The Galilean Newsletter, March, 2015
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
The March of the Lenten Season
On February 2nd the groundhog predicted six more weeks of winter. Ugh.
Actually, it wasn’t the groundhog, but people who look to the groundhog for
such wisdom and insight. Is that really very smart?
Although this winter for us in Wisconsin has been less harsh than last year’s, still the thought of the
continuing cold does not elicit much joy in us. Just when we thought we would escape the sub-zero
blasts of last year they have shown up. Ugh. But we trudge on, mainly because we don’t have much
of a choice.
At the same time, we are on the Christian journey of Lent. We are now a couple of weeks into this
journey, and maybe at this point – like winter – it may seem like the journey is much too long. The
destination seems much too far away. The cold weather doesn’t help much, either, causing us to
wonder if we really want to venture out into it, even for church. But the gathering together as a
Christian community is important, and especially at this time of year.
We are headed for the week that holds what is central to our Christian faith, and hopefully central in
our lives – the knowledge of the love of God revealed through Jesus Christ crucified and raised.
Unfortunately, that week won’t arrive until early April. Still, each year it is important that we make this
journey so to be renewed in that knowledge and love.
When faced with difficult or challenging times or tasks, it is often a helpful strategy for me to try to
take things one at a time. Lent is often like that for me each year – taking the season and
necessities of life and religious practice one day, one hour, one task at a time. It helps to know that I
don’t do this, or make this journey, alone. You and the global Christian community are there with me.
Being in community is encouraging and empowering.
So, seasonally we are on the way from winter’s death to the promise of new life. At the same time,
we as Christians are again traveling from Ash Wednesday to Easter. This month finds us at Galilee
heading for that new life we know is promised in Christ. As you can, we welcome you as we
continue the march of the Lenten Season together.
Good Lent!
Pastor Jay

Online Ways to Stay Connected with Galilee


Have you visited our website lately(www.GalileeLC.org)? It has been recently updated, and
our thanks to Christine Shander for a lot of that updating. We are currently looking for a
volunteer to help keep it updated, so if you might consider doing that please notify the Church
office.



From the church webpage you can sign up and “Join Galilee’s
Email List.” This is a very helpful way for us to notify you quickly of
important news and information. Click on the link and follow the
directions to join.



Are you on Facebook? Visit “Galilee Lutheran Church” and “Like”
us, and you will then get to see our picture postings of various
aspects of ministry going on here, as well as receive important
news notifications.

Midweek Opportunities for Spiritual Formation in Lent


Morning Prayer
 At home, using “Taking Faith Home” as a resource
 At Galilee, Wednesday mornings at 9am



“Simple Suppers”
 Wednesdays beginning at 6pm
 Good, simple meal; good friendship & conversation



Evening Prayer
 At home, using “Taking Faith Home” as a resource
 At Galilee, Wednesday evenings beginning at 7pm
 “Spiritual Training” – Pastor Jay coaches us in the use of spiritual exercises.
 Holden Evening Prayer guides our worship
 Instrumentalists are always welcome to enhance the leading of that service.
Contact the church office to volunteer.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME – BEGINS SUNDAY, MARCH 8
Prepare to “spring ahead” one hour that day!

Galilee to host “Chrism Mass” on March 24
Once again, Galilee is honored to host a “Chrism Mass” on
Tuesday morning, March 24, beginning at 10:30am. This Holy
Communion service is open to everyone, but holds two special
aspects for professional religious leaders in our Greater Milwaukee Synod: (1) it provides an
opportunity for pastors, interns, and associates in ministry to reaffirm their commitment in such
leadership; and (2) the three oils used in ministry are blessed and made available to religious
leaders to take and use throughout the year.
Once again our “Go Getters” group has offered to help with a simple meal following the service, and
we are very appreciative of that (“Thank you!). The meal will be held in the lower level of the facility.
Please feel welcomed to attend and participate in this very meaningful service.
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Sunday Adult Education Class
We welcome you to the study of “The Gospel of Mark” on Sunday mornings at
9:15am. Larry Price will guide this study in what is our primary Gospel narrative for
2015. Having a good overview of the book will provide you a wonderful
enhancement for your worship experience throughout the year. Even if you can’t
make it every week, come when you can. A study guide is available upon request.
See you in class!

