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Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
By now many of you know some of my challenges growing up, especially
with the loss of my parents by the age of 10 – losing my father because of
his stroke, and losing my mother due to cancer. My two sisters and younger
brother and I were then taken in by my mother’s brother and his wife, and
we lived with them in San Diego until I went away to college.
This last month in a sermon I chose to disclose some additional information about the household we
lived in with my aunt and uncle. It was an abusive household – physically, emotionally, and sexually.
My brother and I were both sexually abused – he by our uncle and me by our aunt. For years my
brother and I harbored those experiences alone in silence, fear, and shame; and like many victims of
abuse felt a sense of responsibility that really wasn’t ours to own. Liberation from that came only
later with some very good and helpful therapy.
I chose to share this information with you -- as I have about my dealing with alcohol addiction -because I know that I am not the only one who has had such experiences and challenges. Such
things happen even in church families. As all of this was going on in our household, we were still in
church every single Sunday. From all outward appearances, no one would have suspected that such
abuse was going on.
So, I know the loneliness that such experiences can create. And by sharing this information I hope to
be a resource, and encourage others who might be harboring their own secrets and pain that need
some healing, too. I offer myself to you if I can be of any help. I wish I had had someone like that to
go to myself.
I mention this all again in this newsletter on the off chance that you may not have been in church
that weekend. I still want you to know about it. Sharing the secret is actually very liberating, and is a
step in the healing process. But primarily this is meant for you, or for anyone you might know, who
might benefit knowing that there is a pastor at Galilee with some experience, understanding, and
compassion who might be helpful to you. May healing continue, and may we be there in support of
one another.

Pastor Jay

Galilee Church Directory at Your Fingertips
Taking advantage of the technology we have today, Galilee Lutheran Church has a new Church
Pictorial Directory system that can be accessed by your smartphone, your tablet, or your computer.
Here’s how it works:
From your smartphone or tablet, go to your “App Store” and download “Instant Church Directory.”
Or on your computer go to: www.instantchurchdirectory.com and click on the box on the
upper right side for “church member sign in.”
Follow the prompts asking for your email address.
[NOTE: it must be the email address that Galilee has for you, so contact Galilee if we do not have
your current email address in our system.]
You will be emailed a “password” to use to complete your sign in. Voila! You now have an
updated Galilee Church Directory.
Your picture can be updated (any time!) by emailing a digital pic to the Church Office.
Need some help with that? During the month of June we will have someone available after church
services to take your picture, if you would like.
Be sure to also update the Church Office of any changes in your contact information.
Paper-printed copies of the directory can be requested from the Church Office.
Summer Community Night at Galilee!
This year, we will have our first Community Night on Thursday, June 18th from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
Invite a friend and join us for a night of fellowship. All ages are welcome! More information to follow.
Thank you, again, Sunday School Ministry!
Our heartfelt thanks again goes out to all of you who helped with our Sunday School Ministry this
year! From our youngest ages to adult, we have been blessed with this opportunity to learn more
about God’s loves and grace, and to grow in our faith and life. Thank you to the coordination
provided by Barb Barthel and Christine Shander, all our Teachers and Shepherds, and of course all
of our Students and the support of their Parents! Thank you, one and all! We are already looking
forward to, and planning for the fall! See you then!
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Congratulations to Graduates & Families!
Recognizing graduations this spring:
From Pewaukee High School (and college planning to attend):
Jason Berg -- Iowa State University
Kyle Dethloff -- UW Platteville
Maggie Papka -- California Polytechnic State University
Morgan Wallenfang -- UW Oshkosh
College & Post-degree achievements:
Dana Christopherson - UW Stout, graphic design
Mary Calhoun - UW Madison, Dr. of Veterinary Medicine
Paige Rudolph - UW LaCrosse, BA, therapeutic recreation & recreation management
We give God thanks for the opportunities given for such learning, and pray the Lord's blessing and
guidance in this next chapter of your lives! Congratulations! Please let us know if we have missed
anyone, and we will mention them in next month’s newsletter.

