The Galilean Newsletter, December, 2016
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
December’s Advent Readiness
By the time this newsletter reaches you we will be anticipating, if not already
into, the 2nd week of the Church Season of Advent. The call of Advent is
always that of readiness – calling us to “Be ready!” “Be watchful!” But what
is it that we are to be anticipating and need to be ready and watchful for?
Often Christians and the Church mistakenly think that this readiness is all
about Christmas and the birth of Jesus. Actually this is incorrect. As I have reminded us of each
year, the readiness of Advent is all about the 2nd Coming of Christ, not about His birth. (Sorry, folks,
but we missed that one!)
Yes as we get into the Season of Advent we will find ourselves conforming to the world around us –
we will put up a Christmas tree and Christmas decorations, and Christmas carols find their way into
our liturgy and other gatherings. But the Church’s season of Christmas actually doesn’t arrive until
December 25. Prior to that we are in Advent, and Advent is about Christ’s return.
Should Christ not return by the night of December 24 th, well, then we will “console” ourselves and
encourage one another about His promised return by remembering the promise fulfilled in His first
arrival as that baby born in Bethlehem. Nevertheless, our hearts and eyes should still and always be
in expectation of Jesus’ return. The season of Advent reminds us of that importance.
Be ready! Be watchful! Jesus is coming…again!
Pastor Jay

Christmas Service Schedule
December 24, Christmas Eve, 4 pm and 10 pm
Christmas Day, 10:00 am (one service only)
Upcoming Congregation meetings:
Presentation of Galilee’s
2017 Budget for Mission & Ministry
Sunday, December 18th @ 9:30 am in the lower level Fellowship Hall
Treasurer Chris Rudolph gives us a “first look” at the proposed budget
(to be voted on at the January 29th Annual Meeting)
Planning ahead:
Galilee Annual Meeting – Sunday, January 29th @ 11:45 am

December Events at Galilee
Need to Update your Directory Picture?
As we are about to begin a new calendar year, this might be a good time for you to update your
Church Directory picture. Maybe you’d like to take advantage of your Christmas picture taking and
send in one of those. Please send them in digital format, emailing them to our secretary at
Galilee@Galileelc.org and she will do the rest. Thank you for helping us stay up to date with you.
Remember, other members use this directory to help recognize you at church!
End of the Year Offerings & Gifts
Thank you for your financial support of Christ’s ministry at Galilee this year! As we come to the end
of the year, please note that in order to be credited for 2016 all offerings and gifts need to be
received by December 31. Help us end the year strong, and to be ready together to begin the new
year of spiritual formation and ministry. Thank you!
“Rides” for Galileans
Here is something that maybe some of you can help us with – there are times and events when
some of our Galilean members need a ride to/from church. Are you someone who might need
such a ride? Are you someone willing to provide such a ride? Please contact the church office
and we will see if we can help to connect passengers with needed drivers. Thank you!
We Welcome New Leadership Board members
Paige Rudolph & Pete Klatt!

From Your Galilee Ministry Staff –
May you enjoy a Merry Christmas,
and a New Year filled with Christ’s blessings!

