The Galilean Newsletter, December, 2017
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
Being Ready
I can already anticipate the question that I know is coming because it comes
every year, and many people will be asking it of me: “Well, are you ready for
Christmas?”
Christmas is one of those very special times of the year for a lot of us. For
me, becoming a pastor also added to its specialness. Yes, things are often
busier at this time of year; and, yes, there is the pressure of wanting to meet everyone’s high
expectations. But it is also an honor and a privilege to be one asked to proclaim that miraculous
story and message to those who have chosen to gather to hear it once again, if not for the first time.
I ask for your prayers as I prepare to be ready for that.
But more than for Christmas, this is the time of year when our weekend Scripture Readings remind
us to “be ready” for something even more important – to be ready for Jesus’ promised return. That
is where the Salvation Story has left off for us. We are now awaiting the grand finale of Jesus’ return,
what Jesus describes as the “Son of Man coming on the clouds” (Mt.24:30). That is what the
Church season of Advent is all about.
To better help us remember that, we are returning to the use of “purple” cloth for our sanctuary
furniture, and “purple” candles in our Advent Wreath. This purple is a “royal purple” since the One
whom we are awaiting will appear on that “Day” as “Christ the King”, (which, remember, is the name
of the festival the church year always ends on). Why then the “pink” candle? Come and ask me
about that. I’d be happy to share.
So, how are we to be living in these days of anticipation? What are we to be doing in this “advent” of
our Lord? The Scriptures warn us to “be ready,” and one of the gifts and responsibilities of a
congregation and pastor is to be helping one another to do just that. This is most needed as these
are days so filled with busyness and distractions that we truly forget what is coming – that the
ascended Jesus will be returning. So, let us help you be prepared. Let us help you to “be ready.”

Pastor Jay

Changes to December Worship schedule
Christmas Service Schedule (note changes!)
This year, December 24th falls on a Sunday. How will our weekend service schedule be affected by
this?


Saturday, December 23rd – 5pm Advent 4 service of “Unfailing Light.”



Sunday, December 24th – 9am “Bethlehem” Service
[Note: no 8am or 10:30am service!]
The name of this town in which Jesus was born literally means “House of Bread.” Our
morning service will focus on this little town of Bethlehem, and we invite you to bring a
“sweet bread” to share with others in our after-service coffee hour.



Christmas Eve services – 4pm & 9pm (new time!)
Carols, Holy Communion, and Candlelight lead us in the anniversary celebration of
Jesus’ birth.

Christmas Caroling & Chili Potluck – December 10 @ 3:30pm
‘Tis the Season to share the Christian message of Jesus through the joyful
songs of Christmas! Plan to be a part of our Christmas Caroling to a number of
our Galilean homebound. We will gather at Galilee at 3:30pm.
Please also bring a pot of chili or soup to share once we return (approximately 6pm). Dress
appropriately for the weather and the Season!
Maybe You'd Like to Bake Communion Bread?
Thanks to the generosity and willingness of Sally Ruf, Galilee is blessed to
have the bread that we use for Holy Communion baked fresh each week. Now
we are also seeing others who are interested and willing to share in this area
of ministry. It would be great if we could find a few more volunteers, and then
we could create a nice rotation that would make the task that much easier.
Maybe you would like to bake our communion bread once in a while. To get more information, and
to volunteer, please contact Sally Ruf, Pastor Jay, or the Church Office. And "Thank you to all of you
generous bakers!"
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Congregational News
Congregational Meeting Summary
Due to last month’s Newsletter deadline we were unable to report on the actions of our fall
Congregational Meeting. We can now report that:


Three persons were elected to our Leadership Board – Steve Hanson, Susan Olson, and
Matthew Strosin! Welcome and Thank you! They will begin servicing at the end of January.



The congregation voted to approve the Refinancing of our Mortgage! We now have an 8-year
fixed rate (@ 3.8%) with Thrivent Financial. Great appreciation was and is expressed for the
good and involved work of our treasurer, Chris Rudolph, and our Leadership Board!



