The Galilean Newsletter, March, 2016
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
“Early” Easter
“Wow! Easter is early this year!” I hear this statement a lot. Yes, Easter
doesn’t usually arrive already in the month of March, but it does this year.
This will only happen twice in the next twelve years. But this is the earliest –
March 27.
I have already gotten pictures from people in my last congregation in California proudly displaying
their daffodils that have appeared. They are having unusually warm weather for this time of year,
and nature can’t help but eagerly begin to enjoy that gift of “new life” that springtime brings.
Maybe for us in Wisconsin spring will also come early. Wouldn’t that be nice? I think “the rodent”
predicted that, didn’t he? But just in case, I am mentally preparing myself for a “white Easter.”
Nevertheless, even if it is “white” outdoors, our gathering for worship on March 27 will be filled with
colorful worship, warmth, and joy! This, after all, is the “feast of feasts” day of celebration! This is
when we gather as a community of faith to celebrate the event that not only liberated Jesus from
death but us, as well. This is the event that shown new light back onto the events of the previous
days giving new meaning and understanding to a meal, a betrayal, a denial, an execution, and a
disheartened community of followers.
The promise of the resurrection is the promise of new life as we are gathered into Christ. This is the
truth that when realized transforms us even now. So who really would want to wait any longer?
Easter is early? Bring it on….and with it the gift and celebration of new life in Christ!
Be in it!

Pastor Jay

Wednesdays in Lent
9:00 am Morning Prayer in the Sanctuary
9:30 am Text study in the Gathering Place
6:00 pm A Simple Supper in the lower level
7:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer in the Sanctuary “The Seven Last Words”
Jesus’ “Seven Last Words” – Lenten Focus
On Wednesday evenings, Pastor Jay continues his series on the statements Jesus made as He
hung dying on the cross on Good Friday. Know traditionally as “The Seven Last Words,” each one
is drawn upon as a reflection in our Lenten journey.
March 2 – “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
March 9 – “I thirst.”
March 16 – “It is finished”
March 24 (Maundy Thursday) – “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”
“Spring Ahead!” on March 13
Yes, it is that time again – time to change our clocks and lose that one hour. Fortunately for many of
us, our cell phones make that change automatically for us. So, if you use your phone as an alarm
there should be no problem. But nevertheless, we should be anticipating this as we prepare
ourselves for gathering as our Sunday community that day.

Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday, March 20
Worship Services at 8 am & 10:30 am

Maundy Thursday, March 24
Worship Service at 7 pm

Good Friday, March 25
Worship services at 12 noon & 7 pm

No Worship Service on Holy Saturday, March 26
Resurrection Sunday, March 27
Worship Services at 8 am & 10:30 am
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Scriptural Reflection for our Lenten Journey
Love for Enemies (Matthew 5:43-48); Love for Enemies (Luke 6:27-28,32-36)
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I
say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be
children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do
you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and
sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
“God’s Work, Our Hands”
If someone walked up to you who had caused you great harm and pain, then, at a later time, asked
you for forgiveness for their wrong doing, what would you say or how would you behave toward that
person? Jesus commands us to ..“love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,” Jesus
also tells us to step outside of our comfort zone with an out-stretched hand to the other, the different,
to the unfamiliar - “And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others?”
Corrie ten Boom, a Holland born Christian whose family hid Jews from the Nazis and who was a
World War II survivor of Ravensbrück concentration camp, knew all too well what it meant to be
unexpectedly confronted by a persecutor who asked for her forgiveness.
In 1947, two years following the end of WWII, she was giving a talk at a church in Munich, Germany,
on the topic of the restorative power of God’s forgiveness. During her talk she mentioned the
Ravensbrūck concentration camp where she experienced much pain, suffering and where her sister
died. Following her talk, a man approached her - she recognized him as one of the guards from the
concentration camp but he did not recognize her. Her blood froze. He extended his hand saying that
since then, he had become a Christian and he knew that God forgave him of the cruel things he had
done, but, he wanted to hear from her lips that she personally forgave him.
Corrie ten Boom was challenged to forgive her captor. She was momentarily unable to lift her hand
to shake his hand. But when she finally extended her hand to his hand the “current” and power of
God’s forgiveness powerfully flowed into their joined hands and she cried out, “I forgive you, brother!
…with all my heart!”
God’s forgiving and loving grace creates light where there is darkness, hope where there is despair,
healing where there is pain. Who can you extend your hand to in God’s loving forgiveness? “God’s
work, our hands” has a whole new meaning.
Closing Prayer
O Lord, please help guide us into a deeper faith of knowing & trusting you. Help us to remember that
your forgiving, healing and loving grace can flow through our out stretched hand even when we think
we're unable to welcome, to forgive and to love. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Blessings on your Lenten Journey
Serving together in Christ,
Doug Krekling
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Thank you from Carol Burkhart
Thank you to all who have been praying for my little friend,
Naomi, who has been on our prayer list for three years. She
had cancer, and is now in remission at the age of 5. Thanks
be to God!
Thank you, and God Bless my Galilee Family for all the prayers and concern for my son Dave for
the last year. He has lost his battle with life, but is now free of pain and at peace with our Savior.
Your support is much appreciated.