You Can Be Part of our Healing Prayer Ministry
At Galilee, on the first weekend of each month during Holy Communion distribution, we provide an
opportunity for people to be prayed for and anointed with oil as we following the Biblical directive
given in caring for those in need of healing.
Praying for one another, especially when healing is needed; anointing one another with oil as
directed in the New Testament as a sign of being prayed with and for; being a tangible sign of the
Church supporting one another in times of such need; these are all aspects of the “Healing Prayer
Ministry” provided at Galilee.
We would welcome additional people taking the praying and anointing roles in this area of ministry.
A very easy and simple training is provided. You don’t need to feel yourself to be a “spiritual giant” to
do this. All is needed is a willingness to be present with, and compassionate towards, another sister
or brother in Christ. Contact Pastor Jay, or the church office, to find out more about how you can be
a part of this beautiful aspect of Christian ministry.

Galilee’s QR Code
You may have seen this graphic in our bulletins lately, or on the yellow card in the
pew racks. It is called a QR code (an abbreviation for “Quick Response Code”).
This is a picture that smartphones are able to read and interpret that will then direct
that phone to a certain online website. The picture above will take you to a secure
site where an offering or contribution can be made to Galilee Lutheran Church.
This is our response to realizing that with today’s technology people make contributions in ways
other than by check or cash. For those of you who find this means useful please make use of it. A
number of people have done so already. Now you, too, are in the know.

Planning ahead for the 2015 “Day of Service”
For the last two years, the ELCA has encouraged all congregations to
participate in the “Day of Service” campaign where local community
service is graciously done – “God’s Work. Our Hands.” As we plan ahead
for this year, please reserve and mark your calendars now for Sunday,
September 13. More information will be coming to you as we get closer to
that date.
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2015 Youth Gathering
This coming summer, four youth from Galilee will attend the ELCA
National Youth Gathering hosted in Detroit. In November,
representatives from 44 of the 65 synods and the National Youth Core
Leadership Team met in preparation for this experience at the Gathering.
I had the opportunity to be one of two teens representing the Greater
Milwaukee Synod.
Detroit is the most segregated city and metropolitan area in the
United States. Milwaukee is second most segregated metropolitan
area in the U.S.
Over the weekend members of the ELCA church wide office came to share about their jobs and
what the church is doing throughout the country and the world. Due to Detroit’s struggle with
segregation and the city’s poor reputation, we came to hear the untold stories of the city – and in the
end we learned how the struggles with racism and discrimination occur in our cities, too.
The definition of Racism is: discrimination or prejudice based on race. But what really is it? Why do
we discriminate others based on how they look? Why do we need to continue to have check boxes
where people are required to define themselves? Did you know that biologically we aren’t any
different from anyone else? Just think about it. Discrimination goes hand-in-hand with racism, but it
covers even more; it is more universal, as it includes sexuality and gender. Such discrimination
causes gaps within society. This was one of the major learning areas that we experienced about in
Detroit.
Detroit is a very diverse, though segregated, city with a rich culture. The people who live in Detroit
love Detroit; they don’t think about all the awful things that we see in the news. Detroit is a very
welcoming place and throughout my weekend there, many of the people we encountered expressed
their enthusiasm for our return this coming summer.
While many of the things that I participated in were specific to the Summit, others were in
preparation for the upcoming Gathering. One of the people we had the opportunity to meet was
Heidi Hagstrom, the Service Day organizer, who talked about some of the activities that we would
experience. One of the stand-out things she mentioned was that some of the organizations she has
spoken with were skeptical that 30,000 youth would show up. She, however, promised them that
we would. We HAVE to show up. Some of the projects include making sandals from old tires and
creating safe walking paths for children to use to get to school. The large group gatherings are to
take place at Ford Field, the home of the Detroit Lions.
We also had the opportunity to run through the “Proclaim Story” material which will be used for the
synod day program. This is when all the groups from the Greater Milwaukee Synod will get
together, as will all the other individual synods.
This opportunity was an amazing experience. I was very privileged to have had this chance as one
of two youth representatives of our synod. I learned a lot that I hadn’t realized before. A really great
by-product is that whenever I get the chance to share with 100+ Lutheran Youth, potentially lifelong
friendships sprout from it.
-Maggie Papka, High School Senior
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Youth Gathering Information and Fundraisers
We want to say thank you for those who participated in the Shrove Tuesday spaghetti meal
fundraiser for the youth. This month the youth will also host the hot potato bar during the Lenten
Wednesday simple supper (March 11 starting at 6 pm).
These fundraisers will help offset the costs for some of our youth to attend the ELCA Youth
Gathering in Detroit this summer. What is the Gathering? Gathering is a triennial event bringing
ELCA young people together. With about 30,000 registered for Detroit, this type of event is actually
the largest gathering of ELCA Lutheran’s in America.
Galilee has four youth and one adult heading to Detroit for the ELCA Gathering this summer. We
are teaming up with Kingo Lutheran Church in Shorewood to share leaders and transportation.

