The Galilean Newsletter, April, 2018
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
“April (Christian) Fools!”
“We are fools for the sake of Christ” (1 Corinthians 4:10)
If you have been at Galilee at all since the middle of February you know that
we have not shied away from being called “fools” at all. In fact, we have
courageously claimed that identity as our own. We have relished in it. We
have celebrated it. Especially now as we enter into this Easter Season,
together with St. Paul we are proud to identify ourselves as “Fools for Christ!”
I love the fact that this year the Festival of the Lord’s Resurrection falls on April 1 st! Most people
know and refer to this day as “April Fool’s Day.” Accounts as to its origin differ, but there seems to
have been an “April Fools” type of celebration dating back into the 1500’s. It was known as a day for
practical jokes and hoaxes played on one another.
How perfect to think of Jesus’ Resurrection that way! The threatened Jewish leaders certainly
wanted to spread the news that the whole (“He is risen”) thing was a hoax, made up by Jesus’
desperate followers. But the testimony of the eye-witnesses to the fact of Jesus’ resurrection reveals
that the joke was really on the Devil and those who wanted to get rid of (and thought that they had
gotten rid of) Jesus by crucifying Him on a cross!
April Fools! He’s alive!
Today there are still many who cannot and will not accept this news to be true. “Fake news” is what
they would probably say today. To be fair, it does sound unreal and unbelievable. It sounds silly and
foolish to believe. It doesn’t make sense that a man dying on a cross could save anyone. It also
doesn’t make sense that a loving and all powerful God would act in this kind of way.
I agree. It doesn’t make sense. It’s not the way that most of us would have done things. It does
sound foolish. However, Christians trust that “God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength” (1 Cor. 1:25). And “God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world …to reduce to nothing
things that are” (v. 28).
This month will find us fully engaged in this Resurrection foolishness. It is the core of Christian faith,
and the news that changes everything! Here’s the time to get even more curious about what this is
all about! So, come and find out what it means to be “April (Christian) Fools!”

Pastor Jay

April News from Pastor Jay
My (Pastor Jay’s) Sabbatical Plans
From the day after Pentecost (May 21) until the end of August, I will be “on Sabbatical” – utilizing
this gracious a time of intended renewal provided by the congregation. First of all, “Thank you so
very much for providing this time!” I also thank all of you who are stepping up in various ways to
provide the needed congregational leadership during my absence. And while the intention is that
this be somewhat restful, it seems to me to be the only chance that I have of ever writing that
dissertation paper that is the last requirement for me to earn my Doctorate in Ministry degree –
something that I have had to put on hold for the last six years while serving Galilee.
Now, Galilee’s previous experience of pastoral sabbaticals was easier to plan for since, until I
arrived, Galilee long had two (2) pastors on staff, and the one remaining would simply carry on the
pastoral duties. With that not being the case now, I am grateful that the retired pastors who are
members of Galilee are willing to pitch in for weekend preaching/presiding duties and to be available
for any emergency pastoral needs. In next month’s newsletter we will provide you with the
procedure to access such pastoral care if needed.
This summer is actually shaping up to be a treat for Galilee! Just as we so enjoyed having these
pastors share in preaching for the midweek Lenten series in 2017, so each weekend will offer a
different pastor bringing you the news of grace and love in Christ Jesus! We are blessed to have
such gifted servants among us! We also have some additional special plans for the summer which
we will share about next month.
In the meantime, let’s look at this Sabbatical time as a special experience for us all. Actually, the
time will go quickly, but the benefits are promising for us all! Thank you!
- Pastor Jay
Time to Get your OFH Donations in!
Thank you to all of you who signed up and participated in the Outreach for Hope (OFH) Lenten
challenge of “$1 a Day for Poverty” campaign. Galilee surpassed the goal of having 40 households
participate! Actually, we had 53 households. If you have not done so already, now is the time to
follow through and submit those donations. To do so, please make your checks payable to “Galilee
Lutheran Church,” and earmarked “$1 a Day for Poverty.” Thank you, and remember that we don’t
have to limit ourselves to just $40.
The Annual Synod Assembly (May 31 – June 2)
This year’s Assembly of the Greater Milwaukee Synod will take place at the end of next month, and
returns to the Crystal Springs Hotel in Pewaukee. That means that in addition to our appointed
voting members (Deb Kohler and Bill Rudolph) any of you may take the opportunity of looking in on
it, cruising the display area, and sharing in the worship services (always very special!). We will
remind you of this next month.
In addition, anyone interested in volunteering to help out at the Assembly is asked to give the
Galilee office a call, and we’ll get you connected with the Synod organizers.
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ELCA Assembly, 2019
ELCA Churchwide Assembly comes to Milwaukee in 2019
Speaking of ELCA assemblies, we have been informed that next year the nationwide “Churchwide”
Assembly of the ELCA will be held in Milwaukee! That will be a “big deal” and a wonderful
opportunity for us to see our church in action in this way. Such assemblies happen only every three
years. This next time we will be the host area. Look forward to it!