The staff at
Galilee Lutheran Church
wish you all a very blessed
Christmas Season!
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Word Gifting Prayer
…trying to think of that very special gift for someone?
Word Gifting Prayer
Recently, I had a conversation with someone about the varied styles and ways
we can pray; ways we directly communicate with our living God. This person was
very surprised to discover that prayer doesn't have to be elaborate and involved.
“Do you mean prayers don’t have to be long, and with a lot of words - prayers can be simple too?”
Yes, prayers can be many, many words, or just a few words or yes, just a single word.
Try out a One Word Gifting Prayer.
Go ahead, try praying a single word prayer to God right now. *On the next page are some
suggested words you might consider. (NOTE: You can pray anywhere…shopping, in a checkout
line, waking up, going to bed, bathing, showering, driving, sitting at a stop light, stuck in traffic,
waiting, working out…anywhere and anytime. Prayer is totally portable…and it makes a great gift!)
Now try praying a single word prayer to God about someone you may know who needs some extra
help, encouragement, forgiveness, reassurance, love…what word do you choose. A word lifted up
to encourage. A word that reflects the day. A word that describes what you see in that person. A
word offered as a blessing.
Think of a person. Write your prayer word on a sticky-note (or small piece of paper) to carry with
you, to hand, send, or to give to that person. You could even write a short note why the prayer word
gift is being offered. Here’s an example;
“Dear God, I am giving [person’s name here] this word gift because… Dear God, I thank you for
your gift of forgiving, reconciling, grace filled love.” Amen!
Corinthians 13:13 So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
Look for opportunities throughout your day to gift other people with a single word gift of prayer! Be
the daily Daily Samaritan Jesus calls you to be…everyday, everywhere, every relationship. “Go and
do likewise.” Luke 10:37
God’s word calls us to pray, so how do we respond as followers of Christ?.







"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer."–Romans 12:12
"And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests." -Ephesians 6:18
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God." –Philippians 4:6
"Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful." –Colossians 4:2
"Pray continually" -1 Thessalonians 5:17
"I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for
everyone …" -1 Timothy 2:1
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Jesus regularly prayed so what are we to do as followers of Christ?
 "After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray." –Matthew 14:23
 "Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, 'Sit here while
I go over there and pray.'" –Matthew 26:36
 "Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary
place, where he prayed." –Mark 1:35
 "But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed." –Luke 5:16
 "One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God."
–Luke 6:12
 "Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up."
–Luke 18:1
May the love of Jesus Christ bless your everyday, everywhere, and in every relationship.
Doug Krekling
Director of Christian Life
Galilee Luther Church-Pewaukee
douglas.krekling@galileelc.org
414-531-7014
*More “Word Gifting” suggestions: Ambitious Appreciative Believing Blessed Brave Breath Caring
Compassionate Courageous Creative Dream Faith Friendship Forgiveness Gentle Gracious Grateful
Heartfelt Helpful Honoring Hopeful Inspiring Joyful Kind Laughter Listener Living Loving Patient
Peaceful Persevering Promising Renewing Spiritual Strength Striving Thoughtful Time Trusting
Truthful Unselfish Welcoming Wise Wondering…
Traveling to Tanzania Africa
As many of you may know, Lisa & I will be traveling with a small group from St. Matthew’s Lutheran
Church to Tanzania Africa-departing the United States on Tuesday, January 10th, and returning to our
homeland on Tuesday, January 24th. We will be attending the installation of Pastor Elias as the new
Bishop of the Meru Diocese. It is also our hope to visit and worship at our partnership congregation, the
Ndoombo parish. The arrangements to visit them are currently being worked out. Our other plans are to
meet with the current Bishop and church leaders, meet new friends (of course), visit a Masai village, tour
Arusha and experience a Safari in one of the regional national parks - Arusha, Tarangarie or Ndutu and do
much, much more. We will gladly take with us any prayer offerings you may wish to share with Ndoombo
Parish and with Pastor Elias. And, we’d like to share a very special “Thank you!” to the Praegers who are
hand-stitching colorful crosses “The Cross In My Pocket” gifts for our Tanzanian brothers and sisters.
Please keep us and the Meru Diocese in your prayers. Thank you!
Serving with you in Christ,
Doug Krekling
Director of Christian Life
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On the Right Track
When I was a student in college I had a poster hanging on the wall in my
room. It was a picture of a set of railroad tracks that stretched out to the
horizon. The caption on the poster said “Even if you are on the right track you
will get run over if you just sit there”. It served as a daily reminder to always
work hard and don’t become complacent. So, what does this have to do with
Galilee Lutheran Church?
I am pleased to report that after 10 months, from a financial perspective we
are “on the right track”. Giving towards the General Fund is $5,900 ahead of
last year at this same point in time. Compared to our Budget, General Fund
giving is ahead by $13,500. Giving towards the Mortgage Fund is $3,700
below last year but $2,300 ahead of our budget. When you combine the
giving towards both of these funds, we are ahead of last year and our 2016 budget. And if you
remember last year we were no longer receiving rental income from Goodwill.
However, just like the warning in the poster we cannot become complacent. Our 2017 Stewardship
campaign is wrapping up and at this point in time, pledged giving is approximately $19,000 less than
this year’s pledged amount. So if you have not turned in a pledge card for 2017 please prayerfully
consider how God has blessed and enriched your life.
From a “Galilee Life” perspective, next year promises to be very exciting. But we need your support
to make this happen. Thank you!
Chris Rudolph, Treasurer

