The Galilean Newsletter, January, 2019
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
HAVING EPIPHANIES!
The first Sunday of the New Year falls on the Festival of the Epiphany. An
“epiphany” is a new awareness that someone has about something. This festival
marks and celebrates the arrival of the Wise Men (Magi) to the newborn Jesus.
Now, contrary to paintings, Christmas cards, and the assumption of many, these
star-followers did not arrive at the manger on Christmas. I will have more to say
and to explain about that during worship at our first weekend services. For now,
suffice it say that their arrival has many significant things to say about Jesus –
more than just what they had thought: that He was simply a “newborn king.”
The whole month of January will contain additional “epiphanies” for us about Jesus. Each one is
meant to further equip us in our own understanding about who Jesus is for us. Some of the things
we will encounter may be familiar to us even though they were “epiphanies” for those who were
encountering Jesus for the first time. But some of these things may in fact be new epiphanies for you
today. Those will be exciting times, as most epiphanies are.
Already today we can ask the Holy Spirit to grace us with the heart and mind that we will need to
have in order to recognize and appreciate what arrives for us in Christ Jesus. The Wise Men who
arrived came bearing gifts. But Christ Jesus is actually the gift that keeps on giving. We look forward
to gathering with you in celebration of His presence and presents!

Blessed Epiphany!

Pastor Jay

January News & Events
FROM “SERVE US” to “SERVICE” (Pastor Jay)
I could use your help. Like every volunteer organization (church or otherwise), Galilee needs
volunteers in order to function well. Also like every other volunteer organization, such volunteers are
rarely in abundance. That has gotten me wondering about the difference between a congregation
that has a “serve us” orientation to one that has a “service” orientation. What kind do you think that
we are at Galilee? Which kind would you prefer?
Now, it seems to me that there are a number of things that can lead a congregation to function with
a “serve us” mindset. First, there is our natural human tendency to be self-centered. Martin Luther
described this as a fundamental characteristic of “sin.” Then there is the culture that we live in where
we are used to having a lot of different people wait on us (from the stores we shop at, to the
restaurants and other places where we go). We go with the intention and expectation of being
served. But how much should that happen as we are church together? When is it alright for us to be
served, and when and how should service be something that we are actively about?
Is there a right balance for a congregation and a community of believers who are followers of Christ
Jesus? I remember how Jesus tells His followers that He came “not to be served, but to serve.”
He then expected that this should characterize His followers as well (see Matthew 20:28, Mark
10:45, and John 13:1-17). How is that going among us? What should that look like?
I have chosen this as a focus of reflection for this new year. I commend that to you as well. Please
help me to understand the right balance for between “serve us” and “service.”

Annual Meeting – Sunday, January 27 @ 11:30am
The Annual Meeting of the congregation is both an opportunity to review and celebrate Christ’s work
among us in the past year, and to prayerfully plan for our role in His ministry for the new year. Your
presence is desired as we briefly report to one another the ways in which ministry took place in and
through Galilee, and we look forward to how we can be of service in 2019.
Plan to pick up an Annual Report booklet which will be available a week before our meeting. Then
plan to participate in the reporting and decision-making as we move forward. The meeting will
immediately follow the conclusion of our second Sunday service. Thank you for being present!
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January News & Events

Your 2019 Leadership Board
(Pictured above are Matthew Strosin, Ann Dee Austin, Susan Olson, Pastor Jay Ford,
Chris Rudolph, Steve Hanson and Jeff Dohlby)
Time for a New Picture for the Directory?
The online Pictorial Directory for the congregation has become a great asset for connecting and
communicating with one another. It also has been a huge help in coming to recognize one another connecting names with faces. Given today’s flexible technology, we are also able to update that
information rather quickly as it changes.
As we begin this new year, now might be a good time to check and see if you might want to update
your picture for this directory. When was the last time that you did that? Remember, we do change.
It is helpful to others to acknowledge those changes in appearance. Simply email a new picture to
the church office (office@galileelc.org) and Jane will get that updated for us. Thank you!

