The Galilean Newsletter, October, 2017
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
“The Reformation: What does this mean …today?”
This month will see Lutherans throughout the world hosting special events to
mark the 500th Anniversary of the Church’s Reformation sparked by the
actions of the 16th century German Augustinian monk we know as Martin
Luther. Now, Luther never wanted people to call themselves or their
congregations by his name. Luther was not out to create a new and separate
church. Instead, Luther was bothered by what he saw as behaviors and
teachings that were contrary to the message that he found to be central in
the Bible. Luther (perhaps naïvely) believed that if people would just carefully examine themselves in
the light of the Scriptures they would see what changes were needed in themselves and in the
Church order to be living more faithfully in the Good News of God’s love and grace revealed to us in
Jesus Christ, crucified and raised.
Luther’s passion and conviction compelled him to stand up and speak out to power and authority in
his day. Unlike our experience, at that time the Church and social government were so intertwined
that taking a theological stand against the Church also put Luther in the crosshairs of the emperor of
the Holy Roman Empire. To make matters worse, Charles V was not so much concerned about
living faithfully according to Scripture as he was concerned about squelching the squabbling going
on in the German princedoms in order to shore up the borders of his empire from enemy invaders on
the edges of his territory.
So, I don’t think that Luther ever got a completely fair and unbiased hearing. That kind of
examination has had to be left to history since then. Today, it seems to me that a lot of Luther’s calls
for reform have been taken seriously in the Church. Still, how are the ways that we are living and
teaching a true reflection of the Gospel of Christ? Are we being consistent, or are there things about
us and the Church today that may need changing and reforming still today? If so, like Luther, will we
have the passion and conviction to stand up to and speak out whatever the cost?
Such passion and conviction arises out of a life lived engaged with Scripture. So, like Luther, may
we be to Scripture as infants to the breast – (that sounds like something Luther might have said) –
and may the Lord keep us faithful in His Word!

Blessed Anniversary!
Pastor Jay

Upcoming Events
Fall Congregational Meeting – Sunday, October 22 @ 11:45am
Galilee’s annual Fall Congregational Meeting is set to take place immediately following our second
service on Sunday, October 22. The purpose of this meeting is to elect three (3) persons to be
added to our Leadership Board beginning in 2018. For those of you being approached by the
Nominating Committee, we pray that you also will prayerfully consider this timely way of serving
Christ among us.
In addition to this election, there are two other items on the agenda:
To vote on a proposal to refinance our existing mortgage (which will enable us to avoid an
upcoming balloon payment, and will place us in an 8-year fixed rate mortgage at roughly the
same monthly cost to the congregation as presently budgeted).
To invite congregational visions and input as we begin to take the first steps towards remodeling
the lower level kitchen.
All members (confirmed you and adults) are encouraged to participate. Thank you!
Confirmands “Ready to Affirm” on October 29
Having completed their overview of the Old and New Testaments along with the
study of Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, and having been introduced to ways of
nurturing spiritual formation in their lives, a number of our young people will
participate in the “Affirmation of Baptism” rite on October 29 at the 10:30am service.
Rather than being seen as a completion or graduation, the service of Confirmation provides the
student with the opportunity to speak his/her own intention to continue living in the covenant that
God created with them in Holy Baptism. This covenant is challenged each and every day by the
ways of the world and the forces of Evil around us. Being equipped with the basics of Christian faith
provides the believer with tools and resources to help in navigating through these challenges. Your
special prayers for these young people are requested as they prepare for this service.
“Pulpit Exchange” with St. Paul’s Lutheran – November 11 & 12
Along with our Partnership Congregations in El Salvador and Tanzania, Galilee lives in a special
partnership with our brothers and sisters at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Milwaukee. For years we
provided meals and helped to serve the community on Wednesday evenings. Lately that ministry
has transitioned to helping to provide needed clothing through the “Kim’s Kloset” project (also on
selected Wednesday evenings – see calendar to participate).
On the second weekend of November, Pastor Jay will change places with St. Paul’s interim pastor,
Rev Jake Werkheiser. Plan to welcome and hear Pastor Werkheiser at all of our weekend services
on November 11 & 12. Pastor Jay (along with the choir and handbell ringers, Paul and Mary Kay)
will then attend and lead worship at St. Paul’s on that same Sunday. These partnerships are a
profound blessing to us, and we pray also to the congregations willing to share this special
relationship with us. Thank you for your participation!
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October Events
Time to Catch up?
This last summer seemed particularly busy for a lot of Galilee worshippers. What we noticed was
that our attendance was a bit lower than anticipated for those summer months. Now with falls return,
so has our attendance boosted up to even better than before. We are blessed and grateful for that,
as together we are more whole and stronger when everyone is present.
If your absence may have resulted in your falling behind in what you intended to be your financial
support for the Lord’s ministry here through Galilee, we hope that you will utilize this last quarter to
do any “catching up.” Your personal and financial support is greatly appreciated, and is essential for
us to provide all of the programming we do for you and others. Thank you for your partnership in all
these ways! We are together, one body in Christ!