The Kitchen Remodel envisioning has begun. Ideas, hopes, and dreams are being collected
(contact Theresa Opie or Bill Rudolph). Updates will be provided as we slowly move forward.

2017 Ministry Area & Committee Reports Due for the Annual Report
As we come to the end of 2017 and begin to anticipate our Annual Meeting at the end of January,
we want to again prepare our Annual Report Booklet. All ministry area and committees are therefore
asked to submit their reports on the year, sending those to our Church Secretary in an electronic
Word file format. Deadline is Friday, December 15 in order to be included. Please don’t delay.
Thank you! A separate e-mail will also be sent in early December as a reminder.
Last Chance to get your Financial Support in!
As the year is quickly coming to a close, we want to thank you for your year of personal and
financial support of Christ’s ministry taking place through us all at Galilee! You have helped to make
this another strong year of “Ministry & Spiritual Formation” in the name of Jesus.
Please note that December offers us just five more weekends to fulfill our intended amount of
financial support. Should you want to verify where you are in relationship to your pledged amount,
call or email our Financial Secretary (Karen Streit) at the church office (262.691.2380) or
finance@galileelc.org. Again, thank you for your participation and support!

Christmas Worship Service Schedule
Saturday December 23, 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 24, 9:00 am, and
Christmas Eve services at 4:00 and 9:00 pm
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TheSunday
MeasureSchool
of Giving
Please join us on December 17th for the Sunday School Christmas
Program to be held during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service. It is
entitled, “Tree-Mendous Love …From the Manger to The
Cross” and will include children, youth and young people in the
presentation. We hope you will be there.
Our November and December Outreach Project is the collection of mittens, hats and scarves for our
Galilee Mitten Tree and the benefit of our Urban Sister Congregation, St. Paul’s in Milwaukee.
There are no Sunday School Classes on December 24th or December 31st.
Following are some things you may wish to consider as we prepare our hearts and those of your
family for the Christmas Season: There are opportunities for each of us to do, individually, as a
family or as a group within Galilee
Share special prayers of thanks for the Birth of Jesus
Continue or start an Advent or Christmas tradition
Reflect on Advent and talk about peace, love, hope and joy
Reach out to others!
Jesus encourages us to help everyone, beginning with our family and our neighbors. We are also
asked to help those whom we may not especially like, or even those whom we do not know. Jesus
went throughout Galilee…preaching the good news of the kingdom and helping those in need.
Jesus tells us “Go and do the same”
Jesus is God’s gift of love to us. A promise to His people.
All involved in the Sunday School education at Galilee wish you and your family a Very Blessed and
Beautiful Christmas.
Barb Barthel,
Sunday School

Galilee Sunday School Christmas Pageant
“Tree-Mendous Love…..from the Manger to the Cross”
December 17, during the10:30 am worship service
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El Salvador Updates
El Salvador Ministry
We are again providing Backpacks for the children in our Sister Parish
Congregation, Los Martires in the Community of Mons. Romero. The gifts
include the backpacks, school supplies and socks for the children who will be
starting their new school term in January of 2018.
We continue to use the portion of the “Noisy Offering” contributions allocated for El Salvador. If
you would like to make an additional contribution for the Backpacks to supplement the total sent
we would welcome your monetary donation. Place your contribution in an envelope and mark it El
Salvador Backpacks and it will be included in the funds directed to them.
The backpacks will then be purchased in El Salvador and distributed to the children. It is a
wonderful gift that we can make to the children and important as they engage in their 27 minute
walk to school. We thank you for your consideration.