Seven young men and women were confirmed at Galilee on October 30, 2016
Shown are: (back row) Sam Spencer, Hailey Kiser and Ethan Reinke
Front row: Pastor Jay Ford, Megan Wallenfang, Haley Berg, Mackenzie Sherman, Kirsten Gahan, and
Douglas Krekling
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Second Semester 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation Classes
“…you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 1 Corinthians 12:27
Please notice that our Confirmation sessions will resume on Sunday, January 8, 2017.
Again, we will continue to explore some of the important characters in the Old Testament Bible Narrative and
continue to examine what it means to live our lives as “Daily Samaritans” by going and do likewise…as Jesus
commands us to do. (See Gospel of Luke 10:25-37)
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Sunday, Jan 1, 2017

No Class - See you at Saturday (Dec 31st) or Sunday Worship!

Sunday, Jan 8, 2017

Rarab - “The Faithful Opportunist”

Sunday, Jan 16, 2017

Deborah - “The Exasperated Matriarch”

Sunday, Jan 22, 2017

Samson - “The Raging Prima Donna”

Sunday, Jan 29, 2017

“Welcoming A Friend” (FFFL)

Sunday, Feb 5, 2017

“Understanding A Friend” (FFFL)

Sunday, Feb 12, 2017

InterGenerational Ed. Martin Luther Seal - “Luther Rose”

Sunday, Feb 19, 2017

“Helping A Friend” (FFFL)

Sunday, Feb 26, 2017

“Walking Beside A Friend” (FFFL)

Sunday, Mar 5, 2017

Ruth - “The Tenacious Outsider”

Sunday, Mar 12, 2017

David - “The Flawed and Beloved King”

Sunday, Mar 19, 2017

Solomon - “The Ambitious Son”

Sunday, Mar 26, 2017

Elijah - The Get-R-Done Prophet

Sunday, Apr 2, 2017

Daniel - “The Invincible Visionary”

Sunday, Apr 9, 2017

Jonah - “The Passive-Aggressive Coot”

Sunday, Apr 16, 2017

No Class Easter - Resurrection of Our Lord

Sunday, Apr 23, 2017

InterGenerational - Celebrating God’s Creation “Earth Day” Reduce, Reuse, Recycle & Water Conservation

Sunday, Apr 30, 2017

Catechism

Sunday, May 7, 2017

Catechism

Sunday, May 14, 2017

Catechism

Sunday, May 21, 2017

InterGenerational - Teacher Appreciation

Galilee Sunday School
Please join us on December 18th for the Sunday School Christmas Program to be held during the
10:30 a.m. Worship Service. It is entitled, “The Light Before Christmas” and will include children,
youth and young people in the presentation. We hope you will be there.
Our November and December Outreach Project is the collection of mittens, hats and scarves for our
Galilee Mitten Tree and the benefit of our Urban Sister Congregation, St. Paul’s in Milwaukee.
There are no Sunday School Classes on December 25th or January 1st.
Following are some things you may wish to consider as we prepare our hearts and those of your
family for the Christmas Season:
Share special prayers of thanks for the Birth of Jesus
Read about the Birth of Jesus from the Bible and discuss this spiritual event
Share your favorite Christmas Carols and sing them
Continue or start a Christmas tradition
Reflect on Advent and talk about peace, love, hope and joy
Just step back and celebrate the Birth of Jesus
Reach out to others
Jesus is God’s gift of love to us. A promise to His people
All involved in the Sunday School education at Galilee wish you and your family a Very Blessed and
Beautiful Christmas.
Barb Barthel, Sunday School