Join in on Galilee’s Day of Service
(“God’s Work. Our Hands.”)
October 1, noon to 3 pm
As a shared experience by congregations throughout the ELCA, Galilee will be taking the time to
be of service to our local community by participating in a “Day of Service” on Sunday afternoon,
October 1st. Please join us in the Fellowship Hall (lower level) for a light lunch to fuel up for
Galilee's Service Project!
Our task: spreading wood chips around the playground area of some of our local parks.
Please bring your gloves, tools, and your “God's Work Our Hands” T-shirt. Don't have
one? Don't worry! We will have one for you when you come ready to work! This will be a “rain
or shine” event so please dress appropriately for the weather.
Help with Lunch? If you aren’t able to do the labor, but can help provide the lunch for the
laborers, please contact the church office. Thank you!
Sign-up sheets are available in the Narthex or signup with Signup Genius. NOTE: 3 hours will
count toward Confirmation Students 12 hours of service work.
Questions contact Theresa Opie at 262-370-4516 or opiethe@gmail.com.
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TheAdult
Measure
of Giving
Education
Adult & High School Christian Education
Sundays, 9:15-10:15 AM
Part 1 - October 8th; Part 2 - October 15th; Part 3 - October 29th
Rick Steves’ “Luther and the Reformation”
Grab your Passports and mark your calendars for this
engaging three part tour led by Rick Steves as we explore
the life, times and travels of Martin Luther.
In 1510, a young friar from Germany named Martin Luther
walked 700 miles to Rome on a pilgrimage. He returned
home disillusioned, and in 1517, raised 95 difficult theological
questions at the university where he taught — action that
became the Protestant Reformation. By questioning corrupt
Catholic Church practices, Luther unleashed a torrent of
public frustration and undercut the power of the Church.
In RICK STEVES SPECIAL: LUTHER AND THE
REFORMATION, travel expert Rick Steves sheds light on the
500th anniversary of the Reformation by visiting key sites
(including Erfurt, Wittenberg and Rome), and explores the
complicated political world of 16th-century Europe, from
indulgences to iconoclasts, and from the printing press to the
Counter-Reformation. It’s a story of power, rebellion and faith
that precipitated change in Europe and Christianity forever,
and contributed to the birth of our modern world.

The Greater Milwaukee Synod’s Anti-Racism Team
Invites you to participate in the next

Understanding & Analyzing Systemic Racism
Anti-Racism Workshop
Facilitated by Crossroads Trainers

October 26 – 28, 2017
Thursday (5:15 {Dinner} – 9:00 p.m.)
Friday (8:30 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.)
Saturday (8:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.)
Jackson Park Lutheran Church, 4535 W. Oklahoma Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53219Cost:



