The Galilean Newsletter, September, 2015
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
Summer Gives Way to September Normalcy
Most all of us look forward to summertime, and to having a different kind of
schedule for our lives, and being able to enjoy the outdoors more, and
maybe take some vacation and do some travel. For students summer
usually means having a break from classes for a while. Many people flock to
the lakes, or take in one or more of the local festivals. But, alas, those summer days are ending now,
and are giving way to the more normal routines that a lot of us have for most of the rest of the year.
The return to such routines can actually bring a sense of comfort, even if being a bit sad at seeing
the days of summer end. For Galilee, we find ourselves comfortably reactivating such things as our
Christian Education programs this month as well as our worship choir and handbell ringers (see the
calendar for rehearsal dates and times… and new participants are always welcome!). We are
looking forward to seeing new folks participating in worship and Sunday School in addition to the
familiar faces returning.
September also always offers the opportunity to bring some renewed normalcy to one’s spiritual life.
Getting back into the habit and discipline of worship and prayer, study and service brings enrichment
to our spiritual lives. “Galilee Life: Be In It!” continues to be our theme for this year, and Galilee
offers so many different ways for a person to participate and utilize one’s God given gifts, interests,
and abilities to build up Christ’s body in the world. Take note of many of those opportunities in this
month’s newsletter, and utilize this time to bring back that needed normalcy for yourself.
Before too long the temperatures will begin falling, and the leaves on the trees will begin changing.
Soon we will begin planning for Thanksgiving and Christmas and commenting to one another
wondering where the year has gone. But before we get too far ahead of ourselves, let us take this
time and this month to notice who we are and where we are today. Let us give thanks to the Lord for
the gift of life and for the opportunities that summer has brought us. Then let us welcome and
embrace this new gift of September and in it the encounters with the Lord that await us.
Welcome back!

