The Galilean Newsletter, January, 2018
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
The Gift of a New Year!
With the arrival of January we are gifted with the arrival of a new calendar
year! Happy New Year! What are your hopes and fears for 2018?
As we begin this month, we are yet right in the middle of the Church Season
of Christmas. As we sang in that carol on Christmas Eve, “the hopes and
fears of all the years are met in Thee tonight.” And in the uniqueness of
this calendar year, our very first weekend together comes with not one but actually two major
festivals! On Saturday, January 6, we will be celebrating “Epiphany,” and the very next day on
January 7th we will be celebrating “The Baptism of our Lord.”
This first weekend is one where we witness the person of Jesus growing up almost immediately!
Epiphany remembers the arrival of the Wise Men from the east who came bearing gifts for Jesus of
“gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (when Jesus was somewhat of a newborn. Then the very next
day we witness Jesus at the age of 30 years stepping forward to be baptized by John in the Jordan
River as He prepares to begin His public ministry.
The timeliness of both of these festivals are poised to remind us of two very important things. The
first is that the New Year actually comes as “gift” to us from our gracious God who is allowing us yet
more time. Secondly, we are reminded of how we then should live into this New Year – as baptized
persons ourselves – people who are baptized into Christ who has already taken all things into
Himself …including all “the hopes and fears of all the years.”
This knowledge of the crucified and risen One empowers us as we choose to live into the freedom
already won in Him. What a wonderful and liberating way to begin this New Year!
Happy New Year!

Pastor Jay

“Thank you’s” All Around!
We don’t want to begin this New Year without first expressing our thanks to so many who have and
are giving of themselves to enhance the Lord’s ministry here at and through Galilee. What you have
done and are doing is so very much appreciated!


All of you who make gathering for worship a foundational part of your spiritual formation.



All of you who give so generously of your time and personal resources in all the various areas of
ministry: worship, education, youth & family, confirmation, stewardship, partnerships,
compassion care, administration & facility care, gardens and grounds maintenance, columbarium
care, connecting (fellowship), hospitality, mentoring, leadership.



Barb Barthel, Lisa Krekling, Deacon Doug, our Sunday School teachers and students who led us
in a “TREE-mendous” Christmas worship on Dec. 17!



Penny Zurn, Judi Welch, Jill Plesh, Coleen Larson, Mary Stauber, Barb Barthel, Sally Ruf, Nancy
Rice, Sarah Spencer, Heidi Friend, Suzanne and John Schroeder, and Marilyn Morgan for all the
Advent and Christmas decorating.



Richard Knutson for the gift of the outdoor Nativity!



Our 2017-18 Snow Shoveling volunteers (who fortunately have had an easy go of it so far this
year).



Mary Winter for the “Angel Tree” coordination, and Deb Kohler for the “Mitten & Hat Tree”
coordination; and all who provided gifts, hats, and gloves to those areas of need this year!



All worship leading volunteers: greeters, ushers, acolytes, altar guide members, lectors, bulletin
preparers (esp. Barb Moritz, Patty Rudolph, and Penny Williams), choir members, handbell
ringers, communion assistants, assisting ministers, “noisy offering” collectors, Healing Prayer
ministers, prayer shawl and blanket makers, Teddy Bear ministry providers, Prayer Cross
makers, offering counters, communion bread makers, pew rack organizer Diana Conway,
musician volunteers (Julie Ford, Jim Olia, Josh Prins, Natalie and Isabelle Barth), cantor
Mackensie Sherman, Galilee clergy members – David Keller, Jim Olia, Tom Osterfield, Karen
Klatt, Jim Bickel.



With great appreciation to our Leadership Board members completing two 2-year terms: John
Ruf, Theresa Opie, and Doug Dehler!



For our continuing LB members: Pete Klatt and Paige Rudolph. And welcoming at the end of this
month newly elected members: Steve Hanson, Susan Olson, and Matthew Strosin!