Children, Youth & Family Events in MARCH
This month we will be celebrating Godly Play’s first anniversary. We invite
you to check out the insert page and pictures about this wonderful
ministry. We also want to say a special thank you to Alyssa Olson who has
served as a Children’s Christian Education intern over the past year. We
have been so blessed to have her as part of the ministry team, sharing her
creativity, helping to establish Godly Play ministry, strengthen Sunday
School, Vacation Bible School, Community Night, and many other children
& family ministry programs. Thank you, Alyssa, for sharing your time and
investing in our community!

MARCH 1 DISCIPLESHIP NIGHT will be a Purim Party for youth in Grades 6-12. We’ll be
hosting youth from St. Paul’s in Milwaukee for a meal, fun treats, noisemakers, story telling and
games. We’ll also be collecting toiletries (toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, soap bars, small
shampoos, feminine products, etc.) to be handed out to those in need in Milwaukee.
March 22 High School Youth Event with Kingo - Details to Come! Galilee and Kingo Lutheran
(in Shorewood) will meet together at Galilee for fun, food and fellowship on Sunday, March 22. This
event is open to high school students. It is very important that the Gathering team participants make
every effort to be here; but you do not have to be a part of the Detroit team to come hang out. Our
meeting time will be announced once our group has reached a consensus.

Galilee youth, along with youth from Kingo
Lutheran in Shorewood, at the Greater Milwaukee
Synod SWAG, held in Sheboygan in late January.
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Connecting Ministries Team
Thanks to Jill Plesh for organizing a fun Bunco night with a Taco bar.
Winners that night were: Don Beaudoin, Sally Rudolph, Sally Ruf, Diane Praeger &
Dianna Bednar.
Thanks also to Kathleen Arndt & Judy Corlett for organizing another delicious Fish
Fry at Delafield Brewhaus on Friday, February 20th. Many, many people enjoyed it !!

UPCOMING EVENTS!!
BUNCO !!
Saturday, March 7th at 6:00 pm
PIZZA will be served!!
Everyone is welcome. Sign up on the sheet across from the library. Pizza will be delivered for this
event, and a free will offering will be taken. If you would like to contribute a dessert, please contact
Carol Gust at 691-2329 or Sharon Vitek at 691-3996.

Church Basement Ladies 5 “The Last (Potluck) Supper”
Saturday, March 28th at 3:00 at the Schauer Arts Center in Hartford
If you would like to carpool please contact Sally Rudolph at 262-255-4274

