
   

 

 
The ñGood Wordò this Summer 

 
ñWhatôs the ógood wordô?ò a friend of mine often says. Well, I remember 
being in college (at California Lutheran College, later to become University), 
and sitting in one of many religion classes that I took from Dr. Jim Kallas, and 
having him say that if we ever felt down and low about life the best place to 
turn and the best thing to read in the Bible were chapters 7 & 8 of St. Paulôs 
letter to the Romans. Have you ever done that? Have you had the reason to 
do that lately? 

 
In this part of his important letter, Paul confesses the true experience of being human in relationship 
with God. Like Paul, you may also know the desire of wanting to live as God wants us to live. You 
may have a similar passion that Paul had of wanting to do Godôs rightness in your lifeé and yet over 
and over again discovering you inability to live that way. Sometimes, even, itôs not about making a 
mistake but actually purposefully doing something that you know that in Godôs eyes is wrong. Whatôs 
up with that? ñI can will what is right, but I cannot do it,ò Paul says (7:18). Have you ever known 
that experience yourself? 

 
Well, that is what chapter 7 does for us ï it rightly describes our reality of not living as God hopes 
and desires us to be, even when we try our hardest. That can be rather depressing and 
discouraging. But the resolve comes in chapter 8 when Paul proclaims the news that transformed 
his soul and theology completely ï ñThere is now no condemnation for those who are In Christ 

Jesus.ò 

 
What does it mean to be ñin Christ Jesusò? How does that happen? When does that happen? 
What can/should that mean for me/us in everyday life? 

 
We will be exploring those questions during this summer month of July as we gather around Word 
and Sacrament here at Galilee. Summer is often a time when we might think of taking a break, or 
taking a vacationé.and it is good for us to do that from time to time. But we probably wonôt want to 
miss this opportunity to hear something that is soothing and comforting and healing balm for our 
troubled hearts, minds, and consciences. It also has implications for how we live and treat one 
another, as well as how we treat ourselves. 

 
I look forward to sharing this ñgood wordò with youé.this summer. 

 

 

 
Pastor Jay 
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My daughter and son-in-law are in the process of buying their first house. Julie and I are very 
excited for them, and it is an exciting moment in married life. Soon they will know something that 
every home owner quickly comes to know ï that of having necessary ñhouse projectsò to take care 
of. Whether it is painting or landscaping or repairing some plumbing problem or washing windows, 
there are things that just need to be done in order to take care of the place that you call ñhome.ò 

 

Oneôs church facility is no different. Here at Galilee is the place that we call ñhomeò to the faith 
community of which we are a part. We gather as family around Christôs Word and Table. We are 
blessed to have such a place to call our own. We also have ñprojectsò that arise from time to time 
that we need to attend to. Here is where your help is greatly appreciated. 

 

Thank you to so many of you that tend to things without being asked. That 
especially goes all of you Galilee Gardeners and Altar Guild participants that 
I catch from time to time!  

Iôve noticed lately that we could also use some window washers (and we 
have a lot of windows). Iôve been tempted to end some Sunday Service with 
ñGo in peaceéBut first, here are some paper towels and Windex!ò We might 
also notice a cobweb or two if we lookedé. and how can we get classrooms 
ready now for the educational program that will begin in the fallé. and now 
that we are using it more, imagine what a remodeled kitchen might be like. 

 

Well, let us know about your availability to help with our Galilee ñHouse Projects.ò Many hands make 
the task lighter. Contact the church office or our new Admin Coordinator, Jim Hagen, to volunteer. 
Oh, and in advance, Thank you! 

 

Pastor Jay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 House Projects 
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òNow faith is the assurance of things hoped for,  

the conviction of things not seen.ó 

Hebrews 11:1 
 

What role does faith play in healing? Some people think their faith is not strong enough to pray for 
healing. Although faith is present when healing takes place, it is not our faith that heals. God is the 
source of all healing. The Bible teaches that Jesus healed everyone who came to him for healing. 
He did not discriminate between those with a strong or a weak faith. The father of the sick child in 
Mark 9:14-29 had doubts about Jesusô ability to heal, and even asked Jesus to help his unbelief. 
Imagine his joy when his son was healed. Imagine how his faith grew through his encounter with 
Jesus. 