This is not an exhaustive list, but an opportunity to mention a number of you who have really made a
significance difference for us this last year. Thank you again!
Galilee Annual Meeting – Sunday, January 28 @ 11:30am
All adult and confirmed members will gather to briefly review our 2017 Year of Ministry, to
vote on our 2018 Budget for Ministry, and to elect representatives to the 2018 Nominating
Committee, Synod Assembly, and Endowment Committee.
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Adult Christian Education in January
Sunday, January 7th & 14th, 9:30-10:15 AM
Introduction to Faith5 and The Attitude
of Gratitude as a practice; a way of
living out faith in your daily life.
Through easy practices such as sharing
“Highs & Lows” and keeping a daily
gratitude journal, writing letters of
thanks, and meditating on the good
you’ve received, you can improve your
health and wellbeing, enhance your
relationships, encourage healthy sleep,
and heighten feelings of connectedness.
Easily accessible and available to
everyone, the practice of sharing “Highs
& Lows” and living into a life of gratitude
will benefit every area of your life and
generate a positive ripple effect to
others.

Who should attend?














Parents of elementary school children
Parents of middle school students and their children
Parents of high school students and their children
Parents of college students and their children
Young adults
Adults
Mature adults
Grand-parents
Aunts
Uncles
Brothers
Sisters
and everyone in between

“Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your
heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when
you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down
and when you rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix
them as an emblem[a] on your forehead, 9 and write them on
the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”
Deuteronomy 6:6-10 (NRSV)

“…give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.” Thessalonians 5:18 (NRSV)
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TheEducation
Measure of
Adult Christian
in Giving
January, continued
Sunday, January 21st, 9:15-10:15 AM
Estate Planning and Legacy Gifting (Memorial Fund/Endowment
Fund), Wisdom of having Wills, Power of Attorney, Columbarium,
Retirement and End of Life Planning.
Facilitated by Don Hintze

Sunday, January 28th, 9:15-10:15 AM
Part 1 of a 3 part series “A Place at the Table”
These sessions are based on a documentary film “A Place at the
Table” that investigates incidents of hunger experienced by millions of
Americans. Fifty million people—including one in four children—go
hungry in the U.S. every day. Hunger and “food insecurity” pose a
deep threat to our nation. “A Place at the Table” shows this issue can
be solved once and for all, if the American public decides—as they
have in the past—that making healthy food available, and affordable,
is in the best interest of us all.
Facilitated by Lisa Krekling

Notes from your Mutual Ministry Team
Did you know that a sabbatical leave is granted to provide an opportunity for the pastor to take an
extended period of time for renewal, enrichment, study, spiritual growth, travel, skill development,
research, and/or experimentation? Galilee’s sabbatical policy, which was established in 2006, says
that a sabbatical will be granted to a rostered leader after completing six years of service.
Pastor Jay will be completing six years of service in 2018 and will be utilizing the sabbatical for
renewal, enrichment, study, spiritual growth, travel, skill development and research. The tentative
plan is for his sabbatical to begin May 21st and run through late August 2018.
Did you attend the Budget meeting held during Adult Education on December 10, 2017? At that time
the proposed budget for 2018 was presented. Included in that budget were funds allocated for
coverage of Preaching & Pastoral Care during this time.
Full details of the sabbatical policy are available in the “member” section of our website,
www.galileelc.org. If you have any questions or concerns, we encourage you to contact one of the
mutual ministry team members listed below.
Mutual Ministry Members:
Carol Puestow, Dianna Bednar, Jill Plesh, Sharon Vitek and Tom Drover
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Sunday School
Thank you to the Sunday School children and Confirmation young
people, High School students and all who participated in the
wonderful Christmas Program, “TREE-MENDOUS LOVE ….From
The Manger To The Cross”. Those who helped with the
presentation, the orchestration, the organization are all given a
huge THANK YOU.
Another year has come and gone and we look forward to starting our second half of the Sunday
School year on January 7th. . We hope you enjoyed a Blessed Christmas with family and friends
and we wish you a New Year filled with Joy, Peace, Faith, Happiness and Love.
We offer a big thank you to all the children who donated the mittens, scarves and hats for our
November/December Outreach Project. Galilee - You are great! You have touched the lives of so
many people at St. Paul’s in Milwaukee.
Our January Outreach will again be toothbrushes to support the Ministry of the Mission Of Healing in
El Salvador in February. In the health clinics that are provided, thousands of toothbrushes are
distributed and we can help that important ministry. We again have Galilee participation in the
Mission of Healing.
As we start this New Year we ask God to continue to guide us and walk with us each day throughout
the year to grow our faith and encourage us to live the best life yet in our days ahead.
Blessings to you for the New Year from all involved in the Galilee Children’s Christian Education.
Barb Barthel – Sunday School

