The Galilean Newsletter, December, 2018
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
Closing in on The End
December is here already, can you believe it? With that, of course, comes
Christmas which is joyful even though often accompanied with challenges and
stresses. As the Church, we will joyfully gather to remember the night of Jesus’
birth.
But as wonderful and essential as His birth was for us in order to have the
promise of salvation and eternal life, it is not Jesus’ birth that we now look
forward to and long for. Instead, Christians are eagerly yearning for His promised return. In fact, it is
Christ’s return (Second Coming) that is actually the first and primary focus and theme of the four week Advent Season which begins the first weekend in December.
Jesus, along with most of the New Testament authors, speaks about and anticipates His promised
return. Unfortunately, just when that will happen is not for us to know exactly. So, it is crucial that we
always be ready for it. That’s one of the gifts and purposes of the weekly Lectionary schedule of
Scripture Readings. The cycle of readings keeps the message of Jesus fresh in our hearts and
minds. It helps us to be prepared on an ongoing basis for whenever the Lord will suddenly reappear.
His appearance this time will signal “the End” of the world as it is. It will signal the time for the
creation of new heavens and a new earth. It will signal the end of the reign of sin and evil in the
world. It will signal the arrival of “Your Kingdom come” that we pray for in the Lord’s Prayer. It will
signal the end of pain, sorrow, loss, and brokenness forever.
So, this December we are closing in on the end of the year. But we need to be even more mindful of
the fact that we are closing in on the End time. The Scriptures refer to that as “the Day” of His
appearing. So, let us conduct our lives today in the way that we will want to be found when He
comes (advents). That way we will always be ready. And that is the purpose of this Season!

Living with you in expectation,
Pastor Jay

December News & Events
Snow Shoveling Volunteers
With the arrival of winter, Galilee’s need for help keeping our walkways cleared of
snow also arrives. We are grateful to Dean Sternad who is again coordinating the
schedule of volunteers. Each volunteer takes a week at a time in rotation. The
more volunteers we have the easier the winter commitment will be. If you haven’t
already volunteered, please give the Church office a call and you will be integrated in. Who knows,
you might get the week that has no snowfall! Thank you to all of you who volunteer!!!
Come Christmas Caroling & Potluck Chili Supper
Sunday, Dec. 9 3:00—6:00 pm
One of the best activities each year is Christmas Caroling to our homebound
Galileans. Many neighbors and fellow residents also get to enjoy this gift of
Christmas cheer. You are invited to share in this afternoon of caroling. We then
return to Galilee to share in a potluck chili supper. Volunteers to bring chili and
desserts are also needed. Please see the sign-up sheet on the hallway bulletin board, and bring
your Christmas cheer.
End of the Year Offerings
As we come to the end of the year, your financial support is greatly appreciated; enabling our
congregation to finish as strongly as we began this year. Please note that for tax purposes, gifts to
be credited to 2018 must be received by December 30 th. Also, if for tax purposes you are planning
an “ever-other-year” schedule, please notify our treasurer (Chris Rudolph) so that the impact on the
church budget can be anticipated.
Remember, as stipulated by our congregation’s governing documents, unless homebound or
due to special circumstances (shared with the pastor), a record of at least bi-annual worship
and financial support needs to be maintained for “active” membership status.
Thank you for your personal and financial support of our congregation in ministry for Christ this year!
Proposed 2019 Budget introduced – December 16 @ 9:15am
The 2019 Budget will not be voted on until Sunday, January 27. However, again this year our
Treasurer, Chris Rudolph, will be available on December 16 during the Education Hour to introduce
and offer commentary on the proposed 2019 Budget. This presentation will take place in the Lower
Level fellowship hall (due to the Sunday School rehearsing for the Christmas Program upstairs)
beginning at 9:15am. You are encouraged to attend.