 

In the book Praying for Wholeness and Healing,* Richard Beckmen says, ñFaith reaches out to God 
and expects and receives with thanksgiving whatever God gives but does not produce or control 
what is given.ò 

 

Healing prayer is offered at Galilee during Holy Communion at all services on the first full 

weekend of each month. 

 

*Praying for Wholeness and Healing is in Galileeôs library. 

 

 - Krista Olia 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Healing Prayer Ministry 
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ANNUAL MERU BENEFIT 

GOLF OUTING 

Kettle Hills Golf Course  

3375 Hwy. 167 West, 

Richfield, WI 

262-628-0200 

 

Sunday, August 20 2017 

18 Holes 

1:30 pm Tee Time (Scramble) 

 

This fund raiser equally supports: 

¶ The Mt. Meru Coffee Projects Programs 

¶ Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity 

 

Click here to register 

 

$90 Registration fee per player includes: 

¶   18 Holes of Golf  

¶   Cart 

¶   Dinner  

 

PLUS  

¶   $10,000ð50/50 Hole-In-One Contest,   

$5,000 to the Golferð$5,000 to the Benefit 

¶   ñBonus Hole in Oneò; Choice of Apple 

entertainment package, Callaway woods (1,3 

&5) and irons (3-PW), or a $750 Visa gift card  

¶   Putting contest (Starting at 12:00 and 2:00) 

¶   Longest drive contest (men's and women's) 

¶   Longest putt contest (men's and women's) 

¶   Closest to the pin contest (men's & women's) 

¶   Mulligan tickets 

¶   Gifts, Games, Prizes, Raffles, & Silent 

Auctions 

¶   2 Beverages for 18 and 1 Beverage for 9 

holes. 

 

Registrations need to be completed by 

August 14, 2017 
 

 

A GALILEE  
STEWARDSHIP  
DEVOTION 

 
The Freedom of Giving  

 
 ñFreely you have received, freely give.ò 

Matthew 10:8 

 
Jesus just completed an extensive course in 

basic training with His disciples. He called 

them, prepared them, trained and showed them 

the ropes. As a commanding officer gives final 

instructions to jittery young soldiers preparing 

for a military strike, Jesus informs the disciples 

of the battle plan. He provides detailed 

instructions, warns them of pitfalls and 

hardships to come and, finally, Jesus offers 

encouragement. 

 

We are reminded in this text of all that God has 

given us in Christ. He has lavishly poured out 

His grace upon us, redeeming us, calling us as 

His own, giving us new life with Him. Ephesians 

1 tells us that we have truly been blessed with 

every sort of spiritual blessing. We have 

received all this freely. 

 

God is the source of everything we haveðour 

time, our talents, and our finances, enabling us 

to give to others in His name, so that ñthey may 

see your good deeds and praise your Father in 

heavenò. (Matthew 5:16) 

 

What has God given you that you could freely 

give? Is it your time? Do you find yourself with 

ñfreeò time on your hands that could be used for 

His Kingdomôs work? Has God gifted you with a 

particular skill or trade that could be used at our 

church? Has God blessed you financially? 

Could you free up some funds to extend His 

Ministry? Take a moment and reflect on how 

God has given you the undeserved gift of grace 

through His Son, Jesus Christ. Now reread 

Matthew 10:8. 

 Meru Benefit Golf Outing  The Freedom of Giving 

https://kettlehills.com
https://www.mtmerucoffee.org
http://milwaukeehabitat.org
https://www.mtmerucoffee.org/collections/golf-sign-up
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As faithful disciples and stewards, we are called to care for and maintain all 

that God has given us. We prayerfully consider the time, talents, gifts and 

abilities we are blessed with and all of creation as we consider how and when 

we are able to share them. Our monetary gifts support the life of the church 

and the work we are called to do.   

 

As A Galilean ï We personally have many opportunities to be part of the Outreach Programs that 

Galilee Lutheran Church is able to provide. We are blessed to have such strong and fruitful 

Outreach as we serve the Congregation, the Community and our Global Partnerships. God has 

equipped us to make a difference in the world  

 

Our Compassion Care Ministry is such an important part of our Outreach and there are many 

ways you can be involved. There are Visit opportunities to see those who are not able to attend 

weekly worship.  The visits are so welcomed but telephone visits are so important. Our Healing 

Prayer Ministry allows you to come forward during the first full weekend of each month to pray for 

those requesting pray or be involved in the laying of the hands during that special time. The Prayer 

Shawl Ministry provides wonderful support to provide a hand prepared shawl made with special love. 