Our “Calling Tree” & You
Having good communication is always an important element of
congregational life. It also is very challenging in a larger congregation as
ours (over 600 members), as this information is frequently changing.
Please make sure that the Church Office has your correct contact
information!
One vehicle of our communication is through our “Calling Tree.” About 30 members have
volunteered to serve as our “callers.” Please welcome their contact when they call, and please
respond to them if information is asked for in the call.
Another vehicle of communication is through our “Email List.” You can help us by signing up from
our Church webpage, and click on “Join Our Email List.” Actually, the more people we can have sign
up will enable us to pair down our calling list to a more manageable size. That is our goal right now.
Help us meet our goal to stay in good communication with each other. Thank you!
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New Orleans, LA Mission Trip, February 2015
This was the first mission trip for Carole and me, so we did not know
what to expect. Our charter bus left St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in
Waukesha at noon on February 7th with 52 passengers. The 17 hour
drive was better than expected. We stopped every few hours to eat
meals, stretch, and pick up snacks for the trip.
Camp Restore reminded me of Girl Scout camp, except the food was
better! There were male and female dormitories of bunk beds, a large
dining room that had been the sanctuary of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, and facilities to wash
and play after a hard day’s work. We met many like-minded people and enjoyed the commaradery.
Carole and I made many friends during the week.
My team was sent to a church that had been swindled out of $3,000 by a contractor who said he
needed the money to finish the job. Six of us arrived at the site of Christian Unity Baptist Church and
met Dr. Kevin Stephens. He showed us around and explained that the church's 25th anniversary
was in March and he was hoping that the work could be completed in the 4-1/2 days we would be
there. The open air garage beneath the church needed paint for pillars, white walls, and parking
lines. He showed us the flood line where the water had risen 8 feet during Hurricane Katrina.
Luckily the church was above the parking garage so it did not sustain a lot of water damage even
though part of the roof had blown off during the storm. It had originally been a bowling alley and
then a roller rink. You could see remnants of both once you knew what you were looking at. The
contractor had built a wall with windows on top of the cement block half wall left from the roller rink.
There were 17 windows that had just been tacked up and unfinished.
While 4 members of the team worked on the garage and the entrance wall, Kurt and I started
working on framing the windows. We had serious doubts about getting this completed by the end of
the week. Two members of the congregation came to help and the facility manager, Lucius, made
sure we had paint and lumber to get the job done. We made some trips to Home Depot with the gift
cards that had been donated by our group for other needed supplies.
During the week we had been told some of the stories of Katrina. Pastor Webster's home had been
completely flooded so his family moved to San Francisco where his wife's family was located. For 3
years he commuted to New Orleans!
We were also told by a member that some people left and never came back. As we drove to and
from the work site, we could view boarded up houses. We could also see signs of recovery. Pastor
Gary remarked that there were less roofs with blue tarps than years before. One day the bus driver
took us through the "Brad Pitt" neighborhood; so named because he donated 5.2 million dollars to
build it. The structures were very modern and unique for the city.
As the week went on, people who completed their work at other sites
joined ours to try to get the upstairs ready for the anniversary. Walls and
trim were painted along with a final coat on the window frames. We
accomplished all that Pastors Stephens and Webster had hoped. They
were very happy with the work and our group felt a sense of
accomplishment to help those in need.
- Mary Winter
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New Orleans, LA Mission Trip in February, 2015 (continued)
As Mary Winter described above, this was also my first mission trip. I had passed the announcement
on the bulletin board numerous times, but never felt I was "the kind of person who could help with
such a project." After passing again, I felt compelled to sign up. Not knowing what to expect, Mary
and I attended an informational session and decided to be brave and do this.
My project team on Monday consisted of 11 people with varying degrees of expertise. I think I was
the most inexperienced in the line of construction. We headed to the home of Mr. Johnny Jackson, a
67 year old resident with many health conditions. Mr. Jackson's home had been covered by 10 feet
of water at the height of Hurricane Katrina after the levies broke in the Lower 9th Ward. He and
his son-in-law have been working the last ten years to fully recondition his home with the hope of
having his wife and family "return home" after living in Houston. Our plan was to reconstruct the walls
for his living room, kitchen, bedroom and bath. After watching a young husband and wife team, Jon
and Heather, working on measuring and sawing lumber, I was asked, "Would you like to fasten the
walls together?" I had never done anything like this before and was a bit hesitant, but said "sure,
what do I do?" After a brief orientation, I became the nailer of the walls. What an experience to use a
power nailer! We quickly began an assembly line of measuring, cutting and fastening -- and pretty
soon we'd have a wall built and installed.
I worked at Mr. Jackson's home all week. During that time, our crew dwindled down to a final 5 on
Friday. We ended up constructing all the needed walls, removed iron gates from three entry doors
and installed new doors, painted and washed windows, and cleaned up his yard.
I am so glad I braved my fears and inexperience to take on this new challenge. I hope if this
opportunity comes again, you'll consider joining us for the next mission trip.
By Carole Brinkman

