The Galilean Newsletter, March, 2019
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
Lent – a Springtime of the Soul
The word “Lent” comes from the old English word meaning “to lengthen” and
refers to the lengthening of daylight in the northern hemisphere at this time of
year (…which always makes me wonder how the Church in the southern
hemisphere experiences and celebrates the Season of Lent where there the
days are getting shorter!).
For us, the darkness and longer nights of winter are now giving way to the power and approach of
springtime. The daylight is increasing, and new life is awakening. This natural phenomena is often
enough to lift our winter-laden spirits with new hope.
Similarly, the liturgical Season of Lent for Christians offers us a springtime for the soul. I use the
word “soul” here with the classical Hebrew understanding and terminology where “soul” refers not
just to one’s spirit but to one’s “body, mind, and spirit” inclusively. Just as with nature all around us,
this time of year in the Church Year offers us the opportunity of experiencing Christ’s light and new
life dispelling the darkness of our souls and awakening us to new life: physically, mentally, and
spiritually.
The Season of Lent begins with “Ash Wednesday.” Ash Wednesday is a day of repentance and
initiates the annual “spring cleaning” of our souls. The ashes symbolize our acknowledgment of our
own sin and mortality. But they also function as a spiritual “cleanser” (like pumice) that helps to
scrub away the “dirt” and “stains” of the neglect or wrongdoings that need to be removed from our
lives.
Beginning this month, I invite you to take advantage of this Lenten opportunity for “soul care.”
Having made it through the winter, now is the time for each of us to spring into the needs of our
“souls” – physically, emotionally, and spiritually. I will have more to say about that at our weekly
Wednesday Evening Prayer worship services (7pm) as well as at our regularly scheduled weekend
worship opportunities. The Season of Lent will lift and transform our spirits as we are nurtured in the
grace and hope that Jesus brings.
Blessed Lent!

Pastor Jay

March News & Events
Shove Tuesday – “Burning of the Palms (March 5 @ 6:15pm)
All who would like to participate in the brief (15 minutes) “Shrove Tuesday” rite of
the “Burning of the Palms” are invited to gather with Pastor Jay at the church.
This annual ritual of burning the dried palms from last year’s Palm Sunday services
provides the ashes that will be utilized the next day in our services for Ash
Wednesday.
This rite will precede the monthly LB/Coordinators Meeting.
Ash Wednesday Services (March 6)
Two worship service opportunities (12:00pm & 7:00pm) will be provided on Ash
Wednesday. Each service will include a Rite of Repentance, Imposition of
Ashes, and Holy Communion. Ash Wednesday initiates the annual Season of
Lent.

“Spiritual Formation” Wednesdays in Lent
We provide you with special opportunity for prayer and spiritual formation each Wednesday during
the Season of Lent:
Morning Prayer (in the sanctuary beginning at 9am)
Text Study (in the Gathering Place at 9:30am) of the weekend Scriptures
Holden Evening Prayer (in the sanctuary at 7pm)
Lenten Midweek (Wednesdays at 7pm) Theme:
“Just What the Doctor Ordered: Jesus according to St. Luke”
Our midweek Lenten focus this year will be on the Gospel of St. Luke.






Everyone is urged to take up the challenge of reading the entire
Gospel of Luke
“Dr. Luke” will serve as our tending physician
Each week Dr. Luke will have a “prescription” reading assignment for
us to follow
Dinner conversation (6pm) will allow for sharing our reading
experiences
Evening Prayer will include a video summation of each section of readings.

Don’ miss out! It will be just what we all need!
Blessed Lent!
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March News & Events
Lenten Simple Suppers – Wednesdays @ 6pm (begins March 13)
Each Wednesday you are invited to gather for a simple supper provided by various groups in the
congregation. Supper is served from 6pm to 6:45pm in the Lower Level fellowship hall. Table
conversations this year will include the opportunity to share about our experience in reading through
the Gospel of Luke this season. The supper is open to all! Please come and enjoy!
Interested in Membership at Galilee?
Pastor Jay welcomes the opportunity to speak with you about becoming a member of the Galilee
congregation. Please call or email to schedule your conversation today.

Our heartfelt thanks to all who are part of our Galilee Snow Shoveling Crew this
year! Truly appreciated!