Partnership Ministries- the Hope Center
Galilee members sponsored a table again this year at the Hope Center’s
Thanksgiving Dinner and Auction on November 30. Silent auction baskets
were also donated by Galileans, including a wonderful wine basket by Mary
Winter and a delicious salad bowl basket by Vi Tremaine. Supported by
Waukesha county churches, the dinner is Hope Center’s biggest fund raiser
of the year. It is always a fun event and funds raised are used to help the
poor and homeless. Thanks to all who attended the event and donated to
the baskets.
- Lynne Diefenbach
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Confirmation Schedule
Confirmation Classes Reconvene
Sunday, January 7, 2018
“…you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 1 Corinthians 12:27
Confirmation sessions begin again on Sunday, January 7, 2018 and continue through May 20, 2018.
Please carefully review the below schedule.
Please remind your confirmand regarding January 7th and 14th; they’ll be joining the Adult Christian
Education Class in the Gathering Place. Also note the required Confirmation/Mentor follow-up
meeting scheduled for 11:45-1:15 PM on January 14th. Other highlighted dates to notice: Jan. 28th,
Feb. 17th, Feb. 18th, Mar. 18th, Apr. 1st, Apr. 28th and May 20th. Please also remind them that 12
service hours, 9 sermon reflections and attendance at all “Faith In Action” gatherings are required.
For 2018, may I encourage you not to spend time in your relationships but to invest time in them
exploring elements of Faith5; Share, Pray & Bless. Create a sacred space each day by sharing
high's & low’s, praying for high’s & low’s and blessing each other. (Blessing suggestion: “May God
surround you with his love, and fill your heart with his hope and love for others. Amen.” HINT for
creating your own prayer/blessings; use God’s name, God’s grace, God’s peace, God’s power and/
or God’s hope into one another’s life situations.)
Also for this New Year, you might consider developing and shaping an “Attitude of Gratitude” by
beginning a daily Gratitude Journal…a place where you can positively reinforce the good things in
your life and document the things for which you’re most thankful or grateful. Invest time with your
children by sharing your gratitude journal with them.

Confirmation Schedule - 2nd semester
Sunday, Jan. 7, 2018
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Part 1: Faith5 and The Attitude of Gratitude as a practice; a way of

Sun, Jan 14, 2018

Part 2: Continuing Faith5 and The Attitude of Gratitude as a practice;
a way of living out faith in your daily life. Meet in the Gathering Place.

Sun, Jan 14, 2018

Confirmation/Mentor Followup Meeting
11:45 AM - 1:15 PM
"Head, Heart, Holiness’ - Bring your Confirmation/Mentor Packet

Sun, Jan 21, 2018

Part 3: Continuing Faith5 and The Attitude of Gratitude as a practice;
a way of living out faith in your daily life. Meet in the Youth Room.

Sun, Jan 28, 2018

Syrophoenician Woman: “The Mama Bear”

Sun, Jan 28, 2018

Faith Formation For Life 4:00 PM - 5:15 PM “Gathering for Home" focus on home and
homelessness where we'll be focusing on compassion, love,
gratitude centered in Matthew 25:34-46 (actions & responsibility
as followers of Jesus…as focus on advocating & accompanying)
(Matthew 25:31-46 – The Parable of the Judgment.) Meet in the
Gather Place

Sun, Feb 4, 2018

Sadducees & Pharisees - “The Legalistic Bureaucrats”

Sun, Feb 11, 2018

InterGenerational/InterGalilee

Confirmation Schedule - 2nd semester
Sat, Feb 17, 2018

“Faith In Action”- Provide Lunch at Hope CenterWaukesha
10:15-1:15 PM -Prepare/Make/Serve/Accompany/Cleanup
(PMSAC)

Sun, Feb 18, 2018

Mary & Martha - “The Bickering Sisters”

Sun, Feb 18, 2018

Faith Formation For Life 4:00 PM - 5:15 PM “Gathering for Compassion" Meet in the
Gathering Place