El Salvador Visit in November
What a wonderful experience for all who participated in the Delegation. Galilee and North Cape
were blessed to have new individuals participate as well as those who have been to El Salvador in
the past. On December 3rd we hope you will all be able to attend our Adult Education Hour to hear
our experiences about the children, congregations, communities, conversations, crafts, worship,
singing, playing and all kinds of meaningful experiences.
The El Salvador Ministry Team

Gift cards are needed for the Pewaukee Food Pantry clients
Gift cards for the Food Pantry's teen clients are needed. Galilee has
been very generous with supporting this ministry each year.
Pewaukee’s supporting churches supply gifts for the client’s
children. Galilee provides $20 gift cards (Walmart, Kohls, gas cards,
etc). We know how hard it is to find the right gift for teens, so gift
cards do the trick nicely.
The cards are needed by Saturday, December 16 and may be
placed in Sharon Vitek's mailbox or given to Natalie Schmitt, Ellen Piotrowski, or Pam Graham.
Thank you for your support!
The Pewaukee Inter-Church Lay Council
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The Mutual Ministry Team
Notes from your Mutual Ministry Team
Did you know that a sabbatical leave is granted to provide an opportunity for the pastor to take an
extended period of time for renewal, enrichment, study, spiritual growth, travel, skill development,
research, and/or experimentation? Galilee’s policy, which was established in 2006, says that a
sabbatical will be granted to a rostered leader after completing six years of service.
Pastor Jay will be completing six years of service in 2018 and will be utilizing the sabbatical for
renewal, enrichment, study, spiritual growth, travel, skill development and research. The tentative
plan is for his sabbatical to begin May 21st and run through late August 2018. The 2018 Budget will
include funds necessary for coverage of Preaching & Pastoral Care during this time.
Full details of the sabbatical policy are available in the “member” section of our website,
www.galileelc.org. If you have any questions or concerns, we encourage you to contact one of the
mutual ministry team members listed below.
Mutual Ministry Members:
Carol Puestow, Dianna Bednar, Jill Plesh, Sharon Vitek and Tom Drover

Columbarium Update
The Galilee Columbarium:
Year-end thoughts about the project
by Carol Puestow
I and the many members of the columbarium committee
would like to thank all our brothers and sisters at Galilee for
helping us bring a dream to reality.
We started out in January with the footings being poured
and excited to have Eickhof deliver and install the columbarium structure in February. We were also
working on the policies and procedures that would be used in the administration of the columbarium.
By May the landscaping was in and the Leadership Board approved the Columbarium Policies and
Procedures. The day we were all waiting for came on Sunday, May 21 st, the day the columbarium
was dedicated to the glory of God. The dream became reality!
The five member committee that will oversee the operation of the columbarium are Penny Zurn, Sue
Burgemeister, Jim Hagen, Chris Rudolph, and Bill Braunschwieg. Bill will lead this group as the
Columbarium Administrator.
There are niches still available. Please talk to any of the above for more information.
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25

9:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Al-Anon/Alateen mtg

31

9:00 AM Worship Service
4:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship service
9:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship service

24

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Grief &
Loss Support Group

26

21

11:30 AM Community
Monthly Worship & GoGetters potluck
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Girl
Scout Troop 8958
8:00 PM - 9:00 PM AA
Thurs.

14

NO Health & Wellness
Gathering in Dec.
8:00 PM - 9:00 PM AA
Thurs.

7

Thursday

28
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Text
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Girl
Study
Scout Troop 8958
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA Wed. 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM AA
Thurs.

27

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM Cover
8:00 PM - 9:00 PM AA
Girls Quilting group
Thurs.
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Text
Study
4:45 PM - 8:15 PM Faith in
Action
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Kim's
Closet/Two Tunics
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA Wed.
7:00 PM Handbell rehearsal
7:45 PM Choir rehearsal

20

7:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Pewaukee Food Pantry
7:30 PM - 9:15 PM AA
Mon.

7:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Pewaukee Food Pantry
11:30 AM Senior Women's
Lunch

19

18

13

8:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School & Confirmation
Classes
10:30 AM Worship Service w/ SS
Christmas Program
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM Pewaukee Food
Pantry
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Al-Anon/Alateen mtg
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9:00 AM - 11:00 AM Cover
Girls Quilting group
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Text
Study
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA Wed.
7:00 PM Handbell rehearsal
7:45 PM Choir rehearsal

6

17

11

10

5

Wednesday

6:30 PM Girl Scout Leaders 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Text
mtg
Study
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA Wed.
7:00 PM Handbell rehearsal
7:45 PM Choir rehearsal

6:00 PM Women's Advent
Party
7:30 PM - 9:15 PM AA
Mon.

