second person willing to represent Galilee at the monthly “Meru
Committee” meetings held at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Wauwatosa on the 2 nd Saturday of
each month (9am – 10:30am). It would be great if that person was you!
Our partnership with the Ndoombo Parish in Meru, Tanzania continues to be a wonderful blessing.
Having such partnerships is encouraged by our Greater Milwaukee Synod, and there are a number
of congregations like ours that participate in this global church opportunity. Keeping informed about
our work together is vital, and these monthly meetings benefit us greatly.
Please let Pastor Jay or the Global Partners Committee know about your interest in sharing in this
communication task. Sante Sana! (“Thank you very much!”)
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April News
News from our Tanzania Partnership Congregation
Dear Rev. Jay Ford,
Thank you so very much for the email. I am very glad to hear from you.
Thank you for bringing us greetings from Galilee parish. We are doing well
in Ndoombo. Last Sunday 3/3- 5/3/2019 we hosted district women general
council at Ndoombo parish to evaluate the women work in the district for the last two years. The
opening of the general council was done by Bishop Elias Kitoi Nasari. There were two Bible lessons;
one from Exodus 14:14 and John 9:4.
There were topics like leadership and accountability of a woman in the family, Time is money etc.
The council was closed sharing the Lord’s sacrament!
We are building the frame around the church to fence off the area. We are thanking God for all the
blessings that we have been receiving from you. The entire congregation sends their greetings to
you and your family and to the congregation in Galilee! They greet you with the Word of God from
Galatians 6:18.
May God bless you all! Yours in Christ
- Mch. Silas Mbise!

Are You a Thrivent Member? Here are 2 ways to benefit Galilee…
Thrivent insurance policy holders have two ways of easily giving more to
Galilee:
“Choice Dollars” – Every year Thrivent makes available “choice dollars” that you can have
directed to a charity of your choosing. Galilee can be such a choice. To make this choice, go
online to Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars. The deadline is March 31, so hopefully you got
this information in time. (If not, please plan to make this choice for the next time period). In
2018, some of you Thrivent members did this very thing and further empowered our ministry
together. Thank you!
“Action Teams” – Thrivent makes available to members $250 twice a year that can be directed to
a charitable cause….and Galilee (e.g., “Kitchen remodel,” “Youth Trip,” “Partnership
Congregations”) can be such a designation.
There are (according to Thrivent) 143 Thrivent members at Galilee. That means that there is a
potential of $71,500 that could be generated through a concerted effort by you members! And
such a financial infusion into our work together would be incredible and significant! So,
please follow the online process at My Thrivent Overview or contact your Thrivent agent.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Pastor Installation
On March 10th, Pastor Delaney Schlake-Kruse was installed as the new
Pastor of our Milwaukee Partner congregation.
Bishop Paul Erickson presided, with Rev. Gail Brodersen-Heins, Rev. Matt
Schlake-Kruse (Pastor Delaney’s husband) and Rev. Dr. Cheryl Peterson
(Pastors Delaney & Matt’s professor at seminary, and past pastor at St.
Paul’s) participating in the celebration.
Pastor Delaney has served as Associate Pastor at North Cape Lutheran Church since 2016. She is
a graduate of Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, OH, through which she had opportunities to
serve at Jacob’s Porch, a Lutheran Campus Ministry at the Ohio State University, as well as
Atonement Lutheran Church in Syracuse, NY. Pastor Delany holds a bachelor’s degree in vocal
music with a minor in German from Truman State University in Kirksville, MO. Pastor Delany grew
up in St. Louis, MO, and now lives in Milwaukee with her husband, who is also an ELCA pastor in
the Greater Milwaukee Synod.
Galilee’s delegation included Dianna Bednar, Rev. Jim Bickel and and Deb Kohler. Our
Leadership Board sent a beautiful plant, we presented a gift of a noisy offering check to support St.
Paul’s children’s ministries, and were invited to read a letter of welcome from Pastor Jay during the
installation service.
God has indeed been walking with our brothers and sisters in Christ at St. Paul’s, and has answered
prayers for this congregation in “In the City for Good” for the past 177 years.

Bishop Paul Erickson, a St. Paul’s parent, and Pastor
Delaney Schlake-Kruse with the Children’s Word on
Sunday, March 10th.