2015 NOLA Participants from Greater Milwaukee Synod
Mary and Carole,
Thanks for representing Galilee in NOLA!
Well done, good and faithful ones!
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Connecting Ministries Team Report
Thanks to: The Knutson family for organizing a fun Bunco night with an indoor Tailgate
supper.
The winners were: Sally Rudolph, Mary Winter, Fayth Rudolph, Vi Tremaine & Eli Rudolph
Thanks to: Darryl & Carol Gust for organizing another delicious Fish Fry at Bullwinkle’s!

UPCOMING EVENTS
CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday, June 14th from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Nettesheim Park in Pewaukee
Everyone is invited! Please join us for some church family fun.
The picnic is a potluck; sign up on the board in the narthex. There are picnic “ideas” listed to help
you decide what to bring. Hot dogs, burgers, veggie/vegan burgers and brats will be provided and a
free will offering will be available to help offset that cost.
Bring a ball, Frisbee, jump rope, volleyball, ladder game or anything for outdoor fun.
If you have questions, comments, or are willing to help, please contact Ellen Piotrowski at
ellen.m.piotrowski@gmail.com or 262-548-3290 or Jody Wille at 262-538-0734
FAMILY CAMPING
Save Friday July 17 for an overnight campout for families, couples, singles – everyone!!
Friday 5:00 supper through Saturday evening
Please see the separate announcement for this event on the following page.
th

HELP NEEDED!
We are looking for someone to organize a late summer/early fall golf outing. Mike Bohlmann
and Bill Rudolph have planned it for many years and would like to give someone else the
opportunity. Many thanks Mike & Bill!
We are also looking for someone who would like to organize a fish fry or Bunco event in
summer or early fall.
Let us know what you would like to do. Many people have helped this ministry area by planning one
event & many, many people have enjoyed them. Thank you all for making Connecting Ministries as
successful as it is.
Dianna Bednar: 262-691-1393 and Sally Rudolph: 262-255-4274
Co-coordinators, Connecting Ministry Team
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Family Camping in the beautiful
Kettle Moraine!

Galilee invites you to go camping and be
outside on Friday evening, July 17th through
Saturday July 18th. We will be just 30 minutes
south of Pewaukee in Kettle Moraine’s Ottawa
Lake Campground. Meet at 5pm for setup and
a potluck dinner followed by games, campfire,
s’mores and laughter. Saturday will bring early
morning coffee with hikes, fishing, kayaking,
swimming and entertainment galore until late
afternoon. If you can join us for the whole time
or any part of the outdoor frenzy; we welcome
you and any friends!
For those camping overnight, the sites do not
have electricity but they can accommodate
tents, pop-up campers or RVs. A WI state park
pass is required and can be purchased for $7 at
the entrance gate for each vehicle you bring into
the park. Many items will be available for
community sharing but feel free to bring lawn
chairs, yard games, musical instruments, bikes,
boats, fishing gear, flashlights, binoculars, pets
and ball gloves. Further logistics and planning
will be done with those who sign up; see the
sign up sheet across from the library.