Pastor Jay

Update on Our Director of Christian Life Search
This month finds us continuing our search for our “Director of Christian Life.” Over the last few
months we have had six candidates who initially inquired about the position but removed themselves
from consideration for various personal reasons. Currently we are in contact with four new
candidates, and are optimistic about finding the right person as we move ahead. Your continuing
prayerful support is very much appreciated, already praying for the person who will join us in ministry
here as well as praying for our Search Team in its work. We will continue to update you as the
search progresses.
Interested in “Membership” at Galilee?
Pastor Jay is currently forming our next “New Member” group, and we plan to officially receive this
group in the fall. For more information, or to indicate your interest, please contact Pastor Jay or the
church office. We look forward to your being a part of “Galilee Life!”
Spiritual Formation Groups – “Be in” one
A Galilee “spiritual formation group” is a small group of persons (optimally 8),
who initially meet together to follow a nine-session workbook that introduces
participants to six traditional expressions of Christian spirituality. Along the
way participants are introduced to, and practice using, various exercises and
suggestions that have been time-tested for enhancing and living out the faith
we share.
Each group determines the best days and times and places to meet together, and sets up its own
rhythm of meeting that best fits the participants of that group. New groups are being formed this
month. For more information, and to indicate your interest, please contact Pastor Jay or the Church
Office. Remember, spirituality isn’t about what you think or feel; it’s about what you do.
Confirmation Classes begin
We welcome new and returning students to our Confirmation Program this month! Typically this
program is for 7th, 8th, and 9th graders although ours might better be thought of as a “2-year” program
where the Bible is taught in an every-other-year “Old Testament” and “New Testament” format.
Martin Luther’s Small Catechism is covered in different ways during both years.
Orientation Meeting – Sunday, September 13 at 6:30pm (for both new & returning students, parents,
and mentors)
Sunday Morning Classes (9:30am) – begin September 20, meeting in the lower level “Youth Room.”
“Confirmation Sunday” (for those completing the program) will take place at the 10:30 am service on
October 25.
Thank you to our VBS Staff!
Again we would like to express our thanks to our Vacation Bible School staff and
volunteers that enabled us to share with a great group of kids the message of God’s
Love – loving the Lord “with all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our
strength, and with all our mind… and our neighbor as our self.”
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VBS volunteers included: Barb Barthel, Doug Dehler, Mary Dehler, Lynne Diefenbach,
Shelly Dohlby, Mango Htoo, Adam Immel, Susan Keller, Emma Keziah, Ley Kler, Dennis Olsen,
Susan Olsen, Tom Osterfield, Gail Osterfield, Beth Prins, Maddie Raschka, Anne Riegert, Elle
Riegert, Sara Schroeder, Andrea Smith, Sharon Vitek, Cindy Wadd, and Pastor Jay.
A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU goes out to Alyssa Olson who was our catalyst and coordinator for
the week, putting in a lot of time to research and organizing this very important and meaningful
summer program. Thank you, Alyssa!
ELCA “Day of Service” – Sunday, September 27
Plan to be a part of the 3rd Annual Day of Service “God’s Work. Our
Hands” event where ELCA congregations plan a special service event for
something in their own community. This year Galilee’s selected date for
this event will be September 27 (no Packer game conflict!), meeting first
for a simple lunch at church together, and then traveling out to our site.
For those who have or pre-ordered their yellow “God’s Work. Our Hands” t-shirts, please wear them.
(We may have a few extras available.). Sign up at church to be part of this ministry event!
Have We Got Your Picture?
Have we got your picture in our pictorial directory yet? If not, please send a digital picture to the
church office (galilee@galileelc.org).
How to Access Our Pictorial Directory
There are now four ways that you can have access to the Galilee Pictorial Directory:
1. On your smartphone, download the app “Instant Church Directory” and follow the prompts.
2. Online from your computer, go to “instantchurchdirectory.com” and follow the prompts.
3. From our webpage (www.galileelc.org), see the “Membership Directory” button on the front page.
Please call the office for the new password.
4. Request a paper copy from the church office.
Please note that we must have your current email address in our system in order for your online
connection to work. If you have any problems or questions, please call the church office.
Be sure to contact the church office with any changes to your contact information.
Have you Joined Galilee’s Email List?
Help us stay in communication with you by joining Galilee’s Email List. This can be done easily by
going on the website (www.galileelc.org) and clicking on the “Join Galilee’s Email List” button.
By your doing this, we will be able to coordinate news and notifications to you and shorten our
“Calling Tree” calling list for our volunteers. Thank you!
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Spotlight on Volunteering
Meals on Wheels in Pewaukee is desperately looking for volunteers to help
deliver meals to homebound people in this area. Although this is a volunteer
position, it is extremely rewarding because you know that you are helping
someone who is less fortunate than you. It is in keeping with our Christian
teachings.
The job takes no more than 2-1/2 hours of your time in the late morning. You
may choose whether you want to deliver one day a week, or more. Some
people deliver only one day monthly, but a regular schedule of 2 or 3 days
each week is preferable. Your mileage is reimbursed monthly, all you need to do is keep a record
(using your trip odometer) and submit monthly. To learn more, call Mary Bahr at River Hills Nursing
Home, 262-691-2300. You will never regret that you volunteered, and the days and hours are up to
you! Thank You!
- Penny Williams

Upcoming Events with Go-Getters
Thursday, September 10
Our meal will be provided by the Praegers in honor of
Diane’s birthday. We will have entertainment by Tom
Stanfield, a local singer and musician.
Tuesday, October 6
We will have a meal and see the Christian Concert at the Fireside Theatre in Fort Atkinson. If you
have any questions, Please call Judy Corlett at 262-372-4109.
Thursday, October 8
This will be our “regular” potluck lunch and meeting, followed by cards and fellowship.
Thursday, November 12
Again, we will have our “regular” potluck lunch and meeting, followed by cards and fellowship.
Dessert will be provide by the Preagers in honor of their anniversary.
We hope you will be able to attend all these events!
- Arlene Beaudoin