Christmas Eve Worship Services
Monday, December 24
4:00 pm and 9:00 pm
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Word Gifting Prayer
… trying to think of a very special gift for
someone?
Word Gifting Prayer
I had a conversation with someone about the varied styles and
ways we can pray; ways we directly communicate with our living
God. This person was very surprised to discover that prayer
doesn't have to be elaborate and involved. “Do you mean
prayers don’t have to be long, and complex - prayers can be
simple too?” Yes, prayers can be many, many words, or just a
few words or yes, just a single word.

Try a One Word Gifting Prayer.
Go ahead, try praying a single word prayer to God right now…*below are a few suggested words to
consider and, consider writing your own. Keep in mind you can pray anywhere and any time;
shopping, in a checkout line, waking up, going to bed, bathing, showering, driving, sitting at a stop
light, stuck in traffic, waiting for someone or thing, working out. Prayer is totally portable…and it
makes a great gift!
Next, try praying a single word prayer to God about someone you know who needs extra help,
encouragement, forgiveness, reassurance, love…what word do you choose. A word lifted up to
encourage? A word that reflects the day? A word that describes what you see in that person? A
word offered as a blessing? Or?
Think of a person. Write your prayer word on a sticky-note, or small piece of paper - to carry with
you, to hand, send, or to give to that person. You could even write a short note why the one prayer
word gift is being offered. Here’s an example;
“Dear God, I am giving [person’s name here] this word gift because… Dear God, I thank you for
your gift of forgiving, reconciling, grace filled love. Amen!
Corinthians 13:13 So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
Look for opportunities throughout your day to gift other people with a single word gift of prayer! Be
the daily “Daily Samaritan” Jesus calls you to be…everyday, everywhere, every relationship. “Go
and do likewise.” Luke 10:37
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Word Gifting Prayer
God’s word calls us to pray, so how do we respond as followers of Christ?.







"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer."–Romans 12:12
"And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests." -Ephesians 6:18
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God." –Philippians 4:6
"Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful." –Colossians 4:2
"Pray continually" -1 Thessalonians 5:17
"I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for
everyone …" -1 Timothy 2:1

Jesus regularly prayed so what are we to do as followers of Christ?
 "After he had dismissed them, he w ent up on a mountainside by himself to pray." –Matthew
14:23
 "Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, 'Sit here
while I go over there and pray.'" –Matthew 26:36
 "Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a
solitary place, where he prayed." –Mark 1:35
 "But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed." –Luke 5:16



"One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to
God." –Luke 6:12
"Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give
up." –Luke 18:1

May the love of Jesus Christ bless your everyday, everywhere, and in every relationship.
*More one word “Word Gifting” suggestions: Ambitious Appreciative Believing Blessed
Brave Breath Caring Compassionate Courageous Creative Dream Faith Friendship
Forgiveness Gentle Gracious Grateful Heartfelt Helpful Honoring Hopeful Inspiring
Joyful Kind Laughter Listener Living Loving Patient Peaceful Persevering Promising
Renewing Spiritual Strength Striving Thoughtful Time Trusting Truthful Unselfish
Welcoming Wise Wondering…
Deacon Doug
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December “Faith In Action” at St. Paul’s
Open to ALL Galileans!

Wednesday, December 19th
5:00 PM-8:00 PM

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Help to serve food, beverages, & assist with Kim’s Closet and Two Tunics at our
partnership congregation. Invite a friend to signup.
NOTE: Confirmation Students will receive 4 service hours toward their 12 required service hours
Please REGISTER at SignUp Genius
WHEN: Wednesday, December 19th - 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM
5:00 PM - Depart Galilee Parking Lot
8:00 PM - Return to Galilee Parking Lot (Note: return time is approximate)
“…you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than
these.” (Mark 12:30-31)