“Into the Woods”
Sunday June 7, 2:00 at the Skylight Music Theatre
(Pastor Jay & Julie’s daughter, Natalie, will be playing the role of Cinderella)
20 tickets are available at $71.40 each.
See the sign up sheet across from library & pay Sally Rudolph by March 15 th.
Any questions?? Contact Sally Rudolph at 262-255-4274
(You can also go on line to http://tickets.broadwaytheatrecenter.com to order less expensive
individual balcony & side balcony (limited viewing) seats for $57 or $32)
Church Picnic
Date to be announced soon.
Thanks to those who volunteered to plan this!!
Dianna Bednar, 262-691-1393 and Sally Rudolph, 262-255-4274
Co-coordinators – Connecting Ministry Team
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Galilee’s Web Presence
An Update from Christine Shander, CYF Director
Did you know some of our guest families for VBS and
Godly Play have told us they found Galilee through online
searches?
Thinking about the potential outreach to our neighbors, I
have worked with Pastor and Jane to relaunch an updated
version of our website with a new format (adaptive to
phones and computers) and updated content. If there is
something about your ministry that you’d like to see on the
website (pictures or content), please let Christine know.
Website Team Wanted
Maintaining our website presence is an on-going effort. I would like to establish a team to help
maintain the website in the future (perhaps we divide duties for the site so that one person isn’t
responsible for everything?). We work with Wordpress, which takes a little bit of learning, but is rather
user-friendly. If you have skills with Wordpress and/or would like to help with preparing content for the
website. Please contact me at christine@GalileeLC.org
Google Reviews Wanted
We could use your help! For those of you who use google or gmail, would you take a moment to
search “Galilee Lutheran Pewaukee.” Two things should pop up. On the right hand side, you will see
a picture, map and a link to Google reviews. Galilee currently has 2 reviews. I wrote one that is
positive. The other one was written years ago and is negative. To the right of the Google Reviews,
there is a box that says, “Write a Review.” Please click on this and take a moment to write a review. It
might ask you to start a Google+ profile, which basically links the review back to your email address
(and whatever name you have registered to the email address). Updating these reviews are really
important to potential visitors and guests who may be deterred by one rotten review from 2008.
Not sure what to write? Here are some questions for reflection: When did you become part of the
church community here? What made you/your family decide this was a good place for you? What do
you like best about this place?
Also, if any of you are Yelp users (another social review website), two similar negative reviews have
been found on Yelp. To write a review on Yelp is a bit more complicated: a profile with a first name
and the initial of your last name must be created.
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Outreach for Hope
Outreach for Hope
“A Dollar a Day for
Poverty”
Parishioners are asked to observe a Lenten
discipline of giving “A Dollar a Day for Poverty”
during the 40 days of Lent. Offerings received
will support the 19 congregations and ministries
of the Milwaukee Synod which are working to
be the presence of Christ in the poorest
communities of our Synod.
Sign up sheets and daily devotion booklets are
in the Narthex. All contributions should be
returned to Galilee by Easter Sunday, April 5th.
Please make checks payable to Galilee
Lutheran Church with memo indicating
“Outreach for Hope” or
“Dollar A Day for Poverty”
- Barb Barthel

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer Shawls 2015
Our next prayer Shawl
meeting will be in April
(details will follow soon).
Please keep working diligently on your shawls
and we will have them all blessed sometime in
the spring.
This ministry is a special outreach ministry that
creates and gives shawls to those in need of
comfort at times of illness or stress giving them
a tangible reminder of God's presence, care
and love. Please contact Mary Benrud, 262567-9141 with any questions or information that
you may have.
We look forward to seeing you!
- Ann Dee Austin
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Partnership Notes
The Mission of Healing
and Wellness
in El Salvador

Thank you Galilee Sunday School and
Congregation Members for the toothbrushes
donated for the Mission of Healing and
Wellness held in El Salvador in February. We
collected 389 toothbrushes and the Youth
helped us prepare them for transit. Through the
generous donation of funds we were able to
purchase an additional 1091 brushes through a
medical supply company. Galilee, you are
terrific! A total of 1480 toothbrushes from
Galilee to provide patients and their families
who attended the MOH! Pastor Tom and Gail
Osterfield and I participated in the event. There
are wonderful experiences to share so please
ask us about our time there. We would love to
tell you about our days in the Clinics.
- Barb Barthel, El Salvador Ministry

El Salvador Ministry Reminder
March 10th, 2015 at 6:45 pm
Meet at the Gathering Place
“The Past-The Present-The Future”
The El Salvador Ministry Team will meet to
discuss our Sister Parish relationship, the
Delegation that is travelling in November 2015,
the Salvadoran Lutheran Church and other
pertinent information pertaining to our
relationship with El Salvador. We would love to
have you listen about our relationship and share
your thoughts and insights. We hope you will
be able to attend this meeting to hear all about
the future of this ministry.
- Barb Barthel, El Salvador Ministry

Healing Prayer Ministry
Before we even step out of bed to start our daily work cycle, God should
be placed ahead of our day. Pray for guidance, insights into living every
day, for praise and thanksgiving in all the bounteous gifts He has
provided for you. Adoration – we express our love for God through our
prayers.
When our work day is completed, spend some time for your devotions with the family. This is a
great time for everyone to share their ups and downs during the day and to pray about them.
Devotions and prayers of thanks will give us encouragement and comfort, God forgives our sins and
can work through you in countless ways. (James 5:16) “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous
man avails much”.
Taking the time to teach your children to pray for others is another important component. When you
are lifting up your prayers, include the people involved in ministry, the missionaries and their
families, people who are struggling in poverty, and pray that the Word of the Lord can reach others
and bring comfort to those who are hurting and need guidance. God speaks to us through the Bible,
the Word of the Lord. Some prayed for deliverance (Ps. 34:15-22); daily bread (Matt. 6:11); or the
healing of the sick (James 5:14-15).
We are gathered together at church in the name of the Lord; take the time to express your trust and
faith in Him. God is waiting for us to pray (Ephesians 6:18) says that we are to watch and to pray. A
confident prayer life is based on Christ’s work that is shown by prophets and apostles in the Bible.
Fullness of joy (John 16:23-24); strength and knowledge of Christ’s love (Eph. 3:16-19); prayers can
make a difference in your life and in the lives of others.
- Gloriann Gagliano

