The Galilean Newsletter, May, 2016
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
May the Spirit be with You!
Fifty days after Jesus’ resurrection, and ten days after His ascension into
heaven, the disciples were gathered together in Jerusalem and were waiting
there as Jesus had instructed them to do until they had received the
promised gift of the Holy Spirit. The book of Acts describes that day on which
the Holy Spirit was received. It was mysterious and amazing to both the
disciples who were now able to share the story and the message of Jesus in
new and various ways.
Having the ability to share the message of Christ in one’s own context is the challenge of every
believer and congregation. Our congregation at Galilee is no different from all other congregations
throughout the world who are called together, blessed, and sent out into the world with the message
of God’s love and grace revealed in Jesus Christ crucified and raised.
In the middle of this month we will celebrate the day on which the Holy Spirit was given to the first
believers. We call this festival “Pentecost.” But it was not first a “Christian” festival. Pentecost was
the annual Jewish festival that took place fifty days after the festival of Passover.
Pentecost was the annual festival of “first fruits,” as the first blessings of the year’s growth and
harvest were brought as gifts to the Temple and offered back to the Lord. But on the festival day that
St. Luke tells us about, it is the Lord who gifts us and the early Church with the “first fruits” of
Christian ministry as 3,000 people became believers that day.
That same Spirit continues to be given to believers today. It is that Spirit who has brought us
together and has opened our hearts and minds to Jesus and His love. But just as with those first
disciples, that message is not meant to simply remain confined in our hearts and minds. That
message is meant to be shared with the rest of the world – with the people we encounter as we
leave the room of our own gathering place centered in the message of Jesus. It is the Holy Spirit
who gives you and me the words and ability to share this message. So, in this month of May (and
always), may the Spirit be with you!

Pastor Jay

SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS MAY 29
Please note that we will change to our Summer Worship Schedule (one service at 9am) beginning
Sunday, May 29 (Memorial Day weekend). These next three months is when we combine the
Sunday services into one, giving us the opportunity to meet members and guests that we may miss
at the other service
For that reason, we are asking that at least on the 1st weekend of each month that you be sure to
wear your Galilee-provided “name tags.” [Contact the church office if you are in need of one.]
Thank you for doing this as another good sign of Galilee hospitality!
INTERGENERATIONAL CHURCH WIDE EVENT
Celebrating God’s Creation By Honoring Our Teachers
Sunday, May 22nd, 9:15-10:15 am
Past

“Tree of Remembering”
Celebrating and honoring Galilee’s teachers,
teacher assistants, shepherds, and mentors with
a brunch followed by a blessing at the “Tree of
Now”. Watch for updates in the weekly eNews
online.

Present
“Tree of Now”

Future

“Tree of Hope”
“Tree of Life”

MUSCIANS FOR SUMMER WORSHIP WANTED
As we move into the summer, we invite you musicians and singers to make yourselves available to
help enhance our worship with your musical abilities. Please contact the Church Office of you
interest, your vocal or instrumental gifts, and your availability, and we will be happy to schedule you
in. In advance, “Thank you” for offering such gifts to the Lord’s ministry!

Vacation Bible School - Sunday, July 24th through Thursday, July 28th!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
VBS (Vacation Bible School) InterGenerational congregation and community event is
scheduled for Sunday, July 24th through Thursday, July 28th (Note: Thursday will be an
evening event). Look for updates in the weekly eNews.
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Stamp Out Hunger
U.S. Post Office Food Drive
Saturday, May 14, 2016
Volunteers are needed
at the Pewaukee Food Pantry

Please consider volunteering for an hour or for
the entire time. Call 893-8241 or e-mail Karen
Semrad at ksemrad262@gmail.com.
Please let Karen know if you can help and the
time you would be available. Help is needed to
unload the mail trucks, date, and sort the food.
There is quite a lot of heavy lifting.
If you have any questions, please contact Judy,
Karen or Dave at the Pewaukee Food Pantry,
262-893-8241. Thank you!