El Salvador Ministry
We are again providing Backpacks for the children in our Sister Parish
Congregation, Los Martires in the Community of Mons. Romero. The gifts include
the backpacks, school supplies and socks for the children who will be starting
their new school term in January of 2017.
For this project, we continue to use the portion of the Noisy Offering contributions allocated for El
Salvador. If you would like to make an additional contribution for the Backpacks to supplement the
total sent we would welcome your monetary donation. Place your contribution in an envelope and
mark it El Salvador Backpacks and it will be included in the funds directed to them.
The backpacks will then be purchased in El Salvador and distributed to the children. It is a
wonderful gift that we can make to the children and important as they engage in their 27 minute walk
to school. We thank you for your consideration.
- Barb Barthel
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Thank You!

Galilee Book Club
Galilee Book Club will not
meet Monday, Dec. 26. Settle
back with your Christmas book
and we'll see you in January.
Our January selection is titled
"A Man Called Ove" by Fredrik
Backman.

Dear Pastor Jay,

- Sharon Vitek

Also, thank you to those of you who wrote to
me, and who have had me in their thoughts
and prayers. I look back on the cards and
words of inspirations when I feel like I need to,
and they have helped in trying times. I really
appreciate everything that you and others have
done.

Galilee Go-Getters

Thursday, December 8, 11:30 am
This month our luncheon will be Asian food,
along with a dessert that is provided. Do not
forget to bring your item for the White
Elephant sale. After lunch, we will also sing
some of our favorite Christmas Carols.
- Arlene Beaudoin

I just wanted to send you
and the rest of the
Galileans warm holiday
wishes. Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

But as far as I’m doing, I am fine. I get to visit
my Mom almost 3 times a week, and my
grandma about once a week. I talk to my mom
almost everyday on the phone.
I’m going to close now and get this out in the
mail. God Bless,
Sincerely,
Shaun Graham

Thank you!

Bunco begins in January
Bunco is back beginning on
January 14th at 6:00 pm

Get your dice rolling skills in tip-top shape for
this fun night of entertainment. We will gather
in the Gathering Place following the Saturday
night worship service on January 14th. Details
will be provided in the announcements and in
the next Galilean as the date draws nearer.
EVERYONE is WELCOME!
- Dianna Bednar
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Hey everybody at Galilee;
I want to thank you all for the
personalized cards that you
surprised me with.
Though I know you are with
me all the time, it’s still great to get reminders
like those from time to time. I hope that all is
well in the church, from what I’ve seen there
have been quite a few additional members to
the congregation lately. It looks like I’ll need to
learn all kinds of new names in the near future!
I’m grateful to have such a thoughtful group of
friends and family. Have a wonderful holiday
season!
Peace and Love,
Tommy Brinkman

Support Galilee when you shop at AmazonSmile
Amazon donates .05% from your eligible purchases to Galilee Lutheran Church!
What? It is a simple and automatic way for you to support Galilee Lutheran Church-Pewaukee every time you
shop…no extra cost. Just log in to smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate .05% of your purchase price to
Galilee Lutheran Church.
How to shop at “smile.amazon.com” ?
To shop, CLICK smile.amazon.com on your computer or mobile device.
Can I use my existing account on “smile.amazon.com” ?
Yes, you can use the same account on all eligible purchases.
How much of my purchase does Amazon donate?
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible purchases.
1. What to do?

