The Galilean Newsletter, November, 2016
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
A Month In Which to be Thankful
Given the national holiday that is a part of this month for us, November
always arrives with the message that we ought to be “thankful.” This year,
given the state of things, it might be that for a lot of us it will be enough just
to be thankful that the presidential campaigns will finally be over! Over will
be the political advertisements that we just can’t seem to get away from.
Over will be the sharp rhetoric and accusatory finger pointing. Over will be
the grandiose promises as whoever is elected must deal with the reality and the challenges of
needing to figure out how to govern with a whole host of other elected people who come with their
own biases, perspectives, influences, and opinions.
While the overt campaigning that we have all been subjected to will have to take a break for a while,
the truth is that the divisiveness that again surfaced through this campaigning will in all likelihood
continue. There are those who will probably feel a lessening of the symptoms of what some have
termed “election stress disorder.” There are those who have “de-friended” certain people from their
social networks, or have quit social networks entirely, because of political postings, who now will
have to reevaluate such decisions. There are those who will now begin to feel the ramifications for
the things that they have said or not said, the things they have done or not done, and the positions
and choices that they have made.
In the midst of all of this, I have found myself repeatedly praying, “Good Lord, have mercy on us!”
Then I find myself each weekend gathered into a community around Word and Sacrament – into a
place of Promises placed upon water, bread and cup. This gathering is intended to be a place of
healing and renewal. This tangible experience of washing, word, and table meal is meant to remind
me of who I am with you in Christ. And all of that is incredibly good news for me because I know that
often I come as one among many who though incredibly blessed squanders that state of blessing
when it is used to do anything but be actively compassionate and concerned for the wellbeing of all
others.
Finding myself “in Christ” is the gift of such gatherings. Realizing ourselves already brought together
in the one body of the One who gave His whole self for us – in spite of ourselves and our inclination
to divisiveness – is a work of sheer grace by God. Each week this is meant to be the starting place
for us. And, because of that, the starting place for us is always one of thanksgiving. No wonder the
early Christians referred to this worship and meal as “The Eucharist” (which is the Greek word in the
Bible meaning “thanksgiving”).
Yes, the national holiday invites us to be reflective and mindful of those things for which we ought to
be thankful. But for those who find themselves in Christ, this isn’t the focus for just a month. This is
the focus of our lifetime.
In thanksgiving,
Pastor Jay

November Events at Galilee
Daylight Saving Time – “fall back” November 6
Please remember to turn your clocks back an hour on November 6. But should you forget, the coffee
will be one and available for those who come for the 8am service. Or you will be just in time to
participate in the Christian Education hour! See you then!
As Days Darken, The Church gathers in “Unfailing Light”
With the annual time change, our experience of darkening days only
increases at this time of year. But in the comfort of Christ whom the
darkness cannot overcome (John 1:5) our Saturday 5pm service will
utilize again the beautiful liturgy of “Unfailing Light.” Utilize these
Saturday evening opportunities to gather in the power of Jesus, and to
speak “the Light of Christ” into the midst of our world’s growing
darkness. “Christ, be our light!”
Thanksgiving Eve Service – 7pm
Should you be in town, on November 23rd beginning at 7pm, we offer you this opportunity to gather
together at Galilee and be a part of “The Great Thanksgiving” at the table of the Lord . With the
beauty of harvest song, we will bring our thanks and praise for the abundance of the Lord’s providing
– especially of Jesus Himself.
Before the cooking, before the parades, before the games, we will take this time to pause in
mindfulness and reflection honoring the One who promises us even more.
If you could also bring a pie of your liking, we will finish our time enjoying conversation and dessert
with one another.
Whether home or away, may you be safe and well as you give thanks to the Lord.
The Church Year – One Ending but Another just Beginning!
Our current Liturgical Year comes to an end on November 20 th and does so with the Festival of
“Christ the King.” We have recounted the life and ministry of Jesus – this year as narrated by the
Gospel of St. Luke. As we await His promised Return, we culminate our study and reflection by
affirming Jesus Christ as the ultimate authority in and over our lives and all of creation.
It is on the note of Jesus’ promised Return that each Liturgical Year both begins and ends. And
should Christ not return by November 27, we will begin the Church Year anew – this time by retelling
the story of Jesus through the narrative of St. Mark’s Gospel.
Unlike the other gospel narratives, St. Mark wastes no time in getting to the heart of the matter. He
doesn’t start at the beginning of creation (as does St. John); nor does he say anything about the
beginning of Jesus’ life (as do St. Matthew and St. Luke). Mark is in a hurry to get to “the good news”
that we come to know only through the ministry of Jesus, beginning with His baptism.
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The Church Year always begins with the Season of Advent. “Advent” is a word that means “coming”
or “arrival.” But let’s not be fooled by all the Christmas themes that also appear at this time of year.
We are not waiting for the birth of Jesus. Instead, we await His return. Remember, it is for that
reason that His birth really matters. Be ready for that! That is the clarion call of Advent.
“Galilee Fest” Thank you!
To all of you who provided food and entertainment, activities and games,
and to all of you who took advantage of this opportunity to mingle and
nurture relationships and be that much more aware of and involved in the
Lord’s ministry here at Galilee, we give a big “THANK YOU!” We have
something great here to build upon! Thanks again!