Galilee Book Club
The Galilee Book Club will
meet Monday, May 22 at 7:00
pm in the Gathering Place. We
will discuss House Calls and
Hitching Posts by Elton
Lehman. Dr. Elton Lehman
spent 36 years doctoring in the
Amish community of Wayne
County, Ohio. A touching
portrait of a special country
doctor. Join us for gentle discussions; the
Amish way of life is always interesting to
explore. There is always room for another chair
around the table.
Sharon Vitek

Thank you to All!
Thanks to all who
attended our Easter
breakfast and helped to
make it a huge success.
We served 128 people this
year!! A special thanks
to those who helped: our
set up crew, servers and the clean up crew.
Without your help this couldn't have been
done. And of course thanks to all who
contributed food and beverages. Your
donations were great appreciated. Thanks
again to all and God's Blessings!
Darryl and Carol Gust

Thank You
On behalf of the
Braunschweig, Opie,
and Zurn famillies, we
would like to thank
everyone for the love,
support and memorial
gifts that were received for Galilee and the
Waukesha County Food Pantry in memory of
our mom, Beverly Braunschweig. We are
Easter people! And we are truly blessed to
have such a wonderful and supportive church
family. Thank you all for surrounding us with
your kindness and faith and for making our
sorrow so much easier to bear.
Easter blessings to you,
Bill Braunschweig,
Jill Opie, and
Penny Zurn
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Sunday School
It is difficult to believe that we are in the last
month of the Sunday School 2015-16 time
together. The attendance has been terrific, the
opening worship times such fun, the teacherstudent relationships wonderful to experience
and our various Outreach opportunities so
rewarding.
The year will again end with a Teacher and
Staff Appreciation Brunch to be held on
Sunday, May 22nd between services. Everyone
is invited to attend as we celebrate the gifts that
have been given to Galilee by so many. Plan
on attending - there will be more about the
event forthcoming.
We end our year with our Outreach Project to
benefit the ELCA Good Gifts Program. We will
again collect monetary donations in our Pig
Banks and the funds will be used to “Build A
Barnyard”. Whether we decide on chickens,
trees, pigs, goats or a cow, all will provide
many people throughout the world with
sustainable and supportive options in their
lives.
The Good Gifts Program is not just open to the
Sunday School children. Any member of
Galilee is welcome to participate as well. You
can place your donation in an envelope
(marked “Good Gifts”), place in the offering
plate and we will combine it with the Sunday
School donations. We thank you all for your
contributions to the Program. (If you wish, you
can indicate on the envelope what you want the
money to be used toward).
On behalf of all those involved with the Sunday
School Education we say THANK YOU for the
opportunity to be with the children and for all
the support you have given. We look forward to
again being together in the Fall.
Barb Barthel
Sunday School

GMS Service Project
June 2-4, 2016
Carthage College in Kenosha, WI
This year, the Greater Milwaukee Synod is
pleased to partner with the ELCA Outreach
Center in Kenosha to pack personal hygiene
kits during assembly. Congregations are asked
to collect the following items for this project:
- small bottles of shampoo, combs
- deodorant for men and women
- toothpaste
- feminine hygiene items
- bar soap (travel size or hotel size)
- razors, shaving cream
- plastic grocery bags for packing hygiene kits
Please bring to Galilee by Wednesday, June 1.

Mt. Meru Coffee Project
''Teaming Up in Mission'' Update
Since we began the "Teaming Up in
Mission" fundraiser in February, we
have sold 19 bags of Mt. Meru
coffee. This means $19 will go to the "Coins for
Kids" fund, which benefits children's ministries
in our three partnership churches.
This doesn't seem like a lot, and there is
another way we can add to that amount: if you
would prayerfully consider "matching" this
amount with a personal donation of $19, think
how this could add up! If this is something you
are interested in doing, just write a check to
Galilee with the "Teaming Up in Mission”
mentioned in the in the memo line.
The beneficiaries of your generosity will be the
children in Ndoombo Parish in Tanzania, Los
Martires of the Community of Monsenor
Romero in El Salvador and St. Paul's in
Milwaukee. Any questions? Please contact me
by email; kris9116@yahoo.com.
Asante sana,
Kris Reilly, Coffee Ambassador for Galilee
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Ministry Scheduler Pro
Sunday, May 8th
See a new way to Sign Up & Serve or Volunteer at Galilee
A brief introduction to “Ministry Scheduler Pro” online
We are pleased to announce that our online Volunteer scheduling system, “Ministry Scheduler
Pro” (MSP), will be available for another “a test drive” before and after service Worship on Sunday,
May 8th. Look for the “Ministry Scheduler Pro” table in the Narthex. Below is a quick overview of
the MSP features.
Flexible Online Scheduling:
 Specify exactly what times do and do not work well for you to serve/volunteer
Online Substitution:
 Check your schedule from anywhere and easily find a substitute when you can’t make one of
your scheduled serve/volunteer dates
Easy Communication:
 Stay connected using emails, text messages and mobile apps

Ministry Interest Brochures
(Time and Talent Interest)
It has been some months since we introduced the brochures for “Ministry Interest” opportunities
at Galilee. We have again put some of the booklets on a table in the Narthex.