- Deb Kohler
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Bishop Erickson with Dianna Bednar, Pastor SchlakeKruse and Deb Kohler at Pastor Delaney’s installation on
Sunday, March 10th.

Galilee Sunday School
Wishing you a Happy Spring!
We continue to celebrate our Outreach in Sunday School. Throughout the
remainder of the year we will utilize the piggy banks to collect coins (and paper
money if you wish) to be donated to the ELCA Good Gifts Program. We will
continue to look through the Good Gifts Program brochure and share with the
children the opportunities available then decide as a group where our money
will be designated. Even though we have a little bit of competition between the
girls, boys, confirmation group and the teacher/staff all the funds will be combined to be utilized in
the Program.
It continues to be such a great opportunity to walk through the classroom areas and see the classes
in action and the enthusiasm on the part of the children and teachers. Just a reminder you are
always welcome to stop in the classes and “Be Our Guest”.
We thank you for your support of our Sunday School Education Program and the interest you have
shown. We could not do what we do without the help of Galilee and its members
Easter Blessings to you from the Teachers and Staff.
- Barb Barthel, Sunday School
El Salvador Mission Trip Planned for November
There has been significant interest among Galileans in taking another trip to El
Salvador this November. As in past years, we’re planning to travel with members
of North Cape Lutheran Church, which is located in Franksville, Wisconsin (near
Caledonia). The leader of the North Cape delegation expects there to be 7-10
travelers with that group. Based on the interest shown here at Galilee to date, we
expect our delegation will be slightly larger, perhaps 10-12 people. So, in total,
we believe there will be roughly 20 to 22 people traveling together this year. That’s a good number,
but there is room for a few more, if you’re interested.
The exact travel dates are being discussed, but it’s likely the trip will occur between November 9
and 16, 2019. When we travel to El Salvador, we spend time visiting with Pastor Martir and the
members of his congregations. He serves a handful of small churches in different parts of El
Salvador. One of those churches, known by its short name as “Monsenor Romero,” is Galilee’s
partner church. When we travel to El Salvador we also spend time worshipping, learning about El
Salvador’s culture and history, and even doing some sightseeing. We might even find ourselves at a
beach for a day toward the end of the trip.
If you want to be involved in planning this year’s trip, or if you just want to learn more about El
Salvador generally, feel free to reach out to me, Barb Barthel, or Pastor Jay. We’re looking forward
to another journey to El Salvador to learn, worship, and explore! If you can’t join us this year, maybe
in the future?
- Doug Dehler
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Celebrating & Caring for God’s Creation
InterGenerational Sunday
April 7th, 9:15-10:15am
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April Adult & High School Christian Education
Sunday, April 14th, 9:15-10:15 am
in the Gathering Place
Book of Acts - “And So We Came to Rome” Acts 28:1-31
In his trial before Felix, Paul claimed he had done nothing against Jewish or
Roman law, and appealed his case to Caesar. Acts ends with Paul under
house arrest in Rome, where he continues to witness to the kingdom of God.

Sunday, April 28th, 9:15-10:15am
in the Gathering Place
The Journey From Unbelief to Faith (3 Part Series)
Session 1: “A Second Change”: Pat grew up in a troubled home. Her
father was an abusive alcoholic and God was nowhere to be seen. The
few Christians she met felt exclusive and unwelcoming to her. Pat said,
“My dad ... was the meanest man that I ever knew—that I’ve ever met
to this day. ... You were always on edge; you never knew if he was going to come in and just jerk me
out of bed and start knocking me around because he just felt like doing that.” In this session we will
discover how the Holy Spirt guided her transformation from unbelief to Faith.
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Youth Bake Sale Fundraiser Dates
First Sundays of April and May:
April 7th
May 5th

For our Youth Summer Mission Trips to
St. Louis, MO and the Twin Cities, MN
What to Bring:
Cookies in packets of 6

