The Galilean Newsletter, September, 2017
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
“We’re back!”
That statement above is one that I have repeatedly heard spoken by
Galileans over the last few weeks in particular. For some reason, this has
been an unusually busy summer for a lot of people, and this busyness has
led to many not being present at Church as often and as frequently as we
have been used to. But now with summer coming to an end, and the regular
routines of life returning with the onset of fall, we are celebrating the return of
the Galilean community and family. It’s great to see you! And it’s great to
have your back! Welcome!
As you will read in this edition of our Newsletter, there are a number of exciting things happening at
Galilee this fall! To begin with, we will launch our Christian Education program on September 10th
with “Rally Day.” Given that we are in the midst of the celebration of the 500 th Anniversary of the
Lutheran Reformation, our Rally Day will have fun activities coordinated around that theme.
[Please note that we will have still the one (1) Sunday morning service at 9am that week, with
Rally Day festivities beginning at 9:15am.]
Actual Sunday School Classes will begin meeting on September 17th at 9:15am. That will also be the
Sunday that we will return to our two (2) worship service schedule of 8am & 10:30am.
For Adults and Post-Confirmands, our Sunday morning classes will focus on Martin Luther and
Lutheran basics. These are not to be missed! And Wednesday Text Study opportunities also return
with a morning session at 9:30am and the evening session at 6:30pm. These are great ways to
enrich your weekend worship experience by already thinking about and studying in advance the
Scriptures that will be the focus of worship each upcoming weekend.
Our annual “Day of Service” (also referred to as “God’s Work. Our Hands”) will take place on
Sunday, October 1st (a no-Packer-game Sunday). More information will be coming about the project
that we will be doing together in service to our community. Stay tuned, and plan to be available to
contribute. It’s a great community-building activity for us as well as being a blessing to Pewaukee.
Well, explore the rest of the Newsletter for more details. We’re really glad to see you back!

Pastor Jay

ELCA Day of Service, October 1
“Day of Service” – October 1
Plan to take part in Galilee’s “Day of Service” to our Pewaukee community on Sunday, October 1 st.
With no Packer game to contend with, and with the desire we have to be of service to our
community (“God’s Work. Our Hands”), plans are being made for a project or two for us to do
together that will address an expressed need. Participants are encouraged to wear their yellow
“God’s Work. Our Hands” t-shirts. Extra shirts will be available for first-time workers.
We will start with a simple lunch together (provided). Then we will be briefed on the task(s) we will
undertake. Finally we will set out for a few of hours (2-4 hours as you have time to give) working on
the project(s). More details will be showing up for you as the date gets closer. But for now, please
place this event on your calendar. Thank you!

How You Can Be a Part of the El Salvador Visit this November
Not everyone can be available to travel as Galileans to our Partnership Congregation in El Salvador
this November. But even if you are not part of the delegation, you can be intimately involved in this
partnership journey in two significant ways. The first way is to dedicate this trip and these travelers
to your prayers. Your prayers bless this whole experience for everyone.
The second way is to help fund the delegation making the visit on our behalf. Your financial gifts will
help offset the expenses for each person making this trip. It is another way to personally invest
yourself in this partnership connection. Please make any contributions payable to “Galilee” and
earmarked for “El Salvador delegation.” And Thank you.
Looking Ahead to October….
Saturday, October 21 – “Reformation Theme Dinner”
Sunday, October 22 – Congregational Meeting (11:45am) to elect new Leadership Board members
Sunday, October 29 – Reformation Sunday & Rite of Confirmation
Update on Moses Htoo
As announced last month at church, our own Galilean, 10-year-old Moses Htoo, is in need of a liver
transplant. Plans are underway to perform that transplant in the coming weeks. As more specific
plans are set, we will update you so that your prayers can accompany the family during the
procedure and recovery.
Given that his father, Poe, will need to be off from work and devoid of an income during that time,
Galileans have been invited to assist the family financially. Thank you to those of you who have
lovingly contributed already! Additional contributions can be made by writing checks payable to
“Galilee Lutheran” with the memo: “Htoo family.” Your prayers and support are greatly appreciated.
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Please welcome our Newest Members!
Welcome New Members!
Have you had a chance to introduce yourself to our recent new members? Please do so to:

Norma & George Poulsen

Brian & Elizabeth Schwartz and Emma

Welcome new blessings to Galilee!
Interested in Membership at Galilee?
We would be delighted to have you contact Pastor Jay or the Church Office for more information.
Spiritual Formation Groups
At Galilee, Spiritual Formation Groups continue to be formed as interest is expressed. A number of
groups are already meeting. A group usually consists of 4-8 persons who will commit to the tensession workshop where they are introduced to traditional spiritual practices that have arisen out of
the history of Christian faith. In addition to learning and choosing spiritual practices that best fits the
individual, the group supports one another in the spiritual journey. Contact Pastor Jay or the Church
Office to express your interest.

High School students receiving Prayer Blankets and Blessing on August 13, 2017.
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The Measure
of Giving
Rally
Day, September
10

RALLY DAY PREVIEW
Diet of Worms
Thinking of changing up your diet? How about trying the new and improved Diet of Worms? Luther
lived to talk about it and so can you..nothing more tasty and satisfying than a Diet of Worms. Other
benefits: good Lutheran food for thought; physical exercise by playing the Worms & Dirt relay race.
Tetzel Wet Sponge Toss
Martin Luther helped to cleanse Johann Tetzel’s indulgences (paying money to the church for
forgiveness of sins) from the corrupt 16th century church. You can continue where Luther left off by
throwing a wet sponge to help clean the mud of indulgences off Tetzel’s face - help Mr. Tetzel comeclean.
Galilee Church Door
Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the Castle Church door in Wittenberg, Germany. Grab a hammer and
nail and join in the fun.
“Here I Stand!”, Here I Dance!
Show your creative dance moves while performing to the Luther Rap song, “Martinus Lutherus…”
Martinus Lutherus: you know that I’m ruthless.
when I speak what the truth is, don’t pretend that I’m toothless.
my bark is my bite---these words that I write,
dark night of the soul to enlighten the plight of the whole world.
cuz I know where the fight is: any place that the light is not.
the situation is fraught, when the church says heaven can be bought.
I don’t wanna tear the church down---holy cow, I don’t want beef.
and I don’t wanna wear a gold crown, but we gotta talk about belief.
on solid rock, not sinking sand---that’s where I stand.
so how ‘bout you? …
Credits from HERE I STAND: a Lutheran mixtape, released April 29, 2017
Written, performed, and produced by Andy Pokel

Other fun activities and games include; Bean Bag Toss, Horse Race, Lollipop Pull, Ring Toss A
Soda Can, Face Painting, Sidewalk Chalk Drawing, Legos, and crafts which include Friendship
Bracelets & Popsicle Stick decorating (which will be given to our El Salvador partnership), and much,
much more!!!
Help is needed for setup, games, crafts, face painting, and cleanup. SIGNUP on Deacon Doug’s
“Reformation 500” clipboard or Signup Genius. Confirmation students receive 1 hour toward their
required 12 hours of service.
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Confirmation Schedule, 2017-18
Confirmation for 7th, 8th & 9th grade students begins on Rally Sunday, September 10th.
“…you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 1 Corinthians 12:27
Our first InterGalilean event begins with Rally Day “Reformation 500” on Sunday, September 10th
(10:15-11:15 am) which includes many fun filled activities and games for all.
Confirmation sessions will explore FAITH5 (Share, Read, Talk, Pray, Bless) and what Jesus has
commanded us do in our daily lives - everyday, everywhere and every relationship - “Go and do
likewise.” The Parable of the Good Samaritan from Luke’s Gospel (10:25-37) will be the framework
for our Faith Formation For Life exploration and discussion.
Following the first seven weeks of Confirmation, we will begin exploring God’s story as recorded in
the New Testament and discover ways God continues to weave his forgiving, reconciling, loving
grace into our daily lives. (Note: This Confirmation calendar is through January 7, 2018)
Sunday, Sept. 10, 2017

Rally Day - “Reformation 500” (Service hours for helping)

Sunday, Sept 17, 2017

9:25-10:15 Confirmation Orientation - Required for all
Confirmation Students & Parents