"Go and do likewise." (Luke 10:37)
Everywhere, everyday, and in every relationship.
NOTE: 1. "General permission & Medical Forms" for all under-age participants must be submitted to Deacon Doug prior
to departure 2. Volunteer drivers must have completed & turned in their "Covenant for Drivers Forms" prior to driving.
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The Encuentro in El Salvador
We returned from El Salvador and both agreed
it was a great week and a wonderful opportunity
to participate in the Encuentro, a Gathering of
those with Sister Parish Congregation
Partnerships.
Meeting with people of El Salvador, along with
others from the Synods having Synod
Partnerships The Bishop from Washington DC
was there along with our Greater Milwaukee
Synod Bishop Paul Erickson. The two Bishops
from the California Synods were unable to
attend as they had previous commitments.
Bishop Medardo Gomez from El Salvador was

Milwaukee Delegation photo by Pastor Chris Manke

there to share his thoughts and greetings.

Can you find Barb Barthel and Doug Dehler?

Many areas from the United States were represented along with representation from Finland and
Germany.
To start the week we worshiped at Los Martires our Sister Congregation in the community of Mons.
Romero. A unified service with a Roman Catholic Priest presiding along with Pastor Martir. A Fiesta
followed celebrating the Sainthood of Mons Romero as well as the birthday of our Sister
Congregation.
We attended a second worship service in El Chipilte the Sister Congregation of North Cape in
Franksville who we have been travelling with during our delegation visits
Valuable time with Pastor Martir discussing the needs of the Community.
Pastor Martir accompanied us to La Palma the site of the event, but needed to leave because of his
wife’s medical condition that was worsening. Please continue to pray for Rosa Elvira as she has had
six surgeries within the last several weeks and needs healing prayers..
During the planning and reporting portion of the event we had an opportunity to see how the ministry
of the Salvadoran Lutheran Church has progressed and grown since the last Encuentro. It is led by
talented and committed Pastors both women and men particularly in the areas of Youth, Disaster
Relief and the Environment, Immigration and Migration, Medical Care, Sex Education in the Schools,
Gang Violence to name some areas.
Breakout Sessions allowed us to share the difficulties and the possibilities we all share within our
own congregations as well as the Lutheran Church in El Salvador.
If you have any specific areas you want to know about just let us know.
- Doug Dehler and Barb Barthel - El Salvador Ministry
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Additional December News
We are again providing Backpacks for the children in our Sister Parish
Congregation, Los Martires in the Community of Mons. Romero. The gifts include
the backpacks, school supplies and socks for the children who will be starting their
new school term in January of 2019.
We continue to use the portion of the Noisy Offering contributions allocated for El Salvador. If you
would like to make an additional contribution for the Backpacks to supplement the total sent we
would welcome your monetary donation. Place your contribution in an envelope and mark it El
Salvador Backpacks and it will be included in the funds directed to them.
The backpacks will then be purchased in El Salvador and distributed to the children. It is a
wonderful gift that we can make to the children and important as they engage in their 27 minute walk
to school. We thank you for your consideration.
- El Salvador Ministry
2018 Christmas Angel Tree for La Casa Daycare Center in Waukesha
Once again, we will have the opportunity to share our blessings with the children at the
La Casa Daycare Center in Waukesha. The Angel Tree is located in the Narthex,
decorated with many gifts tags for the children.
It will be decorated with tags that contain the name, age, gender, size and gift
suggestions for each child. The list is to give you flexibility in choices, please purchase one gift for
each tag. If you’d like to participate, please select a tag and purchase a gift for that child. Further
instructions will be printed in the weekly announcements regarding deadline dates.
Thank you in advance for your wonderful generosity to these children.
God’s blessings, Mary Winter
Looking Ahead….

Confirmation Students, Mentors & Parents Meeting

All 7th through 8th grades
† Sunday, January 13, 2019
† 11:45-1:15 PM (Includes light lunch, meet in the Gathering Place)
† Be sure to invite your Mentor

† Please RSVP on Signup Genius
(For accurate food quantity)
† 7th graders, please bring your Confirmation/Mentor Packets.