Tuesday

8:00 AM Worship Service
7:30 PM - 9:15 PM AA
9:15 AM - 10:15 AM Adult & High
Mon.
School Christian Education
9:15 AM Sunday School & Confirmation
Classes
10:30 AM Worship Service
3:30 PM Christmas Caroling
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Al-Anon/Alateen mtg
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Monday

Blood pressure check
Food Pantry/noisy offering/Healing
Prayer weekend
8:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM - 10:15 AM Adult & High
School Christian Education
9:15 AM Sunday School & Confirmation
Classes
10:30 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Al-Anon/Alateen mtg

2

3

Sunday

December 2017

Office Closed
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 12
Step Group

29

Office Closed
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 12
Step Group

22

Office Closed
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 12
Step Group

15

Office Closed
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 12
Step Group

8

5:00 PM Worship Service

30

7:30 AM Women's Bible
study
5:00 PM Advent 4 Worship
Service

23

7:30 AM Men's Bible study
5:00 PM Worship Service

16

7:30 AM Women's Bible
study
5:00 PM Worship Service

9

Food Pantry/noisy
offering/Healing Prayer
weekend
7:30 AM Men's Bible study
5:00 PM Worship Service

Office Closed
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 12
Step Group

Saturday
2

Friday
1

December’s “Faith In Action”

“Fai†h In Ac†ion”
Signup on Signup Genius

Open to all Galileans

Wednesday, Dec 20th

4:45 PM-8:15 PM

St Paul's Lutheran Church
“Fai†h In Action”
NOTE: Confirmation Students will receive 4 service hours toward their 12 required service
hours
CLICK to REGISTER by using SignUp Genius or www.galileelc.org

WHEN: Wednesday, Dec 20th - 4:45 PM - 8:15 PM
4:45 PM - Depart Galilee Parking Lot
8:15 PM - Return to Galilee Parking Lot (Note: return time is
approximate)
“…you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no
other commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:30-31)
”We love because he first loved us.”
"Go and do likewise."

(1 John 4:19)

(Luke 10:37)

Everywhere, everyday, and in every relationship.
NOTE: 1. "General permission & Medical Forms" for all under-age participants must be submitted to Deacon Doug
prior to departure 2. Volunteer drivers must have completed & turned in their "Covenant for Drivers Forms" prior to
driving.
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Partnership Ministry
There are several organizations that Galilee members can become involved with locally, regionally
and globally. We can all share in those relationships by donating, serving and praying for their
ministry. Here are two ministries that exist in our community of Waukesha County and are located
less than 10 miles away from Galilee:
HOPE CENTER, 502 N. East Ave, Waukesha (262-549-8726)
The mission of the Hope Center is to reduce the risks of poverty by
helping people in Waukesha County meet basic needs such as
food, shelter and clothing through services, partnerships and
community collaboration.
Donation Requests for December (New not used):
 Crib Sheets
 Diapers (newborn size)
 Hooded Towels
Volunteering Opportunities
 Clothing Shop fulfillment; Sorting donations; Guest services
 Custodial/Maintenance of Building
 Kitchen (Preparation, Meal Serve)
 Project Move (Pick-up/Deliver donated furniture)
 Receptionist (General office duties/answering phones)
You can sign up at http://www.hopecenterwi.org/volunteer-and-contribute.html
THE WOMEN’S CENTER, 505 N. East Ave, Waukesha (262-542-3828)
The mission of The Women's Center is to provide safety, shelter, and support to
women and their families affected by domestic violence, sexual assault and abuse,
and to facilitate their development.
Donation Requests for December:
 Waukesha County bus tickets
 Milwaukee County bus cards
 Gas Gift cards (fuel only preferred)
 We Energies – Gift of Energy
Volunteering Opportunities
 Building and grounds maintenance: Assist with upkeep and repair of our facilities and garden.