Sunday, Sept 24 2017

Faith5 & “Hello!” - Making a Friend

Sunday, Oct. 1, 2017

Faith5 & “Human” - Welcoming a Friend

Sunday, Oct. 8, 2017

Faith5 & “Hurt” - Understanding a Friend

Sunday, Oct. 15, 2017

Faith5 & “Help” - Helping a Friend

Sunday, Oct. 22, 2017

InterGaliee Event: "The Reformation Experience”

Sunday, Oct. 29, 2017

Reformation Sunday: Confirmation continues with re:form
Ancestors - New Testament Mary the Mother of Jesus - “The
Long Suffering Mom” (7th & 8th Grades) (9th grade students
Confirmed at 10:30 AM Worship)

Sunday, Nov. 5, 2017

John the Baptist - “ The Rustic Herald”

Sunday, Nov. 12, 2017

Centurion - “The Roman Convert”

Sunday, Nov. 19, 2017

12 Disciples - “The Provincial Bumpkins”

Sunday, Nov. 26, 2017

No Class - Thanksgiving Break

Sunday, Dec 3, 2017

Sheep - “The Innocent Wanderers”

Sunday, Dec 10, 2017

Simon Peter - “The Ernest Blockhead”

Sunday, Dec 17, 2017

Christmas Program - All involved

Sunday, Dec 24, 2017

No Class Christmas Eve - Nativity of Our Lord

Sunday, Dec 31, 2017

No Class

Sunday, Jan. 7, 2018

Syrophoenician Woman - “The Legalistic Bureaucrats”
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Church: Cooler than the zoo!
Have you ever begged for more work to do just so
you could stay at church a little longer?
When was the last time you tried to leave the zoo
early because it meant you might get to church
earlier? Has the phrase, “I love staying at church
extra long!” ever entered your mind?
Do you ever attend a church event and think it should last a whole month next time?
For the 20 children who attended Galilee’s Vacation Bible School in August, the answers are yes,
last week, all the time, and of course! Though VBS only lasted eight hours (5:30-7:30 pm, August 710), the effects are long-lasting. Everyone was excited to come to church, thrilled to be learning
about the Bible, and ready to share God’s love. That passion doesn’t just disappear at the end of the
week.
While learning about Galilee’s partnership in El Salvador and exploring Bible stories, we focused on
Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:13-16: Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth…You are the light of the
world.” Through stories of King David, Queen Esther, and Jesus’ disciples, we made connections to
our lives. Seemingly small or unimportant things can make a big difference. We are chosen by God
to do great things. A single person can create change. We can work together to share God’s love all
day, every day.
Those children are ready. They are going out into their world, being kind, making friends, helping
others, and living in God’s love. On the last day, each child took home a ‘Salt and Light’ Bingo card
as a reminder and guide of some ways to be salt and light. Now, we invite everyone to participate in
the same way. Please see the newsletter insert for the ‘Salt and Light’ Bingo Card. Use the ideas
provided and create your own to shine light in the darkness and add a little salt to your day. Then,
think about those questions again. Can you find something at church to be excited about? Are you
ready to engage at that level? If not, what do you need to get to that point?
- Alyssa Olson

Photos form 2017 VBS: “Salt and Light”, Matthew 5:13-16
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Galilee Sunday School
September 10th – Rally Sunday; September 17th – Classes Begin
We will again meet in the Sanctuary at 9:15 am each week for an Opening Worship led by Doug and
Pastor Jay. Following this Fellowship time together we will proceed to our respective classes.
Galilee is blessed to have such devoted and committed Sunday School teachers participating in the
Christian Education of the children. This blessing extends to the Shepherds and Staff who have
stepped forward to assist in this process. To all of these individuals we give a big “Thank You”.
We could always use more people to share their gifts and abilities. If you are interested in being part
of the Sunday School Program as a Co-Teacher, Shepherd or help with special projects or activities,
please contact me at 262- 691-0711 or barb@galileelc.org and we can discuss where your skills
can best be used. You could volunteer each Sunday or one or two Sundays a month to help out. A
huge thank you for considering this important opportunity for building friendships and relationships.
If you have friends, neighbors or family members who are not presently attending Sunday School,
please invite them to come to Galilee and be part of our Sunday School Program.
There will again be Outreach Projects during the Sunday School year. In September and October
we will collect “Snack Items” for the benefit of the Pewaukee Food Pantry. These will then be
available for participating guests of the Pantry for use by their school children. We will accept snack
items each Sunday during the two months during our Opening Worship time.
We are all excited and enthused about Sunday School again this year and ask for your support and
prayers for our staff, the children and the Program throughout the year.
Barb Barthel
and All Members of the Sunday School Ministry