Coming this summer…….
ELCA Churchwide Assembly – Milwaukee (August 5-10)
We have a very unique (maybe “once in a lifetime”) opportunity in having the 2019 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly taking place in Milwaukee next summer. ELCA Lutherans from across the
country will be gathered for worship, education, and action. Plan now to take advantage of this
happening right here among us. Even better, check out the ELCA.org website for ways that you can
volunteer to help out. Many volunteers will be needed. Help us put out a very hospitable “Welcome!”
mat and be gracious hosts for this important event for our Church.
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Faith Talks for Families
Parent Forum #2
Faith Talks For Families
Gathering for the future of our children
WHO: All 6th - 8th Grade Parents & Teachers
WHEN: Sunday, January 6, 2019, 11:45-1:15
WHERE: Gathering Place - Light Lunch included
WHY: To discuss ways “we as church together”
can help better prepare our children for the joys,
changes, surprises and challenges that lie
ahead. A deeper faith means a greater resiliency
for the winding, up and down roads of life. Come
and bring a friend to this extremely important
topic.
Questions To Ponder




How many weeks does a parent have between a child’s birth & graduation?
Which phase of a kid’s life do you think is most important?
The world is having trouble keeping up with the world. What can we do help our children from
being lost in this rapid and confusing change?

Please RSVP by Thurs., Jan. 3rd on SignUp Genius (for food count)
Contact Deacon Doug for more information:
douglas.krekling@galileelc.org or 414-531-7014
(Please contact Deacon Doug if requesting child care.)

Please join us for a multi-generational skating party
Sunday, January 13th, 3:00 – 5:00 pm
Naga-Waukee Ice Arena, 2699 Golf Road, Delafield, WI 262-646-7072
Cost is $5/person for kids and seniors (60+) and $6.50 for adults. Skate rental is $1.
If you have questions, contact Dianna Bednar at 262-691-1393 or
diannabednar@mindspring.com.
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board by the office, but last minute decisions to participate
are definitely welcomed! Last time we had skaters from ages 4 – 74 so don’t think you’re too
young or too old. Come and have some fun. Join us!
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Confirmation Meeting Reminder
Confirmation Students,
Mentors & Parents Meeting
All 7th and 8th grades




Sunday, January 13, 2019
11:45 - 1:15 PM (Includes light lunch, meet in the Gathering Place)
Be sure to invite your Mentor

Please RSVP on Signup Genius
(For accurate food quantity)


7th graders, please bring your Confirmation/Mentor Packets.
We will continue to explore Taking Faith Home, Faith5, Gratitude Attitude Journals, Luther’s
Small Catechism, and more.

Gratitude Attitude

Contact Deacon Doug for more information.
douglas.krekling@galileelc.org
414-531-7014 (mo)

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV)
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Galilee Celebrates the Christmas Season!

Celebrating the First Sunday of Advent
and the lighting of the Christmas tree.

The Hat & Mitten Tree for our Partnership
congregation, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Milwaukee.

The Children’s Christmas Program, “Christmas Presence” on December 16.
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Mission of Healing—El Salvador in February, 2019
Galilee will again have representation on the Mission of Healing in which various health and spiritual
care is provided members of the Salvadoran Lutheran Church congregations.
Congregation members of Los Martires, our Sister Parish Congregation attend
these clinics and look forward to the help provided them.
A large component of the MOH involves distribution of toothbrushes. As in the
past we will have a suitcase in the Narthex and ask that you contribute a
toothbrush, or two or three to help in this ministry. Thousands and thousands of toothbrushes are
distributed all as a contribution of Greater Milwaukee Synod congregations becoming involved.
This is a wonderful way for Galilee members to be part of this terrific global outreach ministry.
Thank you for your consideration.
We pray for Barb Barthel and all who will be part of this Mission of Healing Delegation and important
ministry.