Be part of the Green Team as we address energy efficiency as well as maintenance of the Galilee 

landscape. Be a Friday Thistle Club member and come Friday morning from 8:30 ï 9:30 am to help 

in the upkeep of our grounds. Check out the Ministry Interest Brochure for other opportunities that 

are available. Coordinator - Sarah Spencer 262-691-9191 will be pleased to assist you.  

 

Hospitality Ministry allows you to become involved in many different ways as we reach out to the 

Galilee faith community. You might help prepare coffee for the Sunday morning hospitality time 

between services.  You could provide the snacks on a particular Sunday for that special fellowship 

time. There are always special event volunteer opportunities where your help is welcomed. The 

Hospitality Ministry is in need of a coordinator to help bring all this together. That just might be you. 

Consider volunteering, and let the Leadership Board know of your interest.  

 

Our Partnership and Global Gifting Ministry has many opportunities for your involvement. There 
are opportunities for various programs through the ELCA and the Greater Milwaukee Synod. Galilee 

has been very supportive of Outreach for Hope, Cover Girls and the Lutheran World Relief Project, 

SOPHIA (a local organization seeking Social Justice, the Hope Center (a local organization 

providing support to those in need, our Rafiki Team providing support for our Burmese families, 

Pewaukee Food Pantry and Mt. Meru Coffee.  

 

Galilee has been blessed to have three Sister Parish Partnerships: our urban relationship with St. 

Paulôs in Milwaukee and our two global partners: the Ndoombo Parish in the Meru Tanzania and El 

Renacer de Los Martrys in the community of Monsenor Romero in El Salvador.   

Coordinators are: Carole Brinkman 262-691-4074, Jeff Dohlby 414-234-9620, or Jim Olia 262-790-

9273 who will be pleased to talk to you about areas available to reach out to others.  

 

Consider where and what you can do through our Outreach Ministry areas. There are wonderful 

opportunities waiting for you to say yes! 

 

Stewardship Ministry ï Susan Keller and Barb Barthel  

 
Stewardship: Galilee Life: Be In It! 
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News from the Greater Milwaukee Synod Assembly 2017 
ñFor the Healing of the Nations: 
Living Word, Living Water, Living Justiceò 

 
Voting Members in attendance:  Deb Kohler & Deacon Douglas Krekling 
 
This yearôs Assembly was filled with excitement, renewal, and learning - and too much new 
information to fill these pages.  The opening and closing worship services, plus all of our time 
together, filled us with the Holy Spirit.  We made new friends and shared time with old friends, all 
while conducting the business of the synod. 
 
Bishop Erickson shared his vision of how we will move forward as people of God and introduced 
three core practices that will give shape to everything we do in the coming years:  listening, 
imagination, and courageous action.  He is challenging us to create space for wisdom to work 
and to summon the courage to act. 
 
Bishop Erickson highlighted five areas that will occupy a significant portion of synod staffôs time and 
attention in the  coming months: (1) Accompanying congregations in transition; (2) Accompanying 
leaders in transition; (3) Developing leaders for mission; (4)  Developing resources for mission; and 
(5) Organizing our synod for mission. 
 
All resolutions presented were adopted: 
 
Resolution 1 in Support of Prison Congregation and Prison Reform 
Resolution 2 in Recognition of Rev. David Larsonôs Service to Lutheran Social Services 
Resolution 3 Calling to Provide Sanctuary to Immigrants 
Resolution 4 in Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Milwaukee Open Housing Marches 
 
We recognized and received new congregations formed by Holy Closure and/or consolidation. 
 
On Saturday morning we received Baba Askofu (Bishop) Elias Kitoi as a special guest! 
 
To view reports, resolutions, amendments, budget and more visit: www.milwaukeesynod.org 
 
 - Submitted by Deb Kohler 
 
 

 
2017 Synod Assembly Report 

http://www.milwaukeesynod.org/
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Special guest Bishop Elias Kitoi was the guest of Bishop Erickson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacon Doug Krekling, and Debra Kohler all attended the Assembly at the County Springs Hotel in 
Pewaukee (seen here with Bishop Paul Erickson). 