Galilee Youth and Family
Ministry

Galilee Youth and Family Ministry is looking for ways to connect youth, parents, and families at
Galilee to grow a strong faith community for our youngest members and their families. It would be
great to get as many families involved as possible to share their gifts.
Thanks for your consideration and prayers. If you have questions or feel called to lead, please
contact Heather Evans at heaththe@gmail.com or 262.844.8664. God Bless!
I Corinthians 12:4-7 "There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them. There
are different ways of serving, but the same Lord is served. There are different abilities to perform
service, but the same God gives ability to all for their particular service. The Spirit's presence is
shown in some way in every person for the good of all."

SAVE THE DATES! Details to follow.
Sunday, March 13, 1-3 pm

Multi-Generational Ice Skating at Mullet Ice Rink in Hartland. See
more information on the following page

Sunday, March 20, 12 pm

Holy Week Egg Hunt, Story Telling, Snacks, and Crafts (ages
10 and under)

Friday, March 25, 11:00-2:00

Good Friday “Egg Dyeing” for Easter Potluck Lunch

Saturday, March 26, 10:00am

“Easter Trick or Treat” at River Hills Nursing Home (ages 10
and under)

Saturday, May 7, 10:00am

“Riverwalk for Breast Cancer” family event (Piotrowski). See
more info on page 9.
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A Special Thank You
Thank you so very much for your prayers and
the beautiful altar flowers that blessed the
Sanctuary of St. Matthew’s in Wauwatosa for
my commissioning and first call worship
service. Also, a very special thank you to the
representatives from Galilee who participated in
the worship; John Ruf, Sally Ruf, Theresa Opie,
Pastor Tom and Gail Osterfield, Naomi Ackley
and Ellen Piotrowski. It was very special to
share such an important day with them, my
family, friends and church families.
I also wish to thank you for all the help and the
warm hospitality I've received in transitioning
into my new position as Director of Christian
Life. I pray for God's help and for your guidance
as we continue to be transformed by God’s
grace, forgiveness, and renewing love.
Doug Krekling
Director of Christian Life

Save the Date!
Multi-generational
Skating Party
Sunday, March 13th
1:30 – 3:00 pm
Mullett Ice Center in Hartland
ALL AGES ARE WELCOME!
Come and join the fun! Cost is $5 for children,
and $6 for adults. If interested, “2 for 1” passes
are available on arrival. Skates can be rented
for $2.50. See the sign-up sheet on the CYF
board. Please bring a non-perishable food
item for donation to the Food Pantry. We will
have a photo contest with prizes! Take a picture
of you, a friend, or you and your family doing
something crazy and win!!!


Galilee Book Club
Monday, March 28 at 7 pm
Ruddy McCunn, a former star
football with great prospects,
has fallen from grace. After a
short stint in jail for an offense
to be revealed as the story
unfolds, he becomes a "repo
man". Not the most sought
after occupation. His best
friend and confidant is his
hound, Jake. And by the way,
his head is inhabited by a dead realtor, Alan
Lottner. And by the way there is romance!
Sound intriguing? Join the Galilee Book Club
to discuss “The Midnight Plan of the Repo Man"
by W. Bruce Cameron on Monday, March 28th
at 7 pm. All are welcome to join us in the
Gathering Place. See you there.
- Sharon Vitek
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1st Place Prize - $15 Cousins Subs Gift
Card
2nd Place - $5 Cousins Subs Gift Card

PHOTO CATEGORY ENTRIES
 Craziest Family Photo On Ice
 Craziest Action Shot On Ice
 Craziest Dance Routine On Ice
PLEASE SUBMIT PHOTO ENTRIES TO:
douglas.krekling@galileelc.org Be sure
include your name & phone number when
submitting photos.
REMEMBER, You’re never on “thin ice”
when you follow Jesus! See you there!
Sign up is not required, but helpful. Last minute
decisions to participate are welcomed!
Questions? Call, e-mail, or talk to Dianna or
Marv Bednar, Bednar@mindspring.com
or 262-691-1393.