Beginning September 20
Sunday Morning Worship @ 8 am & 10:30 am
Christian Education 9:15 am
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Galilee Sunday School
Sunday, September 20th
What a great day!
Sunday School Resumes and classes begin!
Please meet in the Sanctuary at 9:15 am for songs with Pastor Jay
and then proceed to our classes


All returning teachers



Returning students and some new students joining us



Curriculum in place for each class setting



.
The Education calendar is made up and includes three Cross Generational times throughout the
2015-2016 year for members of all ages to come together in fellowship.



The Sunday School Christmas Program will take place on December 20 th during the Second
service at 10:45 am.



There will be registration forms in the Narthex and during the Rally Day festivities



Pre 3 through 6th Grades; Confirmation Class; High School Class, and Adult Forums

We are so excited and enthused about Sunday School again this year and are blessed to have such
devoted and committed Sunday School teachers, Shepherds and Staff participating in the Christian
Education of the children of Galilee Lutheran Church. To all of these individuals we say a big “Thank
You”.
If you have friends, neighbors or family members that are not presently attending Sunday School,
please invite them to come to Galilee and be part of our Sunday School Program.
We can always use more people to share their gifts and abilities. If you are interested in being part
of the Sunday School Program as a Co-Teacher, a Co-Shepherd or help with special projects or
activities, please let her know.
We ask for your support and prayers for our staff, the children and the Program throughout the year.
When many come together – Great things happen.
Barb Barthel, Sunday School
262-691-0711
barb@galileelc.org
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Galilee Life: Be In it!

Fun Events in September!

Recently, we’ve heard our fellow Galileans explain why they find involvement in “Galilee Life” so
fulfilling. We encourage you to consider the value of your commitment to Galilee, and to continue
looking for opportunities to grow.
At the end of August, we will be distributing a newly designed Time and Talent survey. The new
survey will more clearly list the many areas of ministry within Galilee, and identify opportunities for
you and your family to participate.
On Friday, September 11, starting at 6 pm, we will have a Fish Fry at the Delafield Brewhaus. This
is always a well-attended event, suitable for all ages. We welcome you to come and enjoy dinner. A
sign-up sheet is posted near the church library.
On Sunday, September 13, we will hold our annual “Rally Day.” This is a fun day, designed to
encourage renewed commitment. We are trying some new things this year (including a Pig Roast!),
and hope that you join us. Feel free to bring your friends. The following are the details:
Rally Day Activites on September 13th
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

Worship
Family Scavenger Hunt and Kid’s Carnival
Pig Roast and Picnic (sign up for side dishes in the narthex)

Finally, in September we will begin our annual financial support campaign. You should receive
pledge cards in mid-September, and we ask that you return them by October 18.
We look forward to seeing you!
Susan Keller
Barb Barthel
Joanie Bohlmann
Kim Kiser
Doug Dehler
Pastor Jay

“Galilee Life: Be In It!”
In what ways are you participating in “Galilee Life”?
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El Salvador Delegation
November Delegation
to El Salvador
We have some items and
gifts we will be taking for our friends at Los
Martires, our Sister Congregation in El
Salvador. Do you have a suitcase that you will
no longer need to help us out in carrying these
with us?
We will not be bringing the suitcase back. Let
me know if you can help us out.
Barb Barthel
262-691-0711
barb@galileelc.org
Looking ahead – Save the Date
Thursday, November 19th, 2015