Perhaps you didn’t have time previously to look through one and see where your talents could
be used.
As a New Member you will probably want to take a look and see what opportunities are
available.
You didn’t fill one out previously but over the months have seen what others are doing and
would like to become part of some of the things we do here at Galilee.
You did fill one out but have become aware of new opportunities of interest.

When we reviewed the previous responses, we found a lot of new ministry interest.
Take a look and see how you can use your time, talents, and abilities to become part of the Life
At Galilee and be part of the Galilee family. Your completed form can be placed in the folder on
the table and we will add your name to the interest responses the Coordinators have. Thank you;
you will enjoy being involved.
Susan Keller and Barb Barthel
Stewardship Ministry
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Galilee Life: Be in it!
Throughout the year, our congregation will be examining ways we can be good stewards with our
time, talents, "stuff", money, and basically all that God has entrusted to us. This includes not only
adults, but children and youth as well.
PLEASE CONSIDER:
GIFTS AND TALENTS
God has given each of us unique gifts and talents. We can use these gifts to serve the church. We
also use them in our vocations and to serve the Lord in our daily life. Take some time this month to
think about how you use your gifts and talents. If you are not sure what your gifts and talents are,
The ELCA has spiritual gift assessments for children, youth and adults available on www.ELCA.org.
TIME
We are busy people! How are we using our time? What are we doing with the days that God has
entrusted to us? How might we use our time to love God and our neighbor? Audit your time with
your family. Track hours you spend doing different activities (sleeping, cooking, working out,
etc.) Do these match your values? Is there time you can give to our congregation?
LOOK FOR THE NEW CROSS IN THE NARTHEX TO HELP YOU AND OUR CONGREGATION
LEARN MORE ABOUT BEING GOOD STEWARDS.
Galilee Life: Be In It!
Susan Keller & Barb Barthel

Future Events!
Galilee Group Camping
June 24-26, 2016
Galilee members, friends and families will be heading to the woods for a weekend of outdoor
activities from June 24th through the 26th. We will be setting up camp in the Southern Kettle
Moraine which is only 30 minutes from Pewaukee. Come and share a meal, an evening campfire
song, an afternoon hike, or an overnight under the stars with us. For those of you who don’t enjoy
the sweet smell of wood smoke-humidity-mosquito juice aromas, there will be daily swimming at
nearby Ottawa Lake beach with showers available at the campsite.
A signup sheet will be posted in May. If you are interested in camping but in need of some supplies,
please contact Jeff Dohlby at 414.234.9620.

Galilee Church Picnic
June 26, 2016, 11 am - 3 pm
Nettesheim Park in Pewaukee
Are you interested in helping or bringing a dish to pass? Look for the sign-up board in the Narthex
starting on Mother's Day weekend or contact Jody Wille, 262-538-0734. Watch the Galilean &
weekly bulletin for more information.
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Ministry Staff Schedules

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2016
President ~ John Ruf
Vice President ~ Theresa Opie
Secretary ~ Naomi Ackley
Members-at-large ~ Doug Dehler & Janet Praeger
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Sally Ruf
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson,
Administration ~ Bill Rudolph, Ken Klitzke, &
Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday
May/June/July
Altar Flower Openings
Are you looking for a way to
honor a special date or remember
a loved one?
The 2016 Flower chart sign up is located in the
Narthex. The month of May has 2 Sundays
available, along with the months of June, July
and August.
If you have any questions, please call the
church office at 262-691-2380. Thank you for
your contributions!
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson
Seth Peikert

Galilee Grief and Loss
The Grief and Loss Ministry Gathering will now be held each month. This
will allow more continuity between the times we meet.
Please join us the Fourth Tuesday of each month from 6:30 – 7:30 pm in the Narthex. This is a
time to come together with others who have experienced a loss in their life. Perhaps the loss is the
death of a loved one, the loss of a job, the move to a new location, the loss of a dream, the loss of
a pet, or the loss of a relationship. Any loss weighs heavy in our hearts. Being together offers
time to share, interact, build relationships and support each other.
If you know of someone in your family or in the community who could benefit from this time
together please invite them to attend. If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to call me
262-691-0711.
Barb Barthel, Bereavement Ministry
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The Readings
May 1

May 15

Acts 16:9-15

Acts 2:1-21

Psalm 67

Psalm 104:24-34

Revelation 21:10, 2222:5

Romans 8:14-17
John 14:8-17

John 14:23-29
May 22
May 8
Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14

Proverbs 8:1-4
Psalm 8
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15

John 17:20-26

Spring Worship Schedule

May 29

Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Ed at 9:15 am

1 Kings 8:22

Holy Communion is served at all services
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Psalm 96:1-9
Galatians 1:1-12
Luke 7:1-10

