The Galilean Newsletter, December, 2015
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
December already?
I seem to hear a lot of people commenting this way about how fast the year
has seemed to have passed. It hardly seems possible that we are already
entering into December. Maybe that feeling is an indication of how busy we
have been.
Indeed, this has been a busy year at Galilee – busy and wonderful! So many ministry opportunities
have continued to take place among us. We have made a positive difference in so many peoples’
lives. But we could not do this without you, or as effectively without you. So, please receive our
expression of gratitude to all of you who have generously given of your selves -- your energy, your
time, your creativity, your talents and abilities, your compassion, and your finances. All of that shows
your commitment in seeing to it that Christ’s ministry here at Galilee is strong and engaging.
We are now preparing for Christmas. But the “Season of Advent” reminds us that even more than for
Christmas we need to have our hearts and minds and lives prepared and ready for the Day of
Christ’s return. Actually, His “2nd Coming” is the primary intention of the Advent Season. But should
He not appear as the Scriptures promise during these four weeks of Advent, we will encourage one
another by remembering His first arrival as that child humbly born in Bethlehem.
In that way, even though December marks the ending of the calendar year, this month offers us
something “new” -- a time to have Christ born anew into the center of our lives. We have been busy,
and sometimes that busyness displaces Jesus from where He deserves to be in our lives. December
gives us a festival to help us change that focus. So, amidst all the added busyness that the holiday
season brings with it, take the time to be again centered in Christ. He truly is the gift that our lives
need today and always!
Yours in partnership,

Pastor Jay

End-of-the Year Giving
Thank you to everyone who has given so generously this year to provide for Christ’s Mission &
Ministry through Galilee Lutheran Church! We are hoping to end the year on a very strong note, and
so encourage you to be a part of that by making sure your offerings and contributions are received
by December 27. Again, thank you so very much for your financial partnership!
Special Congregational Meeting and the Proposed 2016 Budget meeting– December 13
We welcome all Galilee members to attend the Special Congregational meeting on December 13 to
meet with the Director of Christian Life candidate, Doug Krekling. We will also have a presentation
of the Proposed 2016 Budget for Mission and Ministry. These meeting will begin at 9:15 am during
the Education Hour.
No Sunday School Classes on December 27 or January 3
Classes will resume on Sunday, January 10.
No “Text Study” on December 23 or December 30
The Wednesday morning Text Study will not meet the last two weeks of December. We look forward
to having you be a part of this study where we look at the upcoming weekend Readings for worship.
The study meets for one hour beginning at 9:30am in “the Gathering Place” at Galilee. Take part as
your schedule allows! You are always welcome!
Coordinator Ministry Reports for the 2015 Annual Report
It's that time of the year again; getting prepared for the 2015 Annual Report. Very soon, the form will
be sent by e-mail to all coordinator to complete and return to galilee@galileelc.org. Thursday,
December 17 (or sooner) is the deadline this year.
Women’s Advent Party – Monday, December 7th
6:00 pm
Join us for a great evening of fellowship, music, and what all good Lutheran events
have - food! We gather to sing our favorite Advent and Christmas hymns as we
share in this time of expectant waiting. 2015 secret prayer pals are revealed and if you’d like,
you can chose a new one for 2016.
This is a celebration for all women of Galilee. It’s a good opportunity to meet some of our new
members and reconnect with old friends. Just bring an appetizer or your favorite dessert. Beverages are provided.
As in prior years, items will be collected for the Women’s Center. A list of needed items can be
found in your mailbox and on the tables in the narthex. Please bring these items unwrapped.
If you need a ride, please contact Eileen Hintze at 542-8787. We have many who would be
more than happy to pick you up.
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Stewardship Message
THANK YOU!
BECAUSE OF YOU WE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
What a wonderful blessing to work with a congregation who shares not only their time and talents,
but also their treasures. This year at Galilee we are overwhelmed with the financial response from
each and everyone of you. We celebrate the abundance that God has entrusted to you as
individuals and as a congregation.
The following is a report from the financial response this Fall of our pledged giving for the 2016
budget:
Cards returned:
General:
Mortgage:
TOTAL:

130
$314,423
$63,433
$377,856

The total last year for 2015 budget:
Cards returned:
141
General :
$302,736
Mortgage:
$64,910
Mission:
$1,680
TOTAL
$369,326
If you would still like to turn your pledge card in, please mail or bring to the church office.
Thank you to all who have pledged this year, to those who give without pledging, and to those
members who volunteer their time here at Galilee. And thank you to all the members of the
congregation for being a part of a very blessed Galilee family.
GALILEE LIFE: BE IN IT!
- Susan Keller

Go-Getters Ministry

Health and Wellness

Go-Getters December
Christmas Celebration!