Cupcakes in packets of 3

Candies in secure, small baggies

Dyeing For Easter, Good Friday, April 19th
You are invited to “Dyeing for Easter”
Friday, April 19th from 11:30 am – 1:30 pm
at Galilee Lutheran Church - ELCA
Please join us as we prepare to celebrate
Jesus' rising from the dead!
We will enjoy some fellowship together as we dye Easter eggs, create resurrection rolls, and dine on
a taco bar lunch with our kiddos. Adults that would like to attend the Good Friday Worship service
are welcome to leave their children (3 and up) with us from 12-1 pm. Lunch will be served at 11:30
am. RSVPs are appreciated but not required. All are welcome, so bring your family, friends, and
neighbors too!
We are hoping for some donations of time, supplies, and food. Please click on SignUp Genius to
see how you can help.
Contact Heather Evans with any questions at heaththe@gmail.com or 262.844.8664.
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Kitchen and Fellowship Hall Remodel Update
As the surroundings outside bring warmth, changing of the landscape and excitement for better
weather, so does the happenings with the lower level remodeling project. The downstairs area has
been busy with contractors reviewing the area to better understand the scope of the project. This
has been a very exciting experience as contractors come in with great ideas and possibilities to
make much needed improvements and updates to this area. Ideas are starting to come together,
lose ends are being tied up, and ultimately proposals are coming in.
We are in the process of qualifying & examining each proposal, verifying that all project elements
are included in the scope and the cost. The proposals will then be compared and measured against
one another to help us determine which construction company (and design team) is best suited for
our project. In the meantime, the Leadership Board is pursuing options for financing this project.
This will ultimately be a congregational decision, but we want to be prepared when the time comes
to present a comprehensive plan with the information for discussion and approval.
As we move forward, keep your eye out for more information about the kitchen/fellowship area. We
hope to have some kitchen layout designs available in the Narthex that will give the congregation a
better look into what the area can turn out to be. Improving this area will add a great feel to an
already strong and healthy congregation.
Again, if you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact us.
Bill Rudolph
414-651-0094
rudolphwilliam@aol.com

Theresa Opie
262-370-4516
opiethe@gmail.com

Treasurer’s Report
After a promising start to the year in January, our year to date giving through February is now
behind last year and our 2019 Budget. The Leadership Board and I are hoping that this is just
weather related.
Let’s please be mindful of our pledged commitments for this year along with recognizing the
important role that Christ plays in our lives. Your support and generosity is greatly appreciated!
Through February:

Total Pledged and Non-Pledged:
General Giving
Mortgage Fund Giving
Total Giving

Change:
Change: 2019
2019 Actual
Actual vs.
2019 Actual 2018 Actual
vs. 2018
2019 Budget
Budget
$
61,929 $
67,840 $
(5,911) $ 69,997 $
(8,068)
11,595
13,492
(1,897)
13,674
(2,079)
$
73,524 $
81,332 $
(7,808) $ 83,671 $
(10,147)

Total Expenses

$

- Chris Rudolph, Treasurer
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78,545 $

76,402 $

2,142 $

86,874 $

(8,329)

Ketchup!
Yes, Ketchup
Fellow Galileans,
I meant to say Catch Up, as in to Catch Up with our donation commitments. The weather during the
first 2 months of our 2019 winter has been a little harsher than usual. I know most of us love the
snow and cold, but I suspect there are a few that don't appreciate it and might have kept some of us
home on Saturday nights and Sunday mornings instead of heading to church.
I imagine this is the reason we have experienced lower than planned weekly donations lately. Actual
General Giving is down 11.5% from the budget and Actual Mortgage Giving is down 15.2% from the
budget. Even when we don't attend church or don't mail in our weekly giving, our church expenses
continue to accrue - the mortgage still has to be paid and the church still has to be heated - even
while we are away.
Spring is right around the corner which typically means warmer weather and easier access to
Saturday and Sunday worship. In the meantime, if you have fallen behind on your weekly
contribution commitment, please consider mailing in those weekly contributions. In order to "Catch
Up" with your donation commitment to Galilee, or make an extra gift.
To make it easier, you might ask your financial institution to set up a weekly or monthly automatic
funds transfer to Galilee (many Galileans already do!) Or, you can set up a recurring donation on
Galilee's website at Galileelc.org/Give Online.
The most important benefit of setting up recurring donations is it allows donations to continue
uninterrupted while you are absent from service because of weather complications (winter) or
vacations (especially during the upcoming summer). Thanks for your attention to this important part
of our Stewardship!
Best Regards,
Steve Dethloff, Galilee Stewardship

Lenten Fund Raiser Dinner Food served by our
6th-12 grade students
Back by popular demand!
For our final Lenten meal on April 10th, will have a
BAKED POTATO BAR with toppings and salad.
See SignUp Genius for food contributions and to volunteer.