"God's Work. Our Hands."
ELCA "Day of Service" at Galilee
Sunday, October 2

Many Galileans participated in this fall's "Day of Service", both in lunch preparation and clearing
brush in areas along the Pewaukee River. Thank you to all who participated in this annual event!
(Not pictured: Andrea Smith, and Doug Krekling - hidden in the background).
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October Highlights

Sunday School
“Join us for our Sunday School Opening
Worship.
Come on in and sing along”
We hope you have heard us during that time
and would love to see what is going on. You are
welcome to stop in and sing along with us. It is
a fun time.

Baptism of Braelyn Ann Plesh on October 9

Don Fredrick speaks about his “Galilee Life”
experience on October 15.

A huge thank you to parents for having your
children celebrate and learn with us each
Sunday morning. It is so very important to have
them here each week to be part of the Christian
Education. We begin at 9:15 am in the
Sanctuary. We are so blessed to have such a
terrific group of students, teachers and
supportive staff.
In October our Outreach Project was “Lunch
Box Snacks” to benefit the Pewaukee Food
Pantry guests. Thanks to the children and
families for the huge number of items we
received. We continue with our Outreach in
November with the collection of mittens, hats
and scarves for our Urban Partner, St Paul’s in
Milwaukee. We will be able to warm many cold
hands in the upcoming Winter weather.
We began practicing for our Sunday School
Christmas program “…Let There Be Light!” to
take place during the Second Worship Service
on December 18th. This will again include
children of all ages as well as some adults. We
hope you will join us at that Service.
We welcome your thoughts, comments and
suggestions as we continue to build our Sunday
School Program. Your input is so very important
in this ministry at Galilee.

Deacon Doug Krekling preaching on “Faith
Formation for Life” on October 16.
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Blessings,
Barb Barthel
Sunday School

November Faith Formation for Life
God’s Chisel - Faith Formation For Life
7th-12 Grade Students
Sunday, November 20, 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Some people think it can be quite painful when God chisels or chips away
the hardened areas in our heart and in our lives…“Ouch!”
But no, God created each one of us in his image of love. But because of our
sinful, self-centered nature, we accumulate hardened crust around our heart
and around ourselves. We disparately try to protect ourselves from hurt,
pain, shame, guilt …or whatever. Trust God’s perfect love to help more
clearly reveal who he has created you to be.
The master Renaissance painter and sculptor Michelangelo looked at every large block of marble
this way;
“In every block of marble I see a statue as plain as though it stood before
me, shaped and perfect in attitude and in action. I have only to hew
away the rough walls that imprison the lovely apparition to reveal it to the
other eyes as mine see it.”
When Michelangelo looked at a piece of marble, he saw the statue already inside the marble. Then
he just had to chip away anything that wasn’t the statue so we could see what he saw. He was not
worried about chiseling the wrong thing. He knew exactly what to do.
The love of Jesus Christ knows exactly what to do too! Just trust him!
See you Sunday afternoon.
†Blessings and †Peace,
Doug
Douglas Krekling
Director of Christian Life
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November Faith Formation for Life

Faith Formation For Life
THANKFUL
Candle Tealight Time for this season of Thanksgiving

Imagine if everyone had glasses that focus on the good, the positive, and the blessings that each
person brings to each other.
These glasses will not let you dwell on a person’s weaknesses, faults, failures or unattractive
qualities.
• How will these glasses shape your relationships?
• How will these glasses change you?
• How does a person learn to be thankful for each person?
Create a Tealight Circle Prayer At Your Table