El Salvador Ministry
In the month of December we were able to provide children in our Sister Congregation with $1,000
for Backpacks and School Supplies for the upcoming school year beginning in January, 2019.
Through the generous Noisy Offering contributions throughout the year a good portion of the
backpack cost is covered from our third of the Offering. The remainder is taken from donations to
the El Salvador Gift and Memorial account.
(The Noisy Offering is shared by our Meru, St. Paul’s and El Salvador Partnerships for the benefit of
children.)
We were also able to forward $300 to Los Martires, our Sister Parish Congregation to be used for a
Christmas Party predominately for the children. This has been provided by donations to the El
Salvador Gift and Memorial account,
We are so appreciative of all who have contributed to assist in our El Salvador Ministry.
El Salvador Ministry Team
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Galilee Sunday School
Thank you to the Sunday School children and Confirmation young people
who participated in the wonderful Christmas Program, “Christmas
Presence”, those who helped with the presentation, the orchestration, the
organization are all given a huge THANK YOU.
Another year has come and gone and we look forward to starting our
second half of the Sunday School year on January 6th. We hope you
enjoyed a Blessed Christmas with family and friends and we wish you a
New Year filled with Joy, Peace, Faith, Happiness and Love.
We offer a big thank you to all the children who donated the mittens, scarves and hats for our
November/December Outreach Project. Galilee - You are great! You have touched the lives of so
many people at St. Paul’s in Milwaukee.
Our January Outreach will again be toothbrushes to support the Ministry of the Mission Of Healing in
El Salvador in February. In the health clinics that are provided, thousands of toothbrushes are
distributed and we can help that important ministry. We again have Galilee participation in the
Mission of Healing.
As we start this New Year we ask God to continue to guide us and walk with us each day throughout
the year to grow our faith and encourage us to live the best life yet in our days ahead.
Blessings to you for the New Year from all involved in the Galilee Children’s Christian Education.
Barb Barthel – Sunday School

Lutheran Social Services
Galilee has earmarked $1850 within it’s 2019 Budget to assist Lutheran Social
Services (LSS) with it’s mission and vision: To create healthy communities filled
with people using their God-given gifts to serve.
Our role in realizing our vision is reflected in our Mission Statement, which is: “Act
compassionately. Serve humbly. Lead courageously.” LSS’s core belief is “The
Infinite Worth of Every Person”.
LSS provides a wide variety of services within Waukesha county:
 Adoption
 Foster Care
 AODA and family counseling and a host of additional vital services to enhance the strength of our
brothers and sisters in Christ!
- Tom Reinke
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Galilee Book Club
The Galilee Book Club will meet Thursday, January 24 at 4 pm in the Gathering
Place. We will be discussing "Everything I Never Told You" by Celeste Ng. Lydia,
the favorite child, of Marilyn and James Lee is found dead. The family is torn apart
in different ways according to their relationship with Lydia and the secrets they
kept. The marriage starts to crumble. Her older brother, Noah, is consumed by
anger.
Hannah, the youngest child, observes and seems to understand what is
happening. A moving story of a family's secrets that are exposed through tragedy.
Join us for a gripping discussion. All are welcome.
And once again thank you to everyone that contributed gift cards for our teen Food Pantry
clients. Members of Galilee have large and giving hearts. It is with gratitude we join with the
Interchurch Lay Council member churches to provide for our Food Pantry Clients. Thank you.
Pam Graham, Natalie Schmitt, and Sharon Vitek
Galilees' representatives on the Interchurch Lay Council

Waukesha Women’s Center
Waukesha Women’s Center presents
(em)Power Luncheon
Wednesday, April 24th, 2019 at 11:00 AM
featuring Terry Crews
Wednesday, April 24, 2019 at the Potawatomi Hotel & Casino
The Waukesha Women’s Center is thrilled to present Terry Crews as the keynote speaker of our
2019 (em)Power Luncheon! The (em)Power Luncheon — formerly Anniversary Luncheon —
honors the courageous voices of survivors, those who advocate for survivors, and those who speak
out to affect change. Actor, athlete, and author Terry Crews is all three.
Many know Crews as an actor, an artist, and a former NFL athlete. After sharing his story as a male
#MeToo survivor in 2018, and his subsequent testimony before the Senate Judiciary Committee in
support of the Sexual Assault Survivor Bill of Rights, we now also know him as an activist.
Terry Crews has become an outspoken, honest and important male voice, included as one of
Time magazine’s Silence Breakers who were named 2017 Person of the Year. Through his work,
Crews is a tireless advocate for survivors and for legislation changes that will better protect survivors
and hold perpetrators accountable.
Be sure to mark your calendars for our 2019 (em)Power Luncheon to hear Terry’s powerful
message during Sexual Assault Awareness Month!
For more information, see https://twcwaukesha.org/event/empower/
For more information, contact Shelly Dohlby (262-527-9513)
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Prayer Shawl/Blanket Ministry