7

Galilee Sunday School
Please join us on December 16th for the Sunday School Christmas Program to
be held during the 10:30 am Worship Service. It is entitled, “Christmas
Presence” and will include children, youth and young people in the
presentation. We hope you will be there.
Our November and December Outreach Project is the collection of mittens, hats
and scarves for our Galilee Mitten Tree for the benefit of our Urban Sister
Congregation, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Milwaukee.
There are no Sunday School Classes on December 23rd or December 30th.
The following are some things you may wish to consider as we prepare our hearts and those of your
family for the Christmas Season: There are opportunities for each of us to do, individually, as a
family or as a group within Galilee
 Share special prayers of thanks for the Birth of Jesus
 Continue or start an Advent or Christmas tradition
 Reflect on Advent and talk about peace, love, hope and joy

Reach out to others
Jesus encourages us to help everyone, beginning with our family and our neighbors. We are also
asked to help those whom we may not especially like, or even those whom we do not know. Jesus
went throughout Galilee…preaching the good news of the kingdom and helping those in need.
Jesus tells us “Go and do the same”
Jesus is God’s gift of love to us. A promise to His people
All involved in the Sunday School education at Galilee wish you and your family a Very Blessed and
Beautiful Christmas.
- Barb Barthel,
Sunday School
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A Stewardship Moment
Thank you for all who helped out to make the Thankfulness Dinner on October
20 a huge success.











To all who planned and decorated (Penny V.)
To Paul Thorgaard for securing our musicians …
To Patricia and Ron DeBlaey, for the musical show…
To all who helped move the piano into place and back…
To Jim Bickel for his great job as Master of Ceremonies…
To the 5 O’Clock Club for the wonderful food...
To Theresa Opie who helped get that meal ordered…
To Deacon Doug and the confirmation class that entertained us with a song…
To all who donated delicious food and helped with set up and take down...
Cheryl and Don Hintze, David Keller, and Bill Braunschweig
And thanks to all who came to enjoy the night!

A special thanks to all the kind souls who helped serve and clean up, including washing the dishes!
We are thankful!!!!!!!
- Barb Barthel and Susan Keller, Co-Coordinators of Stewardship Ministry

2019 Adult Mission Trip to Newport, NC
Sponsored by St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Waukesha
Dr. Martin Luther, Oconomowoc; Atonement LC, Muskego
Christ the King, Delafield and All Saint’s LC, Wales

Saturday, February 23 to Sunday, March 3
An Adult Mission Trip is being planned for hurricane recovery on the ocean at
Camp Ablemarle in Newport, NC. This year’s trip will focus on helping people in
the Southeast to recover. We are inviting people to come forward with a servant’s heart and know
the we will serve somewhere in the NC area. The exact location will be determined at a later date.
We will be cleaning up and helping to rebuild homes. There will be a variety of needs presented to
us. People with all levels of technical ability will find meaningful work. We go as servants carrying
new life to God’s people.
The cost of the trip should be ~$400 per person. Fees paid will cover transportation and lodging,
food and programing expenses. Participants need to cover food on the road and any other personal
incidentals that arise on the trip. Our transportation will be 15-passenger rental vans or the option of
flying to the destination.
We would like to have at least 50 volunteers.
A kickoff meeting will be Tuesday, December 11, 6:30 pm, at St Luke’s Lutheran Church in
Waukesha. A $100 deposit will be collected to reserve your spot on the team.
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Galilee Book Club
Galilee Book Club will meet
Thursday, Dec. 27 at 4 pm. We
will be discussing "Rascal" by
Sterling North. A heart touching
story of a boy and his pet raccoon.
Come prepared to share your
favorite book from your childhood
and why it still resonates There will be hot
cider and leftover Christmas treats. Everyone
is welcome. See you in the Gathering Place,
treats in hand.
- Sharon Vitek

Health & Wellness
Galilee Health and Wellness
Ministry will meet on Thurs.,
December 6, at 9:45 am in
the lower level.