Sun, Feb 25, 2018

Judas Iscariot - “The Disappointed Revolutionary”

Sun, Mar 4, 2018

Pontius Pilate - “The Troubled Politician”

Sun, Mar 11, 2018

Mary Magdalene - “The Unsung Apostle”

Sun, Mar 18, 2018

Thomas - "The Zealous Fool”

Sun, Mar 18, 2018

Faith Formation For Life 4:00 PM - 5:15 PM “Gathering for Love” Meet in the Gathering
Place

Sun, Mar 25, 2018

Saul/Paul - “The Relentless Evangelist”

Sun, Apr 1, 2018

Easter - NO CLASSES

Sun, Apr 1, 2018

CONFIRMATION/MENTOR PACKETS DUE

Sun, Apr 8, 2018

Lydia - “The Wealthy Philanthropist”

Sun, Apr 15, 2018

Sheep - “The Innocent Wanderers”

Sun, Apr 22, 2018

Intergenerational Ed. Celebrating God’s Creation - Celebrating
Our Partnerships

Sat, Apr 28, 2018

“Faith In Action”- Provide Breakfast at Hope CenterWaukesha
7:30-10:30 AM -Prepare/Make/Serve/Accompany/Cleanup
(PMSAC)

Sun, Apr 29, 2018

Catechism

Sun, Apr 29, 2018
Sun, May 6, 2018

Faith Formation For Life 4:00 PM - 5:15 PM “Gathering for Relationships” Meet in the
Gathering Place
Catechism

Sun, May 13, 2018

Catechism

Sun, May 20, 2018

Teacher Appreciation

Sun, May 20, 2018

Faith Formation For Life 4:00 PM - 5:15 PM “Gathering for Justice” Meet in the
Gathering Place
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El Salvador Mission of Healing
In February, 2018, Galilee will again have representation on the Mission of Healing in which various
health and spiritual care is provided members of the Salvadoran Lutheran Church congregations.
Congregation members of Los Martires, our Sister Parish Congregation attend these clinics and look
forward to the help provided them.
A large component of the MOH involves distribution of toothbrushes. As in the past we will have a
suitcase in the Narthex and ask that you contribute a toothbrush, or two or three to help in this
ministry. Thousands and thousands of toothbrushes are distributed all as a contribution of Greater
Milwaukee Synod congregations becoming involved.
This is a wonderful way for Galilee members to be part of this terrific global outreach ministry.
Thank you for your consideration.
We pray for Emily Danner, her friend Elizabeth Nelson and Barb Barthel and all who will be part of
this Mission of Healing Delegation and important ministry.
Suitcases Needed
Do you have any suitcases that you no longer need or want? The El Salvador Mission of Healing is
in need of some to transport supplies for the Clinics in February 2018. They would not be making
the return trip. If you have one, preferably the larger size with wheels, please let me know.
Barb Barthel, 262-691-0711, barb@galileelc. org.

Outreach for Hope announcement
Welcome Timothy Larson, New Executive Director of Outreach for Hope
Outreach for Hope is pleased to welcome Timothy Larson as the new Executive
Director of Outreach for Hope effective January 15, 2018. As Executive Director,
Tim will be responsible for advancing the mission of Outreach for Hope with the
Greater Milwaukee Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
He will build relationships with donors, administer grants, oversee the finances,
and promote Outreach for Hope in the public and religious community of Southeastern Wisconsin.
Outreach for Hope’s mission is to inspire donors to live and give generously by investing their gifts
as a resource for transformation in Greater Milwaukee Synod ministries serving communities of
poverty. Outreach for Hope granted $350,000 last year and granted more than $4.4 million in the
past 21 years to support these ministries.
“Tim’s experience at both raising and granting funds make him ideally suited to lead the work at
Outreach for Hope," says Rev. Paul Erickson, Bishop of the Greater Milwaukee Synod. “When our
donors look for ways to make a difference in the world, they will have a partner in Tim, whose
broad experience in philanthropy will enable them to have greater impact in the community.”
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Confirmation Updates
Confirmation/Mentor Follow-up Meeting
Sunday, January 14, 2018
11:45 AM - 1:15 PM

Head, Heart, Holiness
Please bring your Confirmation/Mentor Packets.
We will discuss your questions and continue to explore Fai†h5
and the power of the Attitude of Gratitude.
Meet in the Gathering Place.