Sabbatical Reminder from your Mutual Ministry Team
The time of Pastor Jay’s sabbatical (beginning May 21st) is rapidly approaching and you may be
wondering what will happen while he is gone. Who will be covering his duties? Who will be
preaching? What if I need pastoral care in his absence? The Leadership Board and Pastor Jay
have been diligently putting together a plan and working out the details. We know that Pastor Jay is
very organized and very detail-oriented. You can rest assured that everything will be put in place
before he begins his sabbatical. There will be communication and an article in the May Galilean that
will address these questions and concerns.
Here’s some information regarding the sabbatical that has appeared in prior Galilean articles:
Did you know that a sabbatical leave is granted to provide an opportunity for the pastor to take an
extended period of time for renewal, enrichment, study, spiritual growth, travel, skill development,
research, and/or experimentation? Galilee’s sabbatical policy, which was established in 2006, says
that a sabbatical will be granted to a rostered leader after completing six years of service.
Pastor Jay will be completing six years of service in 2018 and will be utilizing the sabbatical for
renewal, enrichment, study, spiritual growth, travel, skill development and research. The tentative
plan is for his sabbatical to begin May 21st and run through late August 2018.
Full details of the sabbatical policy are available in the “member” section of our website –
www.galileelc.org. If you have any questions or concerns, we encourage you to contact one of the
mutual ministry team members listed below.
Mutual Ministry Members:
Carol Puestow, Dianna Bednar, Jill Plesh, Sharon Vitek and Tom Drover
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Faith Formation for Life/#FaithTalksForLife
ALL 7th -12th Grade Students - “Go and do likewise.”

FAITH IN ACTION - Hope Center in Waukesha
Sat, April 28th, 7:30 AM -10:15 AM
We will Provide Breakfast for people in need at the Hope Center,
502 E. North Ave, Waukesha, WI
7th & 8th grade Confirmation students, 9th - 12th grades students and other
Galilean Faith Leaders will Prepare, Make, Serve, Accompany and Clean-up
(PMSAC) this breakfast.
Sign up on Signup Genius now! Your help is greatly needed!
NOTE: Confirmation Students earn 3 Service Hours toward 12 required hours

ALL CONFIRMATION STUDENTS

Faith Formation For Life - All Confirmation Students
Sunday, April 29th, 4:00 PM - 5:15 PM
“Gathering for Relationships" - Meet in the Gathering Place
As Christians, we are called to be in relationship. The Bible is about relationships:
God’s relationship to us, our relationship to God, our relationships with each other;
it’s about relationships. Sometimes relationships take on a warped reality as
portrayed in media, in books, in all aspects of life. How do we live in relationship with
one another as God has desired for us? It is difficult to know what that is, especially
since the world has very loud, ever-present opinions on what relationships are.
So much is driven by self-need and looking out for No. 1. We are called to live the
counter-cultural message of relationships that are built on mutual respect, responsibility,
understanding, effort and care. This month we will consider relationships, how God directs us in
relationships and how to model positive, healthy relationships for our own lives and for others.

#Fai†hTalksForLife - all 8th-12th grade students and their parents
Sunday, April 29th, 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM
Fun, Devotion and Dinner (Pizza)
Come for some fun, devotions and caring conversations which will help
support your life and faith.
We will meet at Galilee in the Gathering Place.
Please RSVP to Deacon Doug at douglas.krekling@galileelc.org or
text your response to 414-531-7014
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April Adult & High School Christian Education
Sunday, April 8th, 9:15-10:15
“When Is the Ending Beginning?” The Gospel of Mark 13:1-37
Even in the most difficult, chaotic times, God is in control and his
disciples are called to be faithful. “Beware, keep alert; for you not
not know when the time will come.”
Facilitated by Bill Braunschweig