$150 for ELCA participants [Galilee will cover cost for any Galilee participants!]
Cost includes materials, 1 Dinner, 2 Breakfasts, 2 Lunches, Snacks
Interested Galilee members:
Please register by contacting Pastor Jay or the Galilee Office.
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Confirmation Student Calendar
Sunday, Oct 1st
9:15-10:15 Opening, Faith5 & “Hurt” - Understanding a Friend
12:00-3:00 “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Faith In Action Pewaukee
Community Project (3 Service Hours)
Sunday, Oct 8th
9:15-10:15 Opening, Faith5 & “Help” - Helping A Friend
11:45 AM-1:15 pm Confirmation/Mentor Meeting - Review Confirmation/
Mentor Packet, FAItH5, Youth Safety Policy & more. Gathering Place
Sunday, Oct. 15, 2017
9:15-10:15 Opening, Faith5 & “Hands” - Walking Beside a Friend
4:00 pm - 5:30 pm “Gathering For Community” - Building community is our calling to gather
together to help build up one another, sustain one another and deepen our relationships in the
name of Christ. “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among
them” (Matthew 18:20). We will engage in activities and discussion to help build community.
Youth Room.
Wednesday, Oct 18, 2017
4:45 pm -8:15 pm “Faith In Action” - Work with our partnership congregation, St Paul’s Lutheran in
Milwaukee. (4 service hours) Meet in Galilee parking lot.
Saturday, Oct 21, 2017
5:00 pm-8:00 pm “Galilee Reformation Dinner” - Engage elements of “WHEATing”, “I see.., I
feel…I ask God…” by living out Luke 10:37, “Go and do likewise” everyday, everywhere and
every relationship & FAITH5. Write a single page (2 paragraphs) follow up reflection paper
sharing your experiences and where you sensed Holy Spirit “nudgings” - Due by 12:00 noon,
Thursday, Oct 26th.
Sunday, Oct. 22, 2017
9:15-10:15 InterGaliee Event: "The Reformation Experience”
Sunday, Oct. 29, 2017 - Reformation Sunday:
9:15-10:15 Opening, Faith5 & 7th & 8th grade Confirmation classes continue with re:form
Ancestors - New Testament Mary the Mother of Jesus - “The Long Suffering Mom”
10:30 am Worship - Rite of Confirmation for all 9th grade Confirmation students
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Galilee Sunday School
It is such fun to be back into the Sunday School classrooms and have the children be involved in the
stories and Christian learning so important to us and we enjoy our Opening Worship each Sunday as
we come together in the Sanctuary at 9:15 a.m. for singing and a message.
As a reminder, as previously shared, as disciples and witnesses to the love and truth of Jesus Christ
it is our obligation and gift to teach and preach the Word of God to our children. This Christian
training and responsibility begins at home with prayers of thanks at meals, at the start of our day and
or at the bedtime. Devotions, discussions, reading and studying the Bible are an integral part of this
Christian education in addition to regular attendance at Sunday School as well as worshiping
together as a family. These reinforce the love, care and compassion of Jesus in our lives and how
we are to have Jesus as our complete focus in life. The bulletin insert “taking faith home” is a
wonderful example to be your reference each week.
A huge thank you to parents for having your children celebrate and learn with us each Sunday
morning. It is so very important to have them here each week to be part of the Christian Education.
We are blessed to have the talented teachers and shepherds who convey this education to the
children. Following are those individuals who are sharing their time, their talents and their love for
the education of our children:
Pre 3-4
Alyssa Olson
Mary Dehler
Maddie Raschka

Grade 5-6
Shelly Dohlby
Dennis Olson
Andrea Smith

Kindergarten-2nd Grade
Terri Drover
Kathy Hyslop
C. J. Knutson
Mary Winter
Penny Zurn

Viv Dethloff – Supplies
Carol Puestow –Birthday Cards

Grade 3-4
Susan Katt
Doug Dehler
Ethan Reinke and Jeff Dohlby
David Roberts
Thank you all for saying “Yes”! We will again have an Outreach Project each month. In September
and October, we will collect “Lunch Box Snacks” to benefit the Pewaukee Food Pantry guests. We
will collect the Snacks during our Opening Worship.
We are excited and enthused and ask for your support and prayers for our staff, the children, and
the Program throughout the year. We welcome your thoughts, comments and suggestions as we
continue to build our Sunday School Program. Your input is so very important in this ministry at
Galilee.
Blessings,
Barb Barthel
Sunday School And Members of the Sunday School Ministry
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El Salvador Delegation update
El Salvador Delegation Leaving November 4th
to visit our Sister Congregation – Los Martires
Thirteen members of Galilee (Susan Katt, Sue Knutson, Bill Braunschweig,
Marv and Dianna Bednar, Doug Dehler, Kirsten and John Gahan, Haley and
Mary Berg, Hailey and Kim Kiser and Barb Barthel) along with ten people from
North Cape Lutheran Church in Franksville will be visiting our Sister
Congregations in Monsenor Romero and El Chipilte. We leave November 4 th
and return November 11th.
This trip is all about continuing to build relationships, getting to know the people, the culture, the
needs, and learning how to best accompany each other in our lives with Jesus Christ.
The majority of our time will be spent in the communities both ministered by Pastor Martir, sharing in
worship, gathering times, activities and sharing thoughts and ideas. In our community we look
forward to walking to the homes, meeting with the people and sharing our love. We also hope to
meet with the adults, youth, and children and have questions & answers and sharing time. There is
always “game time” set aside as we interact with the young people.
At a recent planning meeting we shared a word that came to mind about our El Salvador. Some
thoughts were: Exciting!!!, Little Nervous, Happy, Hopeful, Inspirational, Anxious, Sharing the Faith,
Friendships and Relationships.
In December we will have an opportunity to share about our visit during an Adult Education Class.
We urge you to come and hear our story.
Pray for us as we prepare for this delegation as God guides our journey and show us the path He
desires for the relationship between Galilee and Los Martires. Pray for safety, our health and for our
families during the time we are gone, and for all the Salvadoran people we meet.
The Galilee El Salvador Delegation