Compassion Care Ministry

It’s a Winter Gathering of our
Prayer Shawl/Blanket Ministry!

There will be a meeting for this ministry on
Tuesday, January 8th at 4pm in the
Gathering Place. We will meet to update each
ministry and review our goals for 2019.

You are invited to join us on Tuesday, January
15 at 11:30am as we gather at the Good
Harvest Market Cafe. (2205 Silvernail Road)
We will have an opportunity to purchase lunch
and share time together in a warm place. ALL
ARE WELCOME!
Please contact either Ann Dee Austin 262-5101002, Kathy Akers 262-691-1014 or Mary
Benrud 414-640-2211 if you are planning on
attending this event.
Look forward to seeing you - Winter Blessings!
- Ann Dee Austin

Grief and Loss Support Group
Loss and Living Gathering
Tuesday, January 22nd - 6:30 p.m.
at Galilee Lutheran Church
A reminder that our Group meets monthly
on the fourth Tuesday of each month. We
listen, share, comfort and support each
other through the loss process, even though
our losses may be different. This
Gathering is not limited to the loss of a
loved one but includes any loss that affects
us emotionally or physically.
We care for each other, understand and
pray for support, healing and strength in
our lives. Your faith and insight may
have a profound impact on our journey of
healing.
If you know of someone who might benefit
from this Loss and Living Gathering please
invite them to join us.
Barb Barthel and Members of the Galilee
Bereavement Ministry.
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The areas that are part of Compassion Care
are:
 Health & Wellness
 Card Ministry
 Healing Prayer
 Grief & Loss
 Prayer Chain
 Prayer Shawl
 Teddy Bear Ministry
 Care for Creation
Please contact Mary Stauber with any
questions at 262.442.4682. I am also looking
for a Co-Coordinator for this ministry as well.
- Mary Stauber

Health & Wellness
Thursday, January 3, 2019
9:45 am in the Fellowship Hall

Our January Health and Wellness meeting will
feature a special program with Mary Mauer,
former Galilee Parish Nurse and Pewaukee
Community Outreach Nurse for ProHealth
Care. Mary will show us “How to start off the
New Year with Health and Happiness”. All
members and friends are invited.
- Nancy Rice

Ministry Staff Schedules

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Deacon Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2019
Pete Klatt - President
Steve Hanson - Vice President
Marilyn Lindemeyer - Secretary
Susan Olson - Member at large
Matthew Strosin - Member at large
Chris Rudolph - Treasurer
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Theresa Opie
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Open
Administration ~ Jim Hagen & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Mary Stauber

Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Jan. 06

Open

Jan. 13

Open

Jan. 20

Open

Jan. 27

Open

To make a donation of flowers for the worship,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2019 Altar Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift! If you have any
questions, please call the church office at 262691-2380.

Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

Bunco is back on January 12th at 6:00 pm
Beat the Winter Blahs!
Get your dice rolling skills in tip-top shape for this fun night of
entertainment. We will gather in the Gathering Place following the Saturday night
worship service on January 12th.
EVERYONE is WELCOME! If you’ve never played before, it’s an easy game to learn.
Come join us and have some fun. Please use sign-up sheet on the bulletin board by
the office.
Any questions, contact Nancy Rice at 262-691-9488.
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The Readings

Winter Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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January 6

January 20

Isaiah 60:1-6

Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

Psalm 36:5-10

Ephesians 3:1-12

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Matthew 2:1-12

John 2:1-11

January 13

January 27

Isaiah 43:1-7

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

Psalm 29

Psalm 19

Acts 8:14-17

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Luke 4:14-21