Health & Wellness visit to Oconomowoc
Dec. 17, 10:15 - 12:00 noon

Thursday, December 10 at 11:30 am with
Worship Service and Christmas Carols. Lunch
will be catered by the 5 O’Clock Club. Cost will
be $10.00 each; $11.00 w/ tip. Please bring
Christmas cookies for dessert.

Galilee Health & Wellness Ministry will visit
Hickory View Commons, 211 Concord Rd. in
Oconomowoc in conjunction with Interfaith
Senior Programs to visit with residents and
share holiday cheer. All are welcome to this
event!
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
Our next meeting will be
on Tuesday, December
8th at the home of Kathy
Akers, W261 N2620
Deer Haven Drive in
Pewaukee.
The meeting will be from 1pm - 3 pm. Kathy is
Ann Dee Austin’s neighbor to the south.

The staff at
Galilee Lutheran Church
wish you all a very blessed
Christmas Season!

We will discuss the blessing of the newly
completed shawl and plans for future projects.
All are welcome to come to the meeting and
discover what is new with our group. Please
note: parking in Kathy’s driveway is okay or on
the street since the Pewaukee police will be
notified of the meeting.
Any questions, please call Mary Benrud at 414640-2211 or Kathy Akers at 262-691-1014.

Thank You from St. Paul’s
November 7, 2015
Dear Members of Galilee,
On behalf of the members of St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church, thank
you for the following generous
contributions from your church that have been
used to support our Outreach Ministry in
Milwaukee:
2014
2015

$1,622.22
$916.00

St Paul’s remains committed to ministering to
our neighbors in our urban community. We give
thanks for your partnership and support over the
years. This partnership has been a blessing to
the community.
The St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council
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Galilee Book Club
Galilee Book Club will meet
Monday, Dec. 28 at 7 pm for
our annual sharing of
Christmas stories, books,
memories and leftover
Christmas treats. And hot
cider to sip. Everyone is
invited. Come meet our group
and enjoy the
camaraderie. We meet in the
Gathering Place. We hope to see
you then!

Are you receiving Galilee’s weekly e-mailed
Newsletter?
Sign up for it from our website at:

Galileelc.org

Sunday School News
Please join us on December 20th for the Sunday School Christmas
Program to be held during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service. It is entitled,
“Chain Reaction” and will include children, youth and young people in the
presentation. We hope you will be there.
Our November and December Outreach Project will be the collection of
mittens, hats and scarves for our Galilee Mitten Tree and the benefit of our
Urban Sister Congregation, St. Paul’s in Milwaukee.
Thank you to all who participated in our Cross+Multi-Generational Education Event on October 25th
as we made a beautiful handprint banner taken by the El Salvador Delegation travelling in
November. There were individual handprint cards prepared as well and included their photograph.
A great event and super gifts for the members of our Sister Parish Congregation, Los Martires.
Following are some things you may wish to consider as we prepare our hearts and those of your
family for the Christmas Season:
Share special prayers of thanks for the Birth of Jesus
Read about the Birth of Jesus from the Bible and discuss this spiritual event
Share your favorite Christmas Carols and sing them
Continue or start a Christmas tradition
Reflect on Advent and talk about peace, love, hope and joy
Just step back and celebrate the Birth of Jesus
Reach out to others
Jesus is God’s gift of love to us. A promise to His people
All involved in the Sunday School education at Galilee wish you and your family a very Blessed and
Beautiful Christmas.
- Barb Barthel

Galilee Sunday School Christmas Pageant
“Chain Reaction”
December 20, during the10:45 am worship service
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Galilee Youth and Families
Galilee Youth and Family Meet Ups
Galilee Youth and Family Ministry is looking for
ways to connect youth, parents, and families at
Galilee to grow a strong faith community for our
youngest members and their families. We are
in search of activities and volunteers to help us
provide these opportunities to our families.
GYF would love you to join us and connect with
families, but we are also hoping you might feel
called to volunteer to lead one (or more!) family
activity this year. We will work with you to put
teams together to lighten the load. It would be
great to get as many families involved as
possible to share their gifts.