Confirmation Orientation
For all 7th - 9th grade students and parents
Sunday, September 17th, 9:25-10:15 am
We will discuss general requirements, expectations, mentor
ministry, projects, Faith Formation For Life, FAItH5 and the
National Youth Gathering.
“Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 7 Recite them
to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are
away, when you lie down and when you rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on your
hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead,…” Deuteronomy 6:6-8 (NRSV)
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and, this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8
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Stewardship - Galilee Life: Be In It!
STEWARDSHIP FINANCIAL APPEAL
SEPTEMBER 9 - OCTOBER 22
It is that time of year…back to school and major planning for next
year, 2018.
The Ministry Team Coordinators and Leadership Board, along with our
Treasurer, Chris Rudolph, will be putting together a budget for 2018. They
need some guidance by what we intend to give.
As a Galilee member, you will be receiving a letter and commitment card. Please consider how you
can give thanks to God by your monetary gift and commitment.
Ponder your pledge for next year, fill out the card and return it to the church by October 22.
There will be a Stewardship Box placed by the Giving Tree in the Narthex where you can place your
card, or you can mail it to the church office. Also consider automatic debit or Simply Giving as a way
of giving to the church to make it easier for consistent giving.
Thanks you for your involvement this year and for the gifts you already bring to Galilee.
- Susan Keller

The Measure of Giving
“As soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave the firstfruits of
their grain, new wine, oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They
bought a great amount, a tithe of everything.” --2 Chronicles 31:5
Several places throughout the Bible, God encourages us to give the first fruits of our
“crops” (income). Why did God specify the first fruits—not the middle portion, not the last portion, not
the leftovers—but the first fruits? While it is true that God called the children of Israel to offer the
choicest and best of what they had to Him; could it be that the issue God was addressing was more
about our trust than about money? Would it really matter which portion you gave if it was the exact
same amount? Probably not, but the issue is really not about giving as much as it is about trusting
God.
Giving the first fruits requires greater trust than at any other time. Do we believe God will truly supply
all our needs, including our finances, if we freely give a tithe of our first fruits? The Bible clearly
states, “Blessed is he who trusts in the Lord.” (Prov.16:20).
A close walk with the Lord requires us to put our complete trust in Him, including areas of our life
where we are prone to forget who really owns it all. We can be assured that “God will meet all our
needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:19)
Remember, “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barn will
be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9-10)
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Healing Prayer Ministry
The account of Jesus healing the ten lepers in Luke 17:11-19 reminds us to be
thankful. Ten lepers were healed, but only one returned to give thanks. Jesus
commended him for praising and thanking God.
It is easy to thank God when we are cured or start to feel better. When healing
comes slowly, or doesn’t come at all, it can be harder to be thankful. As Christians, we are to give
thanks no matter the circumstances (I Thessalonians 5:18). We can give thanks for salvation,
caregivers, doctors, safety, freedom, a favorite food, a comfortable bed, a faithful pet, beauty in
nature, patience, and many other blessings. When words fail us, a simple prayer can suffice. “God,
I’m worn out and not feeling very thankful today. Remind me of how blessed I am so I can thank you
once again.”
Healing prayer is offered during Holy Communion at all services on the first full weekend of each
month.
- Krista Olia