2. Continue
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Thoughts on Healing Prayer
Galilee offers the ministry of healing prayer at all services on the first full weekend of each month.
This is the Lord’s ministry of love and grace for His people and it is carried out by trained healing
prayer lay ministers. During the distribution of Holy Communion, God’s love, grace and healing
power are present in the anointing with blessed oil and the laying on of hands.
All are welcome to come forward for healing prayer. Reasons for healing prayer include, but are not
limited to:
 desiring wholeness in body, mind, and spirit
 healing of disease or illness
 a release of fear, anxiety, impatience, anger, etc.
 healing for broken relationships in the home, workplace, or community
 healing for someone in need
 restoring one’s relationship with God
 asking the Holy Spirit to help live God’s will
 receiving peace, strength & comfort
 thanking God for healing already experienced
If you are interested in joining the healing prayer lay ministry team, or just want to learn more about
this important ministry, put Saturday, January 14, 2017 on your calendar. From 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.,
there will be an information/training session here at Galilee. Current team members are also invited
to attend for mutual encouragement and ministry updates. Please register for this event by e-mailing
Krista Olia at theolias@sbcglobal.net or by putting a written note in her Galilee mailbox. A sign-up
sheet will be placed in the narthex closer to the event.
- Krista Olia

Galilee Health & Wellness
Thursday, Dec. 1st, 9:15 - 11:00 am
Health and Wellness group will meet Dec. 1 at 10:00 am (9:15 for chair
exercise) in the lower level. Jean Miller will present a program on the
Veteran's Oral History Project. The project is a partnership with the Bell Tower Memorial group and
St. John's Northwestern Military Academy. A group of Pewaukee High School students interviewed
Pewaukee veterans from World War II and the Korean War. The sessions were recorded on DVD's
and submitted to the Library of Congress as part of the National Oral History Project.
Everyone is invited to hear more about this fascinating project!
Health & Wellness visit to Hickory View Commons in Oconomowoc
Thursday, Dec. 22, 10:15 - 12:00 noon
Galilee Health & Wellness Ministry will visit Hickory View Commons, 211 Concord Rd. in
Oconomowoc in conjunction with Interfaith Senior Programs to visit with residents and share holiday
cheer. All are welcome to attend this event!
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Ministry Staff Schedules

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2016
President ~ John Ruf
Vice President ~ Theresa Opie
Secretary ~ Naomi Ackley
Members-at-large ~ Doug Dehler & Janet Praeger
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson
Administration ~ Ken Klitzke, & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Dec. 04

Carole Brinkman

Dec. 11

Tom & Kathy Hyslop

Dec. 18

Darryl & Carol Gust

Dec. 25

Doris Stolz

To make a donation of flowers for the altar,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2017 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift!
If you have any questions, please call the
church office at 262-691-2380. Thank you for
your contributions!
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

Columbarium Update
We're well on our way to putting "shovels in the ground"!! Weather permitting, ground
work should begin the first weekend of December! Look to the east when you come into
the upper parking lot and watch the progress.
We're currently finalizing the columbarium policies and procedures document and working
on other documentation that will be necessary to manage the columbarium. We currently have about 30%
of the 48 niches in phase I sold. The price of inurement in the columbarium will increase from $1,500 to
$1,750 for one person after the columbarium's completion and dedication, so if you're thinking about a
niche, you should take this into consideration.
Dedication for the completed columbarium is expected around the first quarter of 2017. There is a poster
on an easel in the narthex and brochures there as well for the taking. The people on the columbarium
committee are listed on the back of that brochure and would love to answer any questions you might have
regarding this project.
- Carol Puestow
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The Readings

Winter Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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December 04

December 18

Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah 7:10-16

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Romans 15:4-13

Romans 1:1-7

Matthew 3:1-12

Matthew 1:18-25

December 11

December 25

Isaiah 35:1-10

Isaiah 62:6-12

Psalm 146:5-10

Psalm 97

James 5:7-10

Titus 3:4-7

Matthew 11:2-11

Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20