Sunday, April 15th, 9:15-10:15
Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?” The Gospel of Mark 15:22-39
The crucifixion is the climax of Mark’s Gospel, where we truly see what it means
for Jesus to be the Christ, the Son of God. In Jesus’ death we discover what it
means to experience life.
Facilitated by Pastor Karen Klatt

Sunday, April 22, 9:15-10:15
InterGeneration/Cross+Gen
Celebrating God’s Creation: Caring for Creation & Celebrating Our Partnerships

Ndoombo Parish, Meru Diocese, Tanzania, Africa
Los Martires in the community of Monsignor Romero, El Salvador, Central America
St Paul’s Lutheran Church, Greater Milwaukee Synod, Milwaukee, WI
Sunday, April 29th, 9:15-10:15
“Can the End Be Just a Beginning?” The Gospel of Mark 16:1-8
Mark’s Gospel concludes with the women’s fear and silence, but this ending also
serves as “the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God”.
Facilitated by Don Hintze

5

El Salvador “Mission of Healing”, February 2018
Galilee is so blessed to have three Partnerships – our urban partner, St. Paul’s in Milwaukee and our
global partners in Tanzania and El Salvador.
Our El Salvador partnership has two components – the congregation delegations that have taken
place every other November for the past several years and the “Mission of Healing” visits that have
taken place in February. This past February, Emily Danner, her friend Elizabeth Nelson, and Barb
Barthel had an opportunity to be part of the MOH along with 23 other individuals.
We arrived in San Salvador early evening on February 17 th descending to the airport through a
beautiful sunset and fluffy white clouds.
On Sunday we left to pick up Pastor Martir and his family and our translator to attend worship at our
Sister Congregation, Los Martires in the community of Monsenor Romero and later in the day a
service at Pastor Martir’s second congregation in El Chipilte. This is North Cape’s Sister
congregation and we worship there with them in our November delegations. The congregations are
always so welcoming and glad to have us be part of their worship. On Monday El Chipilte would be
the first of our Mission of Healing sites.
Plans for the clinics were different this year. Rather than having one site in San Salvador at the
Lutheran Synod offices court yard where they came to us for the clinics, we were going out to the
congregations and communities - to the people. This worked out to be a wonderful change as we
had an opportunity to see far more people and particularly far more family units. Three of the clinics
were about an hour and a half outside of San Salvador, the fourth at the Lutheran school in San
Salvador and adjunct the Lutheran Cathedral, the church Bishop Medardo ministers from.
Each morning we would load our large bus and van with supplies and head out from our Hotel.
When we arrived for the Clinic we would scope out the facility and decide what part of our clinic
should be where. In our clinic we provided:

• 4 Doctor/Nurse/Translator consultation areas

• A Pharmacy

• Diabetes Education
• 2 Counseling areas

• Nutrition Education
• Reading Glasses

• Oral Health with Fluoride for children
• Men Who Know for young men

• Days for Girls Education
• Arts and Crafts

• Parasite medication for the children
• Hand washing education
• 2 Spiritual Healing areas with Massages and Blessing of Hands
At the end of the day, we pack up and head back to the Hotel to prepare for the next day. They
were indeed long days but so very rewarding. In the evening we shared a meal, some reflection
times and some fun happy times.
Continued….
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El Salvador “Mission of Healing”, February 2018 (continued)
We share some of our thoughts:
Going into their communities, villages and congregations was very eye opening
and wish everyone had that opportunity.
The medical mission trip is a very humbling trip. Immense gratitude for all the
things we have in our life that Salvadorans might not have.
The strong faith of the people we came in contact with. How happy everyone was. Even though
they may not have much as far as material possessions, they are positive and upbeat and always
had a smile on their face.
The children LOVED the arts & crafts area – always big smiles on their faces for the little we could
provide.
We were blessed with talented, intelligent translators from the University and good to know they will
be the future of El Salvador.
The people were so thankful for what we could provide whether it was with the doctors, education
medication, spiritual healing or listening.
The graciousness of the Salvadoran people. They welcomed us into their communities with open
arms-saying thank you, cooking us elaborate lunches, offering to help us in whatever way they
could.
El Salvador has been through some tough times, but the country is beautiful. If you look at the
graffiti in the city, you see the talent of the people who painted it. The color, the life, the people.
Beauty was everywhere.
How well we worked together as a team. We went into each day not knowing what to expect as far
a clinic set-up. Every day was set up fast and we were able to service the highest number of
patients on any MOH trip so far. 1222 as opposed to 700 in other years.
It was not about the presents we were able to provide it was about our presence to walk with the
people, care and share and be part of their lives.
We feel very blessed to be part of this trip and serve the Salvadoran communities. A reminder on
how blessed we are in our lives and how important to give back to others.
- Emily Danner, Elizabeth Nelson, and Barb Barthel