The 2019 Budget is Approved – Now What?
A few short weeks ago at the Congregational Meeting the members that were
present unanimously approved the 2019 Budget. So similar to the Federal
Government with their budget, Galilee can “function” this year.
So as a member of Galilee, or a person that regularly attends worship
services here, what does this mean to you? To put it simply, plenty!
The reason I say this is that our expense budget is predicated on what our projected annual giving
is. So for those of you who have submitted a pledge for 2019, we really need you to fulfill your
commitment this year. And for those who do not pledge but give regularly, we really need you to
maintain your level of giving as well this year.
By doing this, it will allow Galilee to continue to be a presence in the community and in the world.
We will be able to continue our mission of being the hands and feet of Christ and spreading the
Good News of the Gospel message.
Chris Rudolph, Treasurer
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Partnership News at St. Paul’s in Milwaukee
Please Join our Partnership Congregation Welcome a New Pastor!
A special worship service celebrating the installation of Pastor Delany
Schlake-Kruse will be held on Sunday, March 10th @ 10:00 am at St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church in Milwaukee. Bishop Paul Erickson will be
presiding.
Galilee would like to bring a delegation of our members. A carpool from
our church parking lot will depart at 9:10 am. If you are interested in
attending/carpooling please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex or contact Deb
Kohler at (262) 844-6155 / email: DebraKohler@yahoo.com.
If you would like to drive direct, St. Paul's Lutheran Church is located at 2812 W. Wisconsin Ave,
Milwaukee. There is a secured parking lot behind the church with an entrance on 28th Street.
From the St. Paul’s Lutheran Church website:
St. Paul's Welcomes Pastor Delaney Schlake-Kruse
St. Paul's is very excited to welcome Pastor Delaney Schlake-Kruse as our 21st pastor. This will be
Pastor Delaney's second call. She most recently served at North Cape Lutheran Church in
Franksville, WI.
Originally from St. Louis MO, Pastor Delaney has lived in Milwaukee since 2016 and is overjoyed to
live in this land of good cheese and even better coffee. Pastor Delaney is passionate about learning,
listening, preaching and teaching, cooking, music, and time spent with family and friends. She and
her husband Matthew, also a pastor in the Greater Milwaukee Synod, are proud members of the
ELCA and joyful residents of the City of Milwaukee.

Grief, Loss and Living Group
On the fourth Tuesday of each month
the Galilee Grief and Loss Support Group
meets at 6:30 p.m. at Galilee.
Our March Ministry Group Gathering will be on
Tuesday, March 26th
It is a time to come together as we share in Loss and Living. We care,
share, and support each other with a loss we are experiencing in our life.
Perhaps the loss is the death of a loved one - the loss of a job - the move to a new
location – the loss of a dream – the loss of a pet – the loss of a relationship – a
material loss – a physical loss – retirement and the life change.
Join us – everyone is welcome.
The Bereavement Ministry Team
If you have any questions, please contact Barb Barthel 262-691-0711.
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Galilee Sunday School
Lent and Spring are such a special time in Sunday School. Each Sunday is a
different lesson and new excitement in each of the Classes. Again, thank you
parents for having the children with us each Sunday morning to share the good
news of Jesus.
Each month we have an Outreach Project and in March and April it will again
be through the ELCA Good Gifts Program as we collect funds. We will share
with children some of the different opportunities available through the Program
and let the children decide where they would like the money to be applied.
We will again use the Piggy Banks with the Boys, Girls, Confirmation students and Teachers in a
contest to see which group can collect the most money over the months of March and April.
All Galilee members are invited to participate in the Project as well. Donations may be made by
using an envelope in the pews and marking it ELCA Good Gifts Program and placing the envelope
in the offering plate.
All within the Galilee Sunday School program wish you a Blessed Lenten Season.
Barb Barthel and the Sunday Teachers, Shepherds and Staff

Outreach for Hope
Outreach for Hope – by the Numbers
40:

Forty daily devotionals await you. These devotionals are for the
season of Lent, starting on Ash Wednesday, Wednesday, March 6.
This year’s series is titled “Hope for the Journey”. The messages share
words of encouragement and personal growth as a way to overcome
life’s struggles.

If you would like to receive these devotionals by e-mail, visit Outreach for Hope.
1:

A “Dollar-A-Day for Poverty”. Your dollars support Synod congregational ministry in low
income communities.

50+:

The number of Galilee individuals or households that participated in 2018, and our
contributions which totaled $2,740. Thank you for this great support. Let’s do it again!