HOPE Center Thanksgiving Dinner
and Auction
Country Springs Hotel
210 Golf Road, Pewaukee.
Cocktails and Silent Auction at 5 pm
Dinner and Live Auction at 7 pm
We would again like to have Galilee tables for
this event. This is a wonderful outreach
opportunity and an enjoyable evening. It is a
time to come together with the many members
of the faith community that support the HOPE
CENTER and the services they provide to those
in need.
We will have more details and sign-up sheets
available in the future, but for now save the
date. We hope you will be able to attend.
- Partnership Ministry
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Galilee Grief & Loss
Grief and Loss Support Group Gathering
Tuesday, September 22th - 6:30 p.m.
at Galilee Lutheran Church
Please join us as we listen and share ways to
support and comfort each other through the loss
process, even though our losses may be
different. This Gathering may include death or
any loss that affects us emotionally or
physically.
We are in communion with one another to help
and serve each other. We listen, share, comfort
and support each other through the loss
process. We care for each other, understand
and pray for support, healing and strength in our
lives. Your faith and insight may have a
profound impact on our journey of healing.
All are welcome. Feel free to invite a friend or
relative to join you. If you know of someone
who might benefit from this Grief and Loss
Gathering please invite them to join us.
Mary Mauer, Barb Barthel and Members of the
Galilee Bereavement Ministry. If you have any
questions, contact Barb Barthel, 262-691-0711
Just a Reminder:
Health and Wellness Gathering
Thursday, September 3rd
10:00-11:00 am
Galilee’s Health & Wellness Ministry will have
Shirley Allison, former Galilee Parish Nurse and
another representative from Interfaith
Caregiving Network in Waukesha County to tell
us about the services offered by the
organization and the opportunities that are
available for all of us to volunteer. Mark your
calendars and come hear a wonderful
presentation.
Fellowship Hall in the lower level
All are welcome – bring a friend!

St. Pauls’ Outreach ~ Moving in a New Direction!
Jesus says to us at the end of Matthew’s
gospel, “Then the king will say to those at his
right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited
me.’ (Matthew 25.34-36)
Since June 2001, in urban - suburban partnership with St. Paul’s in Milwaukee, Galilee has walked
in ministry with St. Paul’s helping to feed and clothe St. Paul’s neighbors. This has given us the
opportunity to meet and eat with, listen to and learn from them. It has become clear to us that there
is a great need for clothing in the neighborhood. This need stems from many places, among which
are:







children like to keep growing
lack of laundry facilities in apartments and buildings
cost of laundromats
lack of cars to take clothes to laundromats
lack of cars to transport clothing and household items when people move (which lower
income people often have to do for various reasons)
not enough income to cover rent, food, medications, and household items.

St. Paul’s Board of Outreach has noticed that there is more interest and need for the clothing
ministry than activities for children and meals. Therefore, it has been decided to end St. Paul’s
Community Night with its meal and programing. Community Night is being replaced by a 2 nd night
of Kim’s Closet/Two Tunics. Starting in October, the clothing ministry will take place on the 1 st and
3rd Wednesday of every month from 6 – 7:30pm.
While we are no longer serving a meal, this is still a great opportunity to meet the neighbors. We
will offer snacks (baked goods), coffee, and juice. People have to wait in the Fellowship Hall for
their number to be called for them to “shop” in the Two Tunics closet.
If you have some free time, please join us for this important opportunity to serve the Lord; if you
would like to bake some cookies or bars or a healthy option, or if you have gently used clothing,
bedding, blankets, etc., please contact Deb Kohler (debrakohler@yahoo.com or 262-844-6155).
Hats & Mittens will be distributed in December through Kim’s Closet.
The changes described above will begin in October. Community Night will occur on August 19 &
September 16, from 6-7:30pm. Please consider joining us!
- Deb Kohler
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Milwaukee Area
College Fair Fest Event

Greater Milwaukee
Synodical Women’s Org.