Men’s Golfing Opportunity
Any senior men interested in playing golf on Wednesday mornings in a traveling 18
hole league, please contact Bill Rudolph (414-651-0094) or Mike Bohlmann (262-6911641) to hear about the details. This will start at the end of April.
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A Note from Global Gifting/Partnerships
Have you ever wished you had WISDOM? Did you know
that by being a member of Galilee, you DO have
WISDOM!
What is WISDOM/SOPHIA? WISDOM is the statewide
umbrella organization that includes SOPHIA (Stewards Of Prophetic, Hopeful, Intentional Action) (in
Waukesha County) and 10 other affiliates in Wisconsin. We are people of faith united by a passion
for justice, commitment to community and a practice of hope. SOPHIA empowers people to work
together on issues of justice and the common good. Our work is currently focused in five key areas:
1. Treatment Alternatives and Diversions (TAD) - Corrections
2. Immigration
3. Transit
4. Health Care
5. Housing
In WISDOM, we work to change lives primarily through education and advocacy. Since becoming
active in SOPHIA about seven years ago, I have learned about the great deal of injustice in our
society today. So many people are marginalized and feel powerless; we work to impact public
policies that affect those who are the most vulnerable. We use the tools of education to understand
issues; advocacy, empowerment and action to transform our communities.
Over the past 14 years, SOPHIA has had great success in influencing local and county policies
regarding treatment of immigrants, housing for middle and low income people, transportation and
treatment alternatives to incarceration. SOPHIA reaches out and works to empower people in our
Waukesha County communities, especially people who have normally been left out of the decision
making processes that affect them. SOPHIA's entire reason for being is to bring about systemic
change. We have a good collaborative relationship with many congregations and service agencies
who work with and among marginalized people.
If you are passionate about the well-being of others and would like further information about
WISDOM/SOPHIA, please consider joining us at our annual Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, April
28. Contact me for ticket information. - Carole Brinkman (262-691-4074).
SOPHIA of Waukesha
Breakfast & Silent Auction Fundraiser
Saturday, April 28, 2018 at 8:30 am
La Casa de Esperanza, 410 Arcadian Ave, Waukesha
Tickets are $40 per person. See Carole Brinkman

Keynote Speaker Reggie Jackson

Using a Historical Lens to Build Racial Understanding
Event detail, tickets, and how to get involved: sophiawaukesha.org
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Sunday School
Wishing you a Blessed Easter and Happy Spring!
We continue to celebrate our Outreach in Sunday School. Throughout the
remainder of the year we will utilize the piggy banks and collect coins (and
paper money if you wish) to be donated to the ELCA Good Gifts Program.
We will continue to look through the brochure and share with the children
the opportunities available then decide as a group where our money will be
designated. Even though we have a little bit of competition between the girls, boys, confirmation
group and the teacher/staff all the funds will be combined to be utilized in the Program.
It continues to be such a great opportunity to walk through the classroom areas and see the classes
in action and the enthusiasm on the part of the children and teachers. Just a reminder you are
always welcome to stop in the classes and “Be Our Guest”.
We thank you for your support of our Sunday School Education Program and the interest you have
shown. We could not do what we do without the help of Galilee and its members
Blessings to you all from the Teachers and Staff.
- Barb Barthel , Sunday School

You Are Invited to a Women’s Retreat May 11-12, 2018

To the Women of Galilee,
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Crystal Lake Illinois has extended us an invitation to participate in
their annual Women’s Retreat on Friday, May 11th (7:00pm) through Sat., May 12 at 3:30 pm.
The retreat is titled

“This Old House”
It will be held at the

Geneva Bay Centre, 1724 Main St. Lake Geneva, WI
Tickets are based on how many women per room and include a delicious breakfast and lunch.
2 people per room; $135/ea, 3 people per room; $115/ea, 4 per room; $95/ea
I have been asked to be a presenter this year, and would love to be
surrounded and supported by the women of Galilee. I hope you will prayerfully
consider joining this incredible retreat that I have found so uplifting in the past.
Please contact me for more information or to register.
I can be reached by e-mail at pennyzurn@yahoo,com or 262-366-8382
- Penny Zurn
Please purchase your ticket and hand in your signed waiver by April 8th
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2018 Riverwalk for Cancer