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV)
Deacon Doug
douglas.krekling@galileelc.org
414-531-7014 (mo)

#FaithTalksforLife
All 9th-12th grades are invited to a
Spaghetti (Vegetarian & Meatball) Dinner, Salad & Garlic Bread

Next Meeting
Sunday, January 14, 2018
5:30 PM-7:00 PM
Galilee Lutheran Church (In the Gathering Place)
Contact Deacon Doug to reserve your place at the table.
RSVP to douglas.krekling@galileelc.org or 414-531-7014
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Thank You!

Prayer Shawl Ministry
WINTER
GATHERING
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry
will be meeting at the
Good Harvest Market Café, 2205 Silvernail
Road in Pewaukee on Thursday, January 25th
at 11:30 am. We will have an opportunity to
purchase lunch and share time together in a
warm place! All are welcome to join us for this
gathering! Please contact Ann Dee Austin
(262-510-1002) Kathy Akers (262-691-1014) or
Mary Benrud (414-640-2211) if you are
planning on attending this event. We look
forward to seeing you!

Health & Wellness Ministry

We will meet on Thursday, January 4th at 9:15
am for gentle stretching followed by our Health
& Wellness program planning for the New
Year.
- Nancy Rice

Thank You!
Dear Pastor Ford and members of Galilee,
Thank you for your gifts of food,
bath & body products and gift
cards for our clients. We are
especially grateful for the
continued support of our
community.
On behalf of those we service,
thank you for becoming involved.
Gratefully yours,
Angela Mancuso, Executive Director
The Women’s Center, Waukesha
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Many thanks to everyone
that provided gift cards for
the Food Pantry's teen
clients again this season!
They were greatly
appreciated by all.
We at Galilee are so blessed with the
generosity of our congregation. So again,
thank you.
- Pam Graham, Ellen Piotrowski, Natalie
Schmitt & Sharon Vitek
Galilee's reps on the Interchurch Lay Council

Galilee Book Club
The Galilee Book Club will
start the New Year reading
"The News of the World"
by Paulette Jiles.
A historical fiction set in
Texas after the Civil
War. Captain Jefferson
Kyle Kidd travels through
Texas giving readings
from local newspapers.
People hungry for news
pay to listen to him read. He is offered a $50
gold piece to accompany a recently liberated
young girl from the Kiowa tribe that has raised
her and return her to her relatives. She is not
happy and tries to escape at every opportunity.
Between battling obstacles and escape
attempts, a warm friendship between the two
evolves. And as the journey ends they are both
saddened at the thought of losing their
friendship. It will be hard to put this book
down. We will meet Monday, January 23 at 7
pm in the Gathering Place. All are welcome.
The book is available at your local public
library.
- Sharon Vitek

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Deacon Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2017
John Ruf
Theresa Opie
Doug Dehler
Paige Rudolph and Pete Klatt
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Open
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson
Administration ~ Jim Hagen & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Jan. 07

Open

Jan. 14

Open

Jan. 21

Open

Jan. 28

Open

To make a donation of flowers for the worship,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2018 Alter Flower charts in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift! If you have any
questions, please call the church office at 262691-2380.
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

Grief and Loss Support Group/Loss and Living Gathering
Tuesday, January 22nd - 6:30 pm, Galilee Lutheran Church
A reminder that our Group meets monthly on the fourth Tuesday of
each month. We listen, share, comfort and support each other through
the loss process, even though our losses may be different. This Gathering
is not limited to the loss of a loved one but includes any loss that affects us emotionally or
physically. We care for each other, understand and pray for support, healing and strength in
our lives. Your faith and insight may have a profound impact on our journey of healing.
If you know of someone who might benefit from this Loss and Living Gathering please invite
them to join us.
Barb Barthel and Members of the Galilee Bereavement Ministry.
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The Readings

Winter Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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January 7

January 21

Genesis 1:1-5

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

Psalm 29

Psalm 62:5-12

Acts 19:1-7

1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Mark 1:4-11

Mark 1:14-20

January 14

January 28

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]

Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

Psalm 111

1 Corinthians 6:12-20

1 Corinthians 8:1-13

John 1:43-51

Mark 1:21-28