Donation sorting: Organizing and storing nonperishable food and in-kind donations.



Development: Assist with the fundraising initiatives of the Development Department. Includes the
opportunity to help plan annual special events.

You can contact their Volunteer Coordinator by email at RebekahM@twcwaukesha.org or by
calling at 262-522-3845.
- Jeff Dohlby
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Thank You!

Mt. Meru Coffee News

Thank you Galilee Sunday School for the
“Snacks For Kids”

Your continued support of the
Mt. Meru Coffee Mission
Project has made a positive
difference in the Meru Diocese
in Tanzania! The coffee
farmers have been able
to provide better health care
and educational opportunities
for their families. The extra
dollar or two that you spend on the coffee
(compared to grocery store coffee), goes a long
way in helping with this mission.

It was so nice to get your donation of “Snacks
for Kids” to give to the families who come to the
Food Pantry for help. The children will enjoy
having these snacks in their lunches or as a
snack when they get home in the afternoon.
Jesus said in Matthew 25:38, “For I was
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink.” He told the people that when they did
these kind things to others in need, it was the
same as doing it for him.
You showed your kindness by sharing the
snacks with families at the Food Pantry.
God Bless you,
Judy Litvin and Karen Semrad
The Pewaukee Food Pantry

THANK YOU!
Many thanks to Marge Kloth for purchasing a
new “Christmas Angel Tree” and to Pam
Graham for picking it up and delivering it in
preparation for the LaCasa Day Care giving. It
was very kind and generous.
- Mary Winter
Many thanks to everyone
for all the cards, calls, and
prayers for a speedy
recovery during the past
months. I really have
appreciated all the love that was sent my way!
Sincerely, Penny Williams
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This Christmas Season, we are offering jute
tote bags and coffee mugs to Galileans for
purchase. They make a great gift for the coffee
lovers on your list, hostess gifts, or just for
yourself. The totes are sturdy and, of course,
reusable. The mugs are decorative with an
African theme and hold 11 oz. of coffee.
Each item is sold separately, but please
consider adding a bag of our premium
coffee to your tote bag. There are a few of
each on the table in the narthex for you to view/
purchase. The prices are listed on the table.
Any questions, or requests for orders can be
directed to me.
As always, please write a check to Galilee or
put cash in the envelopes provided and drop in
the mailbox outside the office.
Asante Sana and a Blessed Christmas to you
and yours,
Kris Reilly, Galilee's Coffee Ambassador
414-581-3122 or email kris9116@yahoo.com

Galilee Book Club
Galilee Book Club will not be meeting in
December.
We will meet in January to discuss "The News
of the World" by Paulette Jiles.

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Deacon Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2017
John Ruf
Theresa Opie
Doug Dehler
Paige Rudolph and Pete Klatt
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Open
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson
Administration ~ Jim Hagen & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Dec. 03

Carole Brinkman

Dec. 10

Nancy Rice

Dec. 17

Open

Dec. 24

Open

Dec. 31

Open

To make a donation of flowers for the worship,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2017/2018 Alter Flower charts in the
narthex. Thank you for your gift! If you have
any questions, please call the church office at
262-691-2380.
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

College Student Care Packages
While everyone is excited about the upcoming Christmas season,
our Galilee college students must first complete the first two weeks
of December studying for final exams and completing term papers
and projects. If you have a college student living away or at home,
please send me their address. Galilee’s Connections Ministry will send them a care package to let
them know we are thinking about and praying for them - they are not forgotten!
Thank you,
Anne Riegert, 414-758-5003
riegs4@sbcglobal.net
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The Readings

Winter Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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December 03

December 24

Isaiah 64:1-9

Isaiah 9:2-7

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Psalm 96

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Titus 2:11-14

Mark 13:24-37

Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

December 10

December 31

Isaiah 40:1-11

Isaiah 31:10-62:3

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

Psalm 148

2 Peter 3:8-15a

Galatians 4:4-7

Mark 1:1-8

Luke 2:22-40

December 17
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28