Hospitality Coordinator

Saturday, May 5, 2018

As of February of this year, I accepted the role
of “Coordinator of Hospitality”. As the
Coordinator, my position is to "provide
guidance and coordination in areas that will
create fellowship opportunities for members,
invite members and visitors to celebrate and
participate in church events, support visitors
and new member processes and perform tasks
needed to support church events." As I wrap
my head around these areas of ministries, I
welcome any support, input, and guidance you
may have to offer. I would love to have a
partner to work with! I can attend all the
scheduled meetings, but a Co-Coordinator or
even a person to help every once in a while
would be greatly appreciated. I am especially
looking for someone willing to help support the
coordination of Coffee/snack hour. I am looking
for ideas to do this. I can be reached at 262370-4516 or opiethe@gmail.com.
Thank you for your support!

Frame Park, Waukesha

Walk to care. Walk to cure.
The annual Riverwalk for Cancer will be held at
Frame Park in Waukesha on Saturday, May 5,
2018. Galilee once again is forming a team to
support this event. This is a great way for
people of all ages to participate in a worthwhile
community event.
Registration costs are: March 22 - May 1
May 2 - May 5

$30.00
$35.00

Your support of the ProHealth Care Walks for
Cancer makes a difference in the lives of our
neighbors, friends and family as they face a
cancer diagnosis and evaluate treatment
options. Please contact Nonye or Roger
Weiland for entry forms or more information
at 262-691-3091 or reweiland@hotmail.com.

- Theresa Opie

Health & Wellness Ministry

Coordinators for Annual Picnic
We are looking for at least two
Galilee members to cocoordinate the annual Church
Picnic in 2018. Nettesheim
Park has been reserved for
Sunday, June 24th. This would be a great
opportunity for some of the newer members to
become involved in a fun, annual event. If this
interests you or if you have questions, please
contact Anne Riegert at 414/758-5003
or Riegs4@sbcglobal.net.
Thank you to Jody Willie and Nicki Clousing for
your organizational skills over the past years!
Thanks,
- Anne Reigert

We will meet on Thursday, April 5th
at 9:30 am
in the Fellowship Hall
Arrive early and stay for a light lunch!
This month our program will be “The Aging
Brain: It’s not all bad news!” Presented by Gail
Osterfield.
Gail will lead another great presentation/
discussion on how the brain changes as we
age. Come early for gentle stretching. All are
welcome to attend!
- Nancy Rice
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Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Deacon Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2018
Pete Klatt - President
Steve Hanson - Vice President
Paige Rudolph - Secretary
Susan Olson - Member at large
Matthew Strosin - Member at large
Chris Rudolph - Treasurer
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Theresa Opie
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson
Administration ~ Jim Hagen & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
April 01

Easter Sunday

April 08

Open

April 15

Open

April 22

Open

April 29

Open

To make a donation of flowers for the worship,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2018 Alter Flower charts in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift! If you have any
questions, please call the church office at 262691-2380.
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

April Book Club at Galilee
The Galilee Book Club will meet Thursday, April 26 at 4 pm to discuss "Wonder" by
R.J. Palacio. Auggie Pullman was born with a facial deformation and has been home
schooled. Auggie is very bright and his Mom thinks now is the time to transition into
middle school. With great trepidation, Auggie goes to middle school and his worst
dreams are realized. As the year goes on we watch Auggie and his schoolmates grow
beyond surface relationships. This feel good story will bring you to tears and restore hope for the
future. Join us in the Gathering Place. All are welcome.
Did you know? The library has a book shelf devoted to books for sharing...journals, Bible studies,
& inspirational books. Look for the lower shelf with the sign and help yourself. Also new to the
collection are " Gratitude Works" and " The Little Book of Gratitude" by Robert A. Emmons. There
is also "The NRSV Concordance" by John R.Kohlenberger III. A very nice reference tool.
- Sharon Vitek
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The Readings

Spring Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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April 01

April 22

Acts 10:34-43

Acts 4:5-12

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Psalm 523

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

1 John 3:16-24

Mark 16:1-8

John 10:11-18

April 08

April 29

Acts 4:32-35

Acts 8:26-40

Psalm 133

Psalm 22:25-31

1 John 1:1-2:2

1 John 4:7-21

John 20:19-31

John 15:1-8

April 15
Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48