Lutherdale Open House
Sunday, June 7th, 2015

Lutherdale invites new and past campers to a
kick off to the summer season at our Open
House! A Pancake breakfast will be served from
9 am to 12 pm. Come and meet the 2015 Staff!
The Camp Activities Open from 12 am to 2 pm:










Waterfront activities
Ga Ga Ball
Slip and Slide
Farm Animals
Climbing Tower
Camp Tours
Nine Square in the Air
Camp Store
Camp Style Worship Service

We hope to see you there!
If you are interested in attending or registering
for any camping sessions for the 2015 season,
please take a brochure on the CYF bulletin
board in the church lobby.

The event will happen rain or shine. Contact
Jeff Dohlby at 414.234.9620 for any questions.
Safari Vacation Bible School
August 10-14, 5:30 –7:30 pm
Safari Vacation Bible School at Galilee will be August 10-14, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.
Children age three through those entering sixth grade in the fall are invited to this
week of exploration. Registration sheets are available on the CYF board in the main church
entryway.
Anyone too old to be a VBS participant can join in the fun by volunteering, as many volunteers
are needed throughout the summer for VBS to run smoothly. Job descriptions and a sign up
sheet are located on the CYF board.
Alyssa Olson, the Children, Youth, and Families ministry coordinator, can be reached at
alyssamo89@gmail.com and will be happy to answer any questions about VBS or volunteering.
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Thank You from Sunday School!
On behalf of the Sunday School Teachers and Staff we give a big Thank
You to Galilee for the Appreciation Brunch on May 17th. Through the
generous contribution of food items by many, this was a delicious event.
It is always such fun to get together in fellowship and the Galilee
community.
We wish you a pleasant summer, look forward to seeing all the children
at VBS in August and the return of Sunday School in the Fall.
Blessings,
Barb Barthel,
Galilee Sunday School
Sunday School Earth Day Celebration
When the children and adults gathered for our Cross+Generational time on Earth
Day, we had an opportunity to plant our seeds and prayers in the cups that will be
given to some in our Congregation and community. We also had an opportunity
to participate in a Care for Creation Pledge. There were several pledges that
were already stated such as I will: Be careful about what I throw away, I won’t
take too much food on my plate and throw most of it out, I won’t let the water run
and run, I won’t leave the lights on when I’m not in the room, I will be careful not to
waste, I will recycle, I will reuse. The following are all the suggestions that the groups added to
their Pledge:
I WILL:
Be thankful for my family, save electricity, reuse water, and not use lawn chemicals.
Reduce, or use less, plant flowers, ride my bike more. Use one paper towel, use regular plates
rather than paper, share vegetables from our garden, close the refrigerator door quickly, use metal
silverware, eat a plant based diet, use a reusable bag when shopping, group my errands to less
driving, and buy an energy efficient car.
Other pledges included: do not flush my leftovers down the toilet, clean up my campsite after
camping. Plant seeds, do not kill plants, keep water clean, do not pollute, do not pick too many
flowers, care for animals, give hope, help others, pick up litter, help plants to grow, and let nature
be.
Respect my parents, reduce waste, care for plants, not cut down trees, help stop the population of
garbage, try not to use too much hot water, make sure all my plants will get lots of water, try to save
paper, reuse, recycle, shred for compost, try to pick up garbage off the ponds, lakes, and grass,
and throw my garbage in the right garbage cans.
Read through these and see how are you doing. What can you add to your personal Pledge?
Barb Barthel,
Galilee Sunday School
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Caregiver Support Group
Dementia Caregiver
Monthly Support Group
Thursday, June 11, 1:30 to 3:00 pm
Kirkland Crossing, Pewaukee
Open to All
Harry Boehler will be sharing his personal
journey and the insights he has gained as a
caregiver for his wife. The presentation will be
followed by group sharing and support for one
another.
Upcoming dates and topics:
July 9, video about dementia and caregiving
August 6, (**first Thursday) video and
conversation
Our monthly meeting are held in the Assembly
Room at Kirkland Crossing in Pewaukee on the
second Thursday of the month from 1:30 to 3
pm. The meetings are co-facilitated by Harry
Boehler and Chaplain Lisa Schmatzhagen.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Gathering
Celebration Dinner
All are welcome!
We will be gathering at the Olive Garden in
Brookfield on June 10th at 6:30 pm. Our
ministry creates and provides shawls to comfort
those in need during times of illness or stress.
The shawls give people a tangible reminder of
God's loving presence.
Please join us for an evening of fellowship. For
more information please contact Kathy Akers
691-1014, Mary Benrud 567-9141 or Ann Dee
Austin 691-1452
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Galilee Health & Wellness
Galilee Health and Wellness Coffee
hour will meet on June 3, 2015, at
11:00 am following text Study.
This month, our guest will be Chris Groth who
will lead a discussion about over-the-counter
pain medications and how they effect our bodies
and organs .
PLEASE NOTE THE DAY CHANGE FOR THIS
EVENT!
- Nancy Rice