2:

Two projects support Outreach for Hope. In addition to “A Dollar a Day for Poverty” in Lent,
there is the September Bike Ride through Wisconsin’s beautiful Southern Kettle Moraine
State Forest area. Galilee is one of the top supporters in the synod for Outreach for Hope.

Look for more information in weekly bulletins. The sign-up sheets will be in the Narthex.
Thank you for your participation!
- Jim Olia
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Hospitality Hour Update
I wanted to give a HUGE THANK YOU to all of
you who have volunteered your time and effort
to coordinate the Fellowship/Hospitality hour
each Sunday between worship services.
The sign up sheet in the Narthax has been
pretty full which is such a blessing. The
present sign up sheet continues through the
end of March. If you have some time and would
like to participate, please let me know or just
sign up.
I continually hear from visitors that our church
feels very welcoming. I believe that this hour
helps to facilitate that welcoming feeling. The
Hospitality hour offers simple snacks that can
be either homemade or purchased. The sign
up sheet explains the responsibility of the hour.
Any questions, contact Theresa Opie at
opiethe@gmail.com or 262-370-4516.
Thank you!

Galilee Book Club
David Grann writes a true
murder mystery based on the
saga of the Osage Indians of
Oklahoma. Forced from their
ancestral homes to a desolate
land where- lo and behold- oil
is discovered! Along with great
wealth comes unexplained
deaths of tribal members.
Local law enforcement cannot seem to solve
the murders so the newly formed FBI is called
on for assistance. A heartbreaking story of
man's greed. We will be meeting Thursday,
March 28th at 4 pm to discuss "Killers of the
Flower Moon" by David Grann. Join us in the
Gathering Place.
- Sharon Vitek
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2019 Lenten Meals
2019 Galilee Lenten Meals
Ash Wednesday is March 6th,
and our Lenten Meals/Simple
Suppers begin on March 13th.
The first supper (March 13th) and the last
supper (April 10th) will be served by the Youth.
The following Wednesdays are available for
hosting: March 20, March 27 and April 3.
Please contact Theresa Opie if you are
interested in preparing and serving a meal.
opiethe@gmail.com or 262-370-4516.

El Salvador Ministry
Missions Of Healing
To all of the Sunday School
children and Galilee members;
We extend a huge thank you for the several
hundred toothbrushes that you donated and
were distributed to those attending the Mission
of Healing Clinics in El Salvador.
The Sunday School children families
contributed over 475 toothbrushes and others
in the Congregation donated 260. How
wonderful to have them for all patients and their
families attending the Clinics in February.
Thank you!
The El Salvador Ministry Team

Coming Soon
For Galilee knitters and
crocheters:
We will be gathering on March 18th, from 1:00
- 3:00 pm to create/complete Prayer Shawls or
other yarn projects you may be creating. If you
would like to learn any of these crafts or if you
need help continuing, we would be happy to
have you join us!
For more information, please contact Marilyn
Morgan at 262-521-9402.

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Deacon Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2019
Steve Hanson - President
Matthew Strosin - Vice President
Susan Olson - Secretary
Ann Dee Austin - Member at large
Jeff Dohlby - Member at large
Chris Rudolph - Treasurer
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Theresa Opie
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Open
Administration ~ Jim Hagen & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Shelly Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Mary Stauber

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
March 03 Open
March 10 Open
March 17 Open
March 24 Open
March 31 Open
To make a donation of flowers for the worship,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2019 Altar Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift! If you have any
questions, please call the church office at 262691-2380.
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

Health & Wellness Gathering, Thursday, March 7
This event will be held on March 7 after being postponed in February
On Thursday, March 7, Health & Wellness will feature speaker Michelle Anderson who will share
her story “From Hiding to Healing: Sharing the most difficult part of yourself”. Join Michelle, as she
presents her moving story about growing up with a lifelong disease. Her story reflects the true
survivor that she is. Michelle has learned that the most difficult part of herself has become the part
she can use to help others. All are welcome to attend!
Michelle graduated from University of Northwestern in St. Paul, MN and holds degrees in both
Finance and the Bible.
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The Readings

Winter Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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March 03

March 24

Exodus 34:29-35

Isaiah 55:1-9

Psalm 99

Psalm 63:1-8

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]

Luke 13:1-9

March 10

March 31

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Joshua 5:9-12

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Psalm 32

Romans 10:8b-13

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Luke 4:1-13

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

March 17
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 13:31-35