August 23, beginning at 6 pm

Synodical Women’s Organization 28th
Annual Convention

This event will be located at:
Lake Country Lutheran High School
401 Campus Drive, Hartland, WI
Admission representatives will be present with
a meet-and-greet followed by a panel
discussion. Financial Aid strategies will also be
discussed. The Fair will be held from 7:30 9pm (hors d'oeuvres and beverages will be
served).
For more information please see the link below:
http://lutherancolleges.org/college-fairs/
calendar/milwaukee-wi-area-event/

Galilee Book Club
Galilee Book Club will
meet Monday,
September 28 at 7:00pm
in the Gathering Place.
We will be discussing "A
Land More Kind Than
Home" by Wiley Cash.
Deep in the mountains of
North Carolina an
autistic child is
smothered during a
healing service. His younger, brother, Jess
secretly observes the event. The body is
removed. No one within the charismatic church
will talk to authorities. There is also a snakehandling preacher involved. An interesting look
into the workings of a strict fundamentalist
sect. Join us to see how justice is carried
out. All are welcome.
- Sharon Vitek

Saturday, October 3, 2015
Registration Opens at 7:30 am
Opening Worship at 8:30 am
Norway Lutheran Church
6321 Heg Park Road
Wind Lake, WI 53185
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Dann & Tracey Stadler
This local couple will tell their story of ONE
HORRIFIC CRASH … ONE IMPOSSIBLE
RESCUE … TWO LIVES FOREVER
CHANGED. There was no way Dann and
Tracey could avoid the drunk driver speeding
toward them. Moments later, with Tracey
trapped in their burning car, a lone figure walked
out of the nearby woods and saved her from
certain death. Seconds later, he was gone. But
the disappearance of this stranger was not the
end of God’s tangible intervention in their
lives. Join us to hear the rest of this incredible
story.
Register today … $50 through Monday,
August 17, 2015
Registrar: Jan Fox … e-mail jcnfx@aol.com

Are you receiving Galilee’s weekly e-mailed
Newsletter?
Sign up for it from our website at:

Galileelc.org
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Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2015
President ~ John Ruf
Vice President ~ Theresa Opie
Secretary ~ Naomi Ackley
Members-at-large ~ Doug Dehler &
Janet Praeger
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Open
Equipping
Worship ~ Sally Ruf
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson,
Administration ~ Bill Rudolph, Ken Klitzke, &
Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Barb Barthel,
Carole Brinkman, & Jeff Dohlby
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer
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Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Sept. 06 John & Carol Puestow
Sept. 13 Ken & Bev Coshun
Sept. 20 Open
Sept. 27 Mel & Diane Praeger
To make a donation of flowers for the altar,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2015 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift!
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson
Seth Peikert

OUTREACH FOR HOPE

8 Annual Family Bike Ride
Saturday, Sept. 12, 2015, St. Bruno Parish, Dousman
ww.ofhbikeride.com
It’s not too late to participate! Here are 4 ways:
1. Register - For the first 300 Registrations, co-sponsors Brennan’s Market and Pavement Consulting,
LLC will donate $10 per registration to Outreach for Hope. Be one of the first 300 riders to help generate
$3,000 for Outreach for Hope! Online registration closes on Sept. 10th – Walk-up’s are welcome.
2. Ride - Enjoy biking with family and friends of all ages on roads or trails in the beautiful Kettle Moraine.
3. Raise Funds - Sponsor a Rider - For every online donation to riders' web pages, an anonymous donor
will contribute another $10 to Outreach for Hope. The more sponsors for more riders, the more support
for Outreach for Hope ministries. Make a Donation - And respond to the challenge of those donors who
have already committed $50,000 toward this year's goal of raising $120,000.
4. Volunteer - There are over 100 positions available. (See Volunteer Registration). Galilee’s contact person is
Jeff Dohlby, 414-234-9620.
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The Readings
Sept. 06

Sept. 20

Isaiah 35:4-7a

Jeremiah 11:18-20

Psalm 146

Psalm 54

James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

Fall Worship Schedule (beginning Sept 20)
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Ed at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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Mark 7:24-37

Mark 9:30-37

Sept. 13

Sept. 27

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

Psalm 116:1-9

Psalm 19;7-14

James 3:1-12

James 5:13-20

Mark 8:27-38

Mark 9:38-50