Thanks for your consideration and prayers. If
you have questions, please contact Heather
Evans at heaththe@gmail.com or
262.844.8664. God Bless!

El Salvador Ministry

Food Pantry News
Galilee’s collection for the
Pewaukee Food Pantry is
always the first full
weekend of each
month. The next Food
Pantry weekend will be
Saturday, December 5
and Sunday, December
6.
The pantry is in need of snacks, cereal, and
personal items. I know it is hard to give potato
chips or pretzels to the food pantry but these
are items that cannot be purchased with "food
cards".
This holiday season in the United States, 3 out
of 5 families are one paycheck away from
needing help from their local pantry. We will be
collecting all non-perishable food items before
all services. If shopping is not easy for you,
cash or checks made out to the Pewaukee
Food Pantry are welcome.
Thank you for all the blessings you give year
round!
- Janet Praeger

We will again be providing Backpacks for the
children in our Sister Parish community of
Mons. Romero. The gifts include the
backpacks, school supplies and socks for the
children who will be starting their new school
term in January of 2016. We continue to use
the portion of the Noisy Offering contributions
allocated for El Salvador. If you would like to
make an additional contribution for the
backpacks, we welcome your monetary
donation. Place your contribution in an
envelope and mark it El Salvador Backpacks
and it will be included in the funds directed to
them. The backpacks will then be purchased in
El Salvador and distributed to the children. It is
a wonderful gift that we can make to the
children and important as they engage in their
27 minute walk to school.

Connecting Ministries have
reserved the Pinewoods
group campsite in the Kettle Moraine State
Forest near Ottawa Lake SP for June 24-26,
2016. This event is for families, couples, and
singles; everyone at Galilee. We hope that you
will be able to attend this all-church event! More
information to follow as the date becomes
closer.

We thank you for your consideration.

- Jeff Dohlby
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Save the Date!
Family Camping Event

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2015
President ~ John Ruf
Vice President ~ Theresa Opie
Secretary ~ Naomi Ackley
Members-at-large ~ Doug Dehler &
Janet Praeger
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Open
Equipping
Worship ~ Sally Ruf
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson,
Administration ~ Bill Rudolph, Ken Klitzke, &
Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Barb Barthel,
Carole Brinkman, & Jeff Dohlby
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Dec. 06

Nancy Rice

Dec. 13

Open

Dec. 20

Darryl & Carol Gust

Dec. 27

Penny Williams

To make a donation of flowers for the altar,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2016 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift!
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson
Seth Peikert

Request form the Pewaukee Food Pantry
Again this year, Galilee has been asked to provide $20 gift cards for the teens
who are Food Pantry clients. If you would like to donate a card there will be a
manila envelope for the cards in my mailbox (Sharon Vitek). Suggestions for
cards: Walmart, food coupons, movie passes, Kohls. Thanks in advance for
your generosity. Still more. Many of the Food Pantry adults, that do not have children, do not
receive gifts so for the last few years we have provided a table with slightly used Christmas
treasures. It's surprising how much joy and thought goes into choosing a Christmas surprise from
that table. As you are going through your Christmas decorations and find some you wonder why you
still have them, please bring them to Galilee. There will be a basket in the library for Christmas
treasures.
Natalie Schmitt and Sharon Vitek are Galilee’s representatives for the Interchurch Lay Council. We
will be happy to answer any question you may have about ILC.
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The Readings

Fall Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Ed at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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December 6

December 20

Malachi 3:1-4

Micah 5:2-5a

Luke 1:68-79

Luke 1:46b-55

Philippians 1:3-11

Hebrews 10:5-10

Luke 3:1-6

Luke 1:39-45

December 13

December 27

Zephaniah 3:14-20

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Isaiah 12:2-6

Psalm 148

Philippians 4:4-7

Colossians 3:12-17

Luke 3:7-18

Luke 2:41-52