The Pewaukee Food Pantry
Gethsemane Methodist Church has housed the Pewaukee Food Pantry since
2004 after the facility it was in was no longer available. In 2007 Gethsemane
generously built a storage room for food items not used immediately.
The Food Pantry is run by the Interchurch Lay Council, which is is made up of
nine area churches of different denominations. Judy Litvin and Karen Semrad
are the co-directors. Each participating church is allowed five voting
members. Galilee's reps are Ellen Piotrowski, Natalie Schmitt and Sharon Vitek. Anyone interested
in joining us on the council please contact Ellen, Judy, or Sharon. The pantry is staffed by volunteers
from the community. We have about 25 volunteers that sign up to work during the hours the Pantry
is open, which is each Wednesday & Saturday from 10-11 am.
The Pantry is open to families that live in the village or city of Pewaukee who are in need of
assistance. The Food Pantry is supported by community members, organizations, churches,
and schools. Monetary donations are very important to the success of the Pantry. Fresh meat,
butter, and needed food items as well paper goods, cleaning supplies, and personal hygiene items
are purchased to round out our offerings. The ILC has an emergency HELP committee. People
who have an emergency and cannot pay their energy bill or are short of money to pay rent, have an
on-sight interview by the committee to assess their needs. If warranted, limited emergency help is
extended. If the council cannot help the client, they are directed to other agencies. Food Pantry
clients are extremely thankful for the assistance provided.
One of the most important things we learn while working at the Food Pantry is...you cannot judge
people for how they look, what they wear, or the car they drive. It is important to treat clients with
respect and friendliness as we get to know them. We are sometimes their only social contacts and
friends. We pray that God continues to work through all the pantries' supporters that make having a
food pantry in Pewaukee possible. Thank you.
- Sharon Vitek
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Reformation Dinner

Galilee Book Club

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21
GALILEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Save the Date! You are Invited!
In honor of Martin Luther and the 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation, Galilee
Lutheran Church will hold a special
Reformation Dinner SATURDAY, OCTOBER
21 at the church for all families and friends of
Galilee.
With help from the Ministry team coordinators,
Leadership Team and many of the members
and friends of Galilee, a German dinner will be
served with the main course provided by the
church and sides and desserts by our
members.
Entertainment will also be provided. It
promises to be a fun filled night with fellow
Galileans!
Watch for more information and
announcements to come!

Thank You.

Old World Wisconsin is the setting for a
mystery series by author Kathleen Ernst.
Galilee Book Club will be reading and
discussing the first in the series, "Old World
Mysteries".
Chloe Ellefson is the new curator at the
museum. A priceless Norwegian ale bowl
comes up missing as Chloe investigates the
loss, the donor dies in a mysterious car
accident or is it? Join us as Chloe works out
this mystery. We meet Monday, September 25
at 7:00 pm. Join us in the Gathering Place. All
are welcome.
- Sharon Vitek

Go-Getters

To Our Galilee Family,
Words cannot express how grateful we are that
you have blessed us with your prayers and
support during John's long and difficult struggle
with cancer.
We thank you for helping us celebrate John's
life!
In Christ's love,
The Austin Family
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For our September 14th gathering, we will be
celebrating Kathleen Arndt’s birthday. All the
food will be provided, so no need to bring
anything!

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Deacon Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2017
John Ruf
Theresa Opie
Doug Dehler
Paige Rudolph and Pete Klatt
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Open
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson
Administration ~ Jim Hagen & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Sept. 03 John & Carol Puestow
Sept. 10 Oretha Dueno
Sept. 17 Kris Reilly
Sept. 24 Diane Praeger
To make a donation of flowers for the worship,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2017 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift! If you have any
questions, please call the church office at 262691-2380.

Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

Outreach For Hope Family Bike Ride - www.ofhbikeride.com
September 9, 2017 at St. Bruno’s in Dousman





Registrations are accepted online until noon on Sept. 6th. Walk-up
registrations are possible on the day of the ride.
Support a rider or volunteer – monies raised by riders and volunteers will be
matched dollar for dollar, up to $25,000
Make a Donation – for your convenience on-line donations are possible at
www.ofhbikeride.com
Volunteer – Over 100 positions need coverage to make this event a success

If you are reading this after Sept. 9th, the ride is over, but the need continues. Donations received
by Sept. 30th help us reach our goal of $110,000.
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The Readings

Fall Worship Schedule (beginning Sept. 17)
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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September 03

September 17

Jeremiah 15:15-21

Genesis 50:15-21

Psalm 26:1-8

Psalm 103: 1-7, 8-13

Romans 12:9-21

Romans 14:1-12

Matthew 16:21-28

Matthew 18:21-35

September 10

September 24

Ezekiel 33:7-11

Jonah 3:10-4:11

Psalm 119:33-40

Psalm 145:1-8

Romans 13:8-14

Philippians 1:21-30

Matthew 18:15-20

Matthew 20:1-16