Galilee Book Club
Galilee Book Club will meet
Monday, June 22 at 7:00
pm in the Gathering Place to
discuss North of the Tension
Line by J.F. Riordan. For this
book we head up to Door
County!
Fiona Campbell has moved to Ephraim,
Wisconsin to enjoy a more relaxed lifestyle. She
enjoys the hustle and bustle of Ephraim during
the summer season. She also finds solace on
Washington Island, but for the life of her cannot
figure out why anyone would live there in the
bleak winter.
But on a bet she finds herself, a bottle of scotch,
and "Meditations" by Marcus Aurelias on the
island for the winter.
Join us as we discuss her choices and
resilience. There is always room for another
insight.
- Sharon Vitek

Ministry Staff Schedules

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2015
President ~ John Ruf
Vice President ~ Theresa Opie
Secretary ~ Naomi Ackley
Members-at-large ~ Doug Dehler &
Janet Praeger
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach & Gail Osterfield
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Dianna Bednar & Sally Rudolph
Equipping
Worship ~ Sally Ruf
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson,
Andrea Smith
Administration ~ Bill Rudolph
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Barb Barthel,
Carole Brinkman, and Jeff Dohlby
Compassion Care ~ Susan Knutson & Sarah Spencer

Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
June 07 Diana Conway
June 14 John & Sue Schroeder
June 21 Craig & Bev Piotrowski
June 28 Dick & Arlene Winkelman
To make a donation of flowers for the altar,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2015 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift!

Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson
Seth Peikert

Sign Up Now . . . Support Outreach for Hope . . . Share the Fun

8th Annual Family Bike Ride
Saturday, Sept. 12, 2015
St. Bruno Parish, Dousman
Now is the time to get your bike out of storage, put air in the tires, check the chain, take a few
rides, and get your legs in shape for the Outreach for Hope Family Bike Ride. There is
something for everyone to support the churches of the Greater Milwaukee Synod doing ministry in
the very heart of low income communities in Southeast Wisconsin. Join in the fun as together we
Pedal to Push Down Poverty.
Registration is now open. For information and to register visit the website at www.ofhbikeride.com
All ages and abilities are welcome. Galilee’s contact person is Jeff Dohlby, 414-234-9620.
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The Readings

Summer Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 9:00 am
Holy Communion is served at both services
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June 07

June 21

Genesis 3:8-15

Job 38:1-11

Psalm 130

Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

2 Corinthians 6:1-13

Mark 3:20-35

Mark 4:35-41

June 14

June 28

Ezekiel 17:22-24

Lamentations 3:22-33

Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15

Psalm 30

2 Corinthians 5:6-17

2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Mark 4:26-34

Mark 5:21-43