El Salvador Visit
Our Delegation will again be taking a suitcase of Sunday School supplies for our Sister
Congregation, Los Martires. There is a bin in the Narthex, and we would welcome donations
of crayons, markers, glue sticks, Elmer’s glue, stickers, scissors and construction paper.
Thank you for considering this gift.
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Taking Faith Home
“Taking Faith Home” bulletin inserts are now available online to help enhance your weekly devotion,
text study, worship experience and to deepen your relationship with God and with each other.
Find the link HERE. Use it daily with FAItH5 for your daily and/or nightly devotion. See Deacon Doug
for the password, if needed.

Stewardship - Galilee Life: Be In It!
GALILLEE LIFE: BE IN IT
FINANCIAL APPEAL CONTINUES
SEPTEMBER 9 - OCTOBER 22, 2017
By now all Galilee members should have received a letter with an enclosed financial commitment
card. Your participation in activities, your volunteering, and your financial support enables us to have
a strong program here at Galilee.
Thank you to those of you who have already returned your pledge card.
If you have not yet done so, please prayerfully fill out the card and return it to the church, or place it
in the special basket near the “Tree” wall display in the narthex. Cards are due by October 22 .
- Susan Keller
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Reformation Dinner at Galilee
GALILEE REFORMATION DINNER
SATURDAY OCTOBER 21, 2017

We will begin with Saturday worship at 5 pm, followed by a social
gathering in the Lower Level.
A catered German Dinner and Entertainment will begin at 6pm
The Sterling & Brass Lake Country Brass Quintet will provide
Music and sing along beginning at 7 pm.
All are welcome to attend this unique event!
Please see the sign up in Narthex
Cost is $5.00 for Adults, cost for children is free.

~ Notes from your Mutual Ministry Team ~
For both the health and well-being of the congregation and the pastor, eleven years ago Galilee
adopted a “Pastoral Sabbatical Policy.” Pastor Sandy Chrostowski was the first pastor to utilize this
opportunity which is granted to our rostered leaders after serving the congregation each six years.
Pastor Jay is now entering into his sixth year as our Spiritual Leader. During this time we have seen
the ministry that we share together for Christ grow and be enriched in many and various ways.
We want that growth and enrichment to continue, and having a concentrated time for pastoral
renewal can play an important part in that happening. Pastor Jay will be reaching that time of service
in 2018 and, as we have done in the past, Galilee will be encouraging the utilization of this
sabbatical time. As the Mutual Ministry Committee, we will be helping to coordinate that sabbatical
experience. We will be sharing more information with you as plans are made. We encourage your
contacting us with any questions or concern.
Full details of the sabbatical policy are available in the “member” section of our website –
www.galileelc.org
Mutual Ministry Members:
Carol Puestow, Dianna Bednar, Jill Plesh, Sharon Vitek and Tom Drover
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Prayer Shawl/Blanket Ministry

Prayer Shawl/ Blanket Ministry Gathering
Wednesday, October 4th 1-3pm
Please join us for our Prayer Shawl/ Blanket
Ministry gathering! We will be meeting at the
church on Wednesday afternoon October 4th
from 1-3. Our ministry creates shawls/blankets
for those in need of a tangible reminder of
God's presence and love. If you have any
questions or need additional information, you
may contact Ann Dee Austin (262-501-1002) ,
Mary Benrud (262-567-9141) or Kathy
Akers (262-691-1014).
All are Welcome....God's work. Our hands.
- Ann Dee Austin