9

SOPHIA Prayer Breakfast

Pickle Ball
Pick up Pickle Ball on Monday evenings

SAVE THE DATE!
2019 SOPHIA PRAYER BREAKFAST
AND SILENT AUCTION
Please save the date for SOPHIA's largest
celebration and fundraiser of the year.
Saturday, April 27, 2019
La Casa de Esperanza
410 Arcadian Ave., Waukesha
See Carole Brinkman for tickets

Galilee Book Club
Galilee Book Club will
meet April 25, at 4 p.m.
to discuss "School of
Essential Ingredients" by
Erica Bauermeister.
Eight students gather at
Lillian's Restaurant on
Mondays for a special
cooking class.
Members come from
varied backgrounds and
are looking for different results. Chef Lillian
helps them develop their own skills in a quite
unorthodox manner. In so doing, all manage to
work out personal issues and by the end of the
sessions make new friends. It’s an interesting
take on cooking classes!
We meet in the Gathering Place. All are
welcome to join us. Books are available from
your public library.
April is a good time to try something different. If
you've never tried a book club, join us and see
what fun book clubs can be!
- Sharon Vitek
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Have you heard about the Pickle Ball craze?Do
you have any questions about Pickle ball – for
example, how to play it? Where can I play it?
We would like to coordinate a Monday evening
pick up Pickle Ball group – just for fun at
Galilee. If interested, join us on Monday, May
20th at 6 pm in the lower parking lot to learn the
game. We will then meet every Monday eve. in
the summer starting June 3rd at 6 pm. Players
will rotate in and out of games and everyone
will get a chance to play. Come when you can
– paddles and nets will be provided. Just bring
your energy and smiles!
Any questions please see Anne Riegert,
Michael Bohlmann, or Linda Kowalewski.

Health & Wellness
You are welcome to attend our April “Health &
Wellness Gathering” on Thursday, April 4, at
9:45 am. We will meet in the Lower Level.
Let’s talk about:
 Food and Exercise
 What’s new and what’s
good for you
 How to feed your Brain
 What to eat to control the pain
A Healthy Lunch is included! Everyone is
invited to share our “feel better” conversations.
Galilee Greeting Cards
Greeting cards are now available for purchase
in the Narthex. Cards are $2 ea. Galilee's
youth group will receive $1 for each card sold.
The other $1 will be re-invested into supplies.
Stop by and check out all the cards. Money or
special requests for the cards can be inserted
into the small box attached to the display.
If you have any questions, please call Diane
Christopherson at 414-975-6049.

Ministry Staff Schedules

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Deacon Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2019
Steve Hanson - President
Matthew Strosin - Vice President
Susan Olson - Secretary
Ann Dee Austin - Member at large
Jeff Dohlby - Member at large
Chris Rudolph - Treasurer
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Theresa Opie
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Open
Administration ~ Jim Hagen & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Shelly Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Mary Stauber

Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
April 07

Open

April 14

Open

April 21

Resurrection Sunday

April 28

Open

To make a donation of flowers for the worship,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2019 Altar Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift! If you have any
questions, please call the church office at 262691-2380.
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

Lutherdale News
If you are looking for something fun for the kids this summer,
you can still register for a week long camp at Lutherdale. We
have 2 kids from Galilee signed up already for August 4th-9th.
For the young adults, Lutherdale is looking for summer
employment. They have many different positions available. For the adults,
Lutherdale is looking for volunteers of all skill levels to work with Mission Builders to construct
Lutherdale Lodge. Construction starts early June of 2019.
We are also looking to participate in ‘Dinners on the Lake’ this year. Please view the latest info
(near the Sign-up sheets) for the menu and dates. It would be great if we could get a group to
carpool or caravan from Galilee to Lutherdale for these meals. If any of these sound interesting or
if you have any questions please refer to Lutherdale's website www.lutherdale.org or you can
contact Sara Schroeder at tyme4party@yahoo.com or 262-370-0227.
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The Readings

Spring Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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April 07

April 21

Isaiah 43:16-21

Acts 10:34-43

Psalm 126

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Philippians 3:4b-14

1 Corinthians 15:19-26

John 12:1-8

Luke 24:1012

April 14

April 28

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Acts 5:27-32

Psalm 31:9-16

Psalm 118:14-29

Philippians 2:5-11

Revelation 1:4-8

Luke 22:14-23:56

John 20:19-31