Place a LED Tealight candle in front of yourself.
Illuminate it as you say, “Dear God, I (we) are thankful for (name the person).”
Now is the time for everyone to name all that you are thankful for about this person. Include all
their characteristics, strengths, gifts, attributes, traits and talents.
After a couple of minutes, illuminate another candle. Repeat the prayer for each person you think
of…
“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” – I
Thessalonians 5:18 NRSV
Sit quietly for a few moments and enjoy the light in the presence of God.
Then, send the prayer to the person you just prayed for…
†Blessings and †Thankfulness,
Doug
Director of Christian Life
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Prayer Ministry
God’s Word promises:
John 15:7 “If you abide in Me and my Words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish and it will be done for you.”
Psalm 48:14 “That this is God, our God forever and ever; He will be our
guide forever.”
Matthew 11:28-29 “Come to me all you that are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me for I am gentle
and humble in heart and you will find rest for your souls. For yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
James 1:5 “If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly
and it will be given to you.”
This is just a partial list of God’s promises to us. Each day is like a precious jewel, to take care of
and enjoy. Prayer requests give you a chance to have a talk to God about people who need help or
guidance. When we reach up to God, He reaches down to us.
Each day is a day unto itself. How we get through each day is prayer. Leaning on the Lord during
the tough times. God loves us, we are His most precious and treasured possessions. In good or
bad days, He walks beside us. Why not lean on His strength to get through each day.
Jesus knew where His support came from and He often spent time in prayer. You know where your
support comes from, pray at all times. Continue to lay your requests before God, but also remember
to thank Him for the many blessings you have received.
When my children were small they gave me a lot of dandelions. To them it was a precious flower to
give to their mom to show their love. God wants to show His love to you, prayer is fluid and you can
talk to Him about your day, stressful, hectic or wonderfully blessed. When you give Him your
appreciation for your blessings and all the beautiful things that have happened to you, you open the
door to receive His responses, so He can show you how much He cares for you.
- Gloriann Gagliano

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 175th Anniversary Celebration
On September 25, 2016, our urban partner St.
Paul's Lutheran Church in Milwaukee celebrated
175 years "Rooted in the City for Good". Several
members from Galilee attend the morning worship
service followed by the luncheon at the Tripoli
Shrine Center in Milwaukee.
Pictured in front is: John Ruf
Pictured in back are: Deb Kohler, Pastor Jay Ford,
Bishop Paul Erickson, Sally Ruf, St. Paul’s Board
President Mark Voelz, and Lisa Krekling
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Thank You!

Galilee Book Club
On the lighter side this
time, Galilee Book Club will
be reading "One plus One"
by JoJo Moyes. Jess, a
single mom with a bullied
teenage son and a 10 yr
old math wiz daughter,
looks for a way to get her
daughter from her home in
England to a math
competition in Scotland.
She doesn't have
transportation-enter Ed, technology millionaire,
that may be facing charges on various levels.
Ed needs to get away for awhile and a road trip
is born. Add a very large dog and the
adventure begins. Join us for an entertaining
discussion. We meet Monday, Nov. 28 at 7:00
pm in the Gathering Place. Copies of the book
are available at local libraries.

Dear Galileans,
I’m sending a word of
thanks for all the kind
prayers for a speedy
recovery and get well cards that have been
sent my way during my recent recuperation.
I am looking forward to being released by my
doctor in the next couple of weeks, and even
though I’ll have some limits, at least I will be
able to see my Galilee friends again!
Thanks again for all your love and prayers.
Sincerely,
Penny Williams

- Sharon Vitek

Women’s Advent Party
Annual Women’s
Advent Party

A special Thank You to Tom O’Malley for
constructing and delivering the new picnic table
for Galilee’s outside use!

Save the date!
This year’s event will be held on Monday,
December 5, at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall. It
is an evening of fellowship and fun for all the
women of Galilee. We gather to sing our
favorite Advent and Christmas hymns as we
share in this time of expectant waiting. It’s a
time of sharing good food, fellowship, and our
2016 secret prayer pals are revealed. We look
forward to seeing all of you there!
- Mary Stauber
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Have you subscribed to the
Galilee weekly E-news?

By subscribing to the weekly E-news, you can
stay informed about all the latest Galilee
activities, updates, and other important
information.
Simply go to Galileelc.org and click on the
“Join Galilee’s Email list” on the front page.

November Adult & Family Christian Education
November 6 - Retirement: Happily Retired or Just Tired!!
LET’S DISCUSS





When can I retire?
What is important to me?
How much income do I need?
Where does that income come from?

Facilitated by Don Hintze
Consultive Retirement Planning from a †Christian Perspective
November 13 - The Columbarium Committee will make a presentation at the November 13 Adult &
High School Christian Education session. This topic will include a summary of the committee's
process to date, future construction plans, an explanation of the project's costs and fees, and the
guidelines that will be used to administer the operation of Galilee's Columbarium.