Galilee Sunday School
We are learning – about God, Jesus, The Bible,
ourselves, our beliefs and faith. Each Sunday
is a different lesson and new excitement.
Different themes, different activities, different
people, and different interaction. Thank you
parents for having the children be with us each
Sunday morning to share the good news of
Jesus.
Each month we have an Outreach Project and
in March it will be “World Hunger” through the
Greater Milwaukee Synod and the ELCA
Appeal. Sunday School children and Galilee
members will have an opportunity to participate
in the Project as we share more detail about it
with you.
All within the Galilee Sunday School program
wish you a joyous and glorious Easter.
Blessings,
Barb Barthel – Sunday School

Outreach for Hope
OUTREACH FOR HOPE’S
“A Dollar A Day For Poverty”
is now underway during Lent
and your participation is greatly
appreciated.
“A Dollar A Day For Poverty” during Lent
supports the local congregations and ministries
of the Greater Milwaukee Synod working to be
the presence of Christ in the poorest
communities of our Synod. The theme this year
is “In the Midst….Hope!”
Sign up sheets and daily devotion booklets are
in the Narthex. All contributions should be
returned to Galilee by Easter Sunday, March 27
Please make checks payable to Galilee
Lutheran Church with memo indicating
“Outreach for Hope” or
“A Dollar A Day for Poverty”

El Salvador Ministry
Thank you Galilee Sunday
School and Congregation
Members for the toothbrushes
donated for the Mission of
Healing and Wellness held in
El Salvador in February. We collected close to
700 toothbrushes and a huge number of
toothpaste tubes to provide patients and their
families who attended the Mission of Healing.
Pastor Tom and Gail Osterfield and I
participated in the event. There are wonderful
experiences to share so please ask us about
our time there, we’d love to tell you about our
days in the Clinics.
While we were in El Salvador we presented
Pastor Martir with funds for the installation of
electricity in our Sister Parish Church building
as well as funds to purchase some 40-50 resin
chairs to replace the benches that have been
used. The funds for these two projects are part
of Galilee member gifts that had been given in
past years. If you would like to make a
monetary donation to supplement this project or
future projects you may do so by placing a
check in an envelope in the offering plate
designating “Los Martires Projects”. This will
allow us to assist our Sister Congregation with
some of their needs. Thank you for your
consideration.
Barb Barthel – El Salvador Ministry

Used Medication Bottles
We will continue our collection
of used prescription medication
bottles. They may be placed
in the container in the Library
Area. Thank you so much for
all that have been received.
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~ Godly Play ~
How many names, titles, and descriptions of Jesus can you think of?
The Bible contains around 200, and people over the centuries have
thought of many more. In Godly Play on Transfiguration Sunday, we
explored a small portion of them. Luke 9:18-21, 28-36 gave us several
ways to think about Jesus: the Messiah, Master, the Chosen One, Son
of God...but we did not stop there.
Jesus is the Way, the Truth, the Life, the Lamb of God, the Great Physician, the Greatest Teacher,
the Light of the World, the Bread of Life, Comforter, Man of Sorrows, Image of the Invisible God,
Good Shepherd, the Word...so many things to so many people. Each name gives us a different way
to think about Jesus, helping us form a more complete idea--yet leaving plenty of mystery to wonder
about.
During that lesson, we talked about Jesus, the True Vine (John 15). We wondered about how Jesus
might be like a vine, starting the discussion with familiar vines--grapes, pumpkins, and...people. Yes,
people grow on vines! How so? As the child who had this wonderful insight explained (to the adults
who were slow to understand), babies grow on umbilical cords, which are, basically, vines, providing
what growing life needs.
This is the type of connection that leads to deeper meaning, enriching our understanding of
our faith and our own lives. Now, the Vine is not only abstract, figurative language; it is a
very real part of every human’s existence.
Of all the names, titles, and descriptions of Jesus, which ones have you connected with? How do
you think of Jesus? If you apply childlike wonder to those ideas, what new richness might you
discover?

People grow on vines?
- Alyssa Olson
If you would like to experience this type of open-ended learning first-hand, talk to Alyssa Olson
(alyssamo89@gmail.com) about helping with Godly Play.
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Fabulous Fish Fry!
You are invited to a fish
fry at the Delafield
Brewhaus at 6:00 on
Friday, March 11th. The
signup sheet is on the
bulletin board across from the library. Deadline
to sign up is March 6th. This is always a fun
night of socializing. Get to know your fellow
Galilee members better! If you’d like to come,
but need a ride please contact Dianna Bednar
at 262-691-1393. If you have questions about
the menu, please contact Jill Plesh at 262-3674867. We’d really LOVE to see YOU!