Mr. Meru Coffee Project

Have a very PEABERRY Christmas!
The Mt. Meru Coffee Project has a special treat
for you, your family, and your friends. Only 5%
of coffee beans picked are peaberry. These are
single beans that have grown within the coffee
“cherry” where two beans normally grow.
These single coffee beans offer a richer coffee
taste while being less acidic than standard
coffee. The wonderful flavor of Mt. Meru
Premium Coffee is the same but a richer form.

The topic will be CHRISTMAS!
 Staying healthy, wealthy, and wise: is there
too much family and/or too little family?
 Who can we share our Joy and holiday
messages with?

Lutherdale Summer Camps
Registration is open now for
Lutherdale Summer Camps
until January 9th, 2019, for a
45% discount.
Costs are:

$410 for full week
$215 for half week

Galilee has 2 children signed up for week 9,
August 4-9.
There are also camps available for adults.
For details please see their website
at www.lutherdale.org.
Any questions? Please contact Sara
Schroeder at 262-370-0227.
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These beans need to be sorted by hand and
lightly roasted for the special flavor you can
enjoy. Both whole bean and drip grind peaberry
coffee are available for the holidays. This
coffee is packaged in a distinctive red package
that is labelled “Have a Peaberry Christmas”.
These special Holiday packages include a
coffee scoop and sell for $15.00.
The Mt. Meru Coffee Project is improving the
standard of living for the families of the coffee
farmers of Mt. Meru by paying a price higher
than fair trade standards. These farm families
live on 3-5 acre farms where they grow
sustenance crops, and in most cases, grow
coffee as their only cash crop.
Thank YOU for your continued support of
the Mt. Meru Coffee Project!

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Deacon Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2018
Pete Klatt - President
Steve Hanson - Vice President
Marilyn Lindemeyer - Secretary
Susan Olson - Member at large
Matthew Strosin - Member at large
Chris Rudolph - Treasurer
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Theresa Opie
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Open
Administration ~ Jim Hagen & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Mary Stauber

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Dec. 02

Carole Brinkman

Dec. 09

Margo & Ken Krumnow

Dec. 16

Open

Dec. 23

Open

Dec. 31

Open

To make a donation of flowers for the worship,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2018 Alter Flower charts in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift! If you have any
questions, please call the church office at 262691-2380.
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

Lutheran A Cappella Choir to Present “Out of Darkness…Light!”
The Lutheran A Cappella Choir of Milwaukee will be presenting its
annual Christmas concert, “Out of Darkness…Light!” on Friday, Dec. 7th
at 7:30pm and also on Sunday, Dec. 9th at 3:00pm. Featured in the concert will be Vaughan
Williams’ “Fantasia on Christmas Carols”, featuring soloist Lee Henning, a set of lessons and
carols, “On Christmas Night”, featuring a 15-voice treble choir, and other music of the Advent and
Christmas seasons, including two recent works by John Rutter.
Friday’s concert will be held at Grace Lutheran Church, W196 N9525 Cross View Way,
Menomonee Falls, while Sunday’s concert will be held at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 1615 N.
Wauwatosa Ave., Wauwatosa. Ticket prices are $15.00 for general admission and $12.00 for
seniors and students. More information about the concert and tickets are available from the choir’s
website at www.lutheranacappella.org, or at the door.
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The Readings

Winter Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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December 2

December 16

Jeremiah 33:14-16

Zephaniah 3:14-20

Psalm 25:1-10

Isaiah 12:2-6

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Philippians 4:4-7

Luke 21:25-36

Luke 3:7-18

December 9

December 23

Malachi 3:1-4

Micah 5:2-5a

Luke 1:68-79

Luke 1:46b-55

Philippians 1:3-11

Hebrews 10:5-10

Luke 3:1-6

Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]
December 30
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