2017 Mission Trip to Baton Rouge, Louisiana
We're glad to announce an adult mission trip to Baton Rouge,
Louisiana in March of 2017, sponsored by St. Luke's Waukesha, Dr.
Martin Luther Oconomowoc, and Atonement Muskego. The date of the
trip is March 25 (Sat. morning) to April 1 (Saturday evening). We're
working with Camp Restore and will be staying in a church with
bunkbeds. We'll have room for 50 adults on this trip. We'll have an
organizational meeting on December 6 at 6:30 pm at St. Luke’s in
Waukesha. In the meantime we invite you to take a look at your calendar and check your availability.
We expect this trip to fill up, so registration will be first come, first served.
Who:

Any adult, 18 year and older

What: Camp Restore Adult Mission
When: Sat. March 25 to Sat. April 1, 2017
Where: Baton Rouge, Louisiana
How:

Traveling in 15 passenger vans.

Cost:

About $450.00 per person (financial assistance available)

Why:

The opportunity to be God's hands and feet to those hurt by a recent flood that damaged
40,000 homes; the opportunity to be in fellowship with some incredible people from
Southeastern Wisconsin; the opportunity to travel to a region with a culture very different
from your own; the opportunity to have a lot of fun!

If you are interested, please contact one of the organizers of this event: Dave Dringenburg,
dave@at-onechurch.org or Donald French, d-French@sbcglobal.net.
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Thoughts on Healing Prayer
Galilee offers the ministry of healing prayer at all services on the first
full weekend of each month. This is the Lord’s ministry of love and
grace for His people and it is carried out by trained lay ministers during
the distribution of communion. Healing prayer ministers believe in the
power of intercessory prayer. When individuals come forward for
prayer, the lay ministers act as a conduit of God’s love, grace and
healing power through anointing with oil and the laying on of hands.
It’s important to note that healing prayer ministers do not heal people. All healing comes from God
who wants His people to be whole (well) in mind, body, and spirit, and in their relationships.
A training session for members interested in joining the healing prayer ministry team will be held on
Saturday, January 14, 2017 from 9:30-11:00 am at Galilee. Current team members are also invited
to attend for mutual encouragement and to receive new information. Please register for this training
session to assure that there will be enough materials for all attendees.
Register by e-mailing Krista Olia at theolias@sbcglobal.net or by putting a written note in my
Galilee mailbox.
- Krista Olia

Lutheran World Relief –THANK YOU!
The School Kits help others to continue their education in spite of hardships they often face.
The Baby Care Kits provides a start for young families.
Mission Quilts thanks to the Cover Girls for their generous gifts of time and energy twice a month
making quilts for those living in poverty.
Personal Care Kits Natural disasters strike or political conflict flares, people have to leave their
belongings and flee. .
This year Galilee provided 76 quilts; 11 baby care kits; 10 personal kits; and 32 school kits to this
year’s annual appeal. There are so many people who have made contributions of needed items for
the various kits. The Cover Girls have worked hard in preparing and sewing the quilts.
Thanks to all of you!
- Gloriann Gagliano
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Ministry Staff Schedules

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2016
President ~ John Ruf
Vice President ~ Theresa Opie
Secretary ~ Naomi Ackley
Members-at-large ~ Doug Dehler & Janet Praeger
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson
Administration ~ Bill Rudolph, Ken Klitzke, &
Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Nov. 06

Chris & Patty Rudolph

Nov. 13

Mel & Diane Praeger

Nov. 20

Colleen & Randy Larson

Nov. 27

Open

To make a donation of flowers for the altar,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2016 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift!
If you have any questions, please call the
church office at 262-691-2380. Thank you for
your contributions!
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson
Seth Peikert

Grief and Loss Support Group
Tuesday, November 22nd at 6:30 pm (monthly meeting)
at Galilee Lutheran Church
As we approach Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the New Year it can be a difficult time
for those who have experienced a loss. It will be a time to come together, share, support
each other and prepare our hearts for the upcoming Holiday Season. This Gathering is
not limited to the loss of a loved one but includes any loss that affects us emotionally or
physically.
All are welcome. Feel free to invite a friend or relative to join you.
Barb Barthel and Members of the Galilee Bereavement Ministry
Call me with any questions, Barb Barthel 262-691-0711
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The Readings

Fall Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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November 6

November 20

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18

Jeremiah 23:1-6

Psalm 149

Psalm 46

Ephesians 1:11-23

Colossians 1:11-20

Luke 6:20-31

Luke 23:33-43

November 13

November 27

Malachi 4:1-2a

Isaiah 2:1-5

Psalm 98

Psalm 122

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Romans 13:11-14

Luke 21:5-19

Matthew 24:36-44