Galilee Easter Breakfast
Sunday, March 27
8:30 - 10:15 am
Once again it's time to start
planning for our annual Easter pancake
breakfast. We will begin serving at 8:30 am on
Easter Sunday, March 27 and continue until
10:15 am. Hope you will plan on attending!
There is a sign-up board in the Narthex. You
may contribute to any of the areas listed on the
sign-up board. Your contribution will be greatly
appreciated. Please watch your bulletins for any
updates. Any questions? Please contact Darryl
or Carol Gust at 262-691-2329.

Grief & Loss Support Group
Tuesday, March 22nd 6:30 pm
Galilee Lutheran Church

Grief and Loss Gathering
It will be a time to come together,
share, and support each other with a
loss we are experiencing in our life.
Perhaps the loss is the death of a loved
one - the loss of a job - the move to a
new location – the loss of a dream – the
loss of a pet – the loss of a relationship.
Join us.
The Bereavement Ministry Team
If you have any questions, please
contact Barb Barthel 262-691-0711

RiverWalk for Breast Cancer
Saturday, May 7, 2016, 10:00 am
Frame Park, Waukesha

The 20th annual RiverWalk for Breast Cancer
will be held at Frame Park in Waukesha on
Saturday, May 7, 2016. Galilee once again is
forming a team to support this event. This is a
great way for people of all ages to participate in
a worthwhile community event. Early bird
registration fee is $25 (until March 14). Please
Note: save $5.00 by registering online! Contact
Nonye or Roger Weiland for entry forms or
more information, 262-691-3091 or
reweiland@hotmail.com. There is also a sign
up sheet in the church narthex.
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Stewardship
Stewards of God’s Love

DOWN

DOWN, IN, and OUT:
LOVING GOD AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR

OUT

OUT

The practice of Stewardship invites us to look in
three different directions:
DOWN, IN and OUT.
We begin by looking at how God has come DOWN to us. We then
look IN to discover all that God has entrusted to our care.
We end by looking OUT to understand the needs of our neighbors.
While these three actions many not always happen in this order, the
practice of stewardship always invites all three.
DOWN
Stewardship begins at creation, where God first comes DOWN to
us. In the first chapter of Genesis, God forms humankind in God’s
own image and commands them: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.” (Genesis 1:28)
A steward is someone who cares for someone else’s property. From
the beginning, humanity is not an owner, but a steward of what God
has created. We are first receivers, not givers!

IN

God’s love comes DOWN to us in Jesus Christ. To quote John 3:16, “For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish, but may have
eternal life.”
God loved us so much that God sent Jesus to die for us to bring us salvation and new life. God also
comes DOWN to us in the sacrament of baptism. In baptism, we are claimed as children of God. We
belong to God and all that we have belongs to God. We are bearers of God’s love, grace, and
gospel. Stewardship begins with God coming DOWN to us in love and sharing some of what is
God’s with us. We are a church that belongs to Christ, and there is a place for all here.

Galilee Health & Wellness
On Thursday, March 3, our gathering will focus on
ongoing health concerns. We meet from 10:00 – 11:00 am
in Fellowship Hall in the lower level at Galilee. For those
who are interested, we have a stretch/low impact exercise group that meets at 9:15 am that helps
us get ready for our day. These are always exercises you can do at home as well.
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Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2016
President ~ John Ruf
Vice President ~ Theresa Opie
Secretary ~ Naomi Ackley
Members-at-large ~ Doug Dehler &
Janet Praeger
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Open
Equipping
Worship ~ Sally Ruf
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson,
Administration ~ Bill Rudolph, Ken Klitzke, &
Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday
Lenten Meals, 2016
Galilee provides Lenten “simple
suppers” on the Wednesday
evenings of Lent. The meals are served at
6:00 pm and end just before the 7:00 pm
worship service. A different Galilee Ministry
team will host the weekly meal:
March 2: Men’s Bible Study
March 9: Women’s Bible Study
March 16: Choir and Bells
Thanks to all of you who generously give of
yourself and your time. God’s blessings to you,
Bev Coshun (262-820-2633).
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson
Seth Peikert

Lutherdale Visit
On Sunday, March 13th, Lutherdale representatives will be at Galilee all
morning.
Lutherdale is our local outdoor ministry center, offering retreats and summer
camps for all ages, bus trips, conference facilities, adventure courses, annual
quilt auction, and much more.
Come to church on March 13th to hear about this great resource, get more information, and
register for summer camps.
You can also learn more about Lutherdale and register for their activities at lutherdale.org.
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The Readings

Winter Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Ed at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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March 6

March 20

Joshua 5:9-12

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 32

Psalm 31:9-16

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Philippians 2:5-11

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Luke 22:14-23:56

March 13

March 27

Isaiah 43:16-21

Acts 10:34-43

Psalm 126

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Philippians 3:4b-14

1 Corinthians 15:19-26

John 12:1-8

Luke 24:1-12