Galilee Book Club
Galilee Book Club will meet
on Monday, October 23 to
discuss "Fever" by Mary
Keane. Young Mary Mallon, a
young Irish immigrant, comes
to New York City with a love
of cooking and a passion to
succeed. She quickly gains an
excellent reputation and is
sought after in the finest
society homes. But soon a trail of typhoid
follows her and she is tracked down by the
Department of Health and is put into quarantine
for three years and is forbidden to cook
professionally again. Headstrong Mary is not to
be deterred and returns to her profession. A
decision that has dire results and the nickname
of Typhoid Mary which will follow her the rest of
her days. A fascinating look into early
twentieth century New York. Join us in the
Gathering Place at 7:00 pm. All are welcome.
- Sharon Vitek
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A Simple Ministry
A few years ago, I attended a
beautiful funeral service at Mt. Hope
Lutheran Church in West Allis. At
that service, I took notice that in
several of the pews there were
Teddy Bears of all different shapes
and sizes. There was a small card
attached to each bear, more of less
stating…”please take me to
someone in need of a hug and a prayer.”
In thinking it over, I thought it could be something
that our church could possibly become involved
with. That was twelve years ago. How time flies!
Recently, I spoke to Deacon Doug, and asked him
if the confirmands would entertain the idea of
coordinating the Teddy Bear Ministry as I am going
to “retire”. Doug was so kind and said “yes”. I told
him that it was a “simple ministry”: no meetings, no
funding, and not too much time involved.
Deacon Doug asked that I present my request to
the confirmands after Sunday’s early service. I told
myself that I could do this without a hitch; standing
and speaking in front of my church family should
not be a problem. All went well until Deacon Doug
turned to me and asked if I would share some
stories of where our bears had gone.
Needless to say, the tears flowed, and I pondered
about where these little guys had traveled: To a
little girl struggling with alopecia, to a woman dying
from cancer in hospice, and other people who
needed a spiritual lift.
Not long ago, a church visitor noticed the bears and
requested that 10 of them be sent to Tennessee.
Off they went! Bears have been given to a friend in
a family crisis, a mom who lost her precious son to
cancer, and for a woman near the East coast who
was buried with her precious Galilee bear. The list
goes on and on.
I have never requested a need for a bear, or for that
matter any monetary donations. Our supply of
bears has never been depleted! Multiple bears
have been donated at one time (sometimes 75
plus). A simple ministry, I think not!
Deacon Doug and the confirmands do not think of
the Teddy Bear Ministry as quite the ‘simple
ministry’ that I did. They believe it’s outreach and
impact will continue to be very profound!
Thank you all so very much,
- Eileen Hintze

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Deacon Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2017
John Ruf
Theresa Opie
Doug Dehler
Paige Rudolph and Pete Klatt
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Open
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson
Administration ~ Jim Hagen & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Oct. 01

Tom & Terri Drover

Oct. 08
Oct. 15
Oct. 29
To make a donation of flowers for the worship,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2017 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift! If you have any
questions, please call the church office at 262691-2380.
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

The 2017 Outreach for Hope Family Bike Ride was a fantastic success!
Several Galileans rode a variety of distances on their bikes for Outreach for Hope
on Saturday, September 9, 2017. Nice weather and pleasant company offered
riders fun and fellowship amongst our own church members and the 30 other
congregations that participated from the Milwaukee area. Thank you to all those
that rode in the event, volunteered with the event, and sponsored the riders this
year. Galilee was one of the top fundraisers totaling over $1,500 for the OFH ministries that
impact lives daily such as: youth programming to raise up new leaders, worship and bible study
with inmates, older adult programming for spiritual growth, medical clinics and parish nurse
support, food pantries, computer classes and clothing closets, Latino after school programs and
music schools, daytime drop-in center for homeless, youth outreach ministry for neighborhood
kids, after school program for neighborhood families, and a noontime prayer service and meal.
- Jeff Dohlby
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The Readings

Fall Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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October 01

October 15

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Isaiah 25:1-9

Psalm 25:1-9

Psalm 23

Philippians 2:1-13

Philippians 4:1-9

Matthew 21:23-32

Matthew 22:1-14

October 08

October 22

Isaiah 5:1-7

Isaiah 45:1-7

Psalm 80:7-15

Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]

Philippians 3:4b-14

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Matthew 21:33-46

Matthew 22:15-22
October 29
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 46
Romans 3:19-28
John 8:31-36