Dear Congregation of Galilee,
I want you all to know how much your love and support has meant to me over these past years.
I felt the love that was sent along with each and every one of the Christmas cards over the holiday
season.
There are so many of you whom I have known all of my life….and now so many more that I can’t
wait to meet! You have reminded me that a family member is never forgotten, no matter how far
from the path he may have wondered.
Have a wonderful 2015 and my God bless you all!
I hope to see you soon.
Peace and Love,
Tommy Brinkman
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Grief and Loss Support

RiverWalk for Breast Cancer

Tuesday, March 24th at 6:30 pm
at Galilee Lutheran Church

Saturday, May 2, 2015
Frame Park, Waukesha

This will be a time to come together, share, and
support each other with a loss we are
experiencing in our life. Perhaps the loss is the
death of a loved one; the loss of a job; the
move to a new location; the loss of a dream;
the loss of a pet; or the loss of a relationship.
Please join us.
Mary Mauer, Barb Barthel and the
Bereavement Ministry Team
Building Relationships for Social Change
a SOPHIA Training Event

What we do, Why we organize, and How we
organize . . . . .
Saturday, March 7, 2015, 8 am - 12 noon
Registration/ Light Breakfast at 8 am
Training at 8:30
First Congregational UCC
100 East Broadway, Waukesha
Specific topics covered:
Identifying an Issue in the Community,
Building Relationships, Core Teams, Effective
Meetings, One-on-Ones and Accountability
For more information, contact Betty
Groenewold at 414-418-6086 Please RSVP to:
Linda Vincent at admin@sophiawaukesha.org
or 262-521-9185

SAVE THE DATE!
The Annual SOPHIA Prayer Breakfast
April 25, 2015
In the past a number of Galilee members have
attended this Breakfast to hear more about
what has taken place throughout the year in the
organization and to be uplifted in social justice.
More details to follow in the near future.
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The annual RiverWalk for Breast Cancer will be
held at Frame Park in Waukesha on Saturday,
May 2, 2015. Galilee once again is forming a
team to support this event. This is a great way
for people of all ages to participate in a
worthwhile community event. Early bird
registration fee is $20 (until March 23), which
includes a team T-shirt. Please contact Nonye
or Roger Weiland for entry forms or more
information, 262-691-3091 or
reweiland@hotmail.com. There is also a sign up
sheet in the church narthex.

Columbarium Update
There are Issues and
questions surrounding
columbaria being
constructed at various
churches in Wisconsin.
See the article in the Thursday, February 12,
2015 Journal Sentinel. It is not in Galilee’s best
interest to move forward with plans to construct
the columbaria on church property until the
issues raised regarding state regulations are
clarified. We are still in the planning stages of
this project and therefore are in a “better place”
than churches what have begun construction.
The columbarium committee will continue
monitoring the situation.
If you have any questions please contact one of
the committee members; Craig Piotrowski, Gary
Benrud, Ken Coshun, Sue Burgemeister, or
Carol Puestow.

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries~
Christine Shander
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2015
President ~ John Ruf
Vice President ~ Theresa Opie
Secretary ~ Naomi Ackley
Members-at-large ~ Doug Dehler & Janet Praeger
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach & Gail Osterfield
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Dianna Bednar & Sally Rudolph
Equipping
Worship ~ Sally Ruf
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson,
Andrea Smith
Administration ~ Bill Rudolph
Stewardship ~ Open
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Barb Barthel,
Carole Brinkman, and Jeff Dohlby
Compassion Care ~ Susan Knutson & Sarah Spencer

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
March 01 Margo Krumnow
March 08
March 15 Penny Williams
March 22
March 29
To make a donation of flowers for the altar,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2015 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift!

Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson
Seth Peikert

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT GALILEE?
Have you noticed there is a lot going on at Galilee?
 There have been connecting events where members play Bunco and enjoy a
Friday night Fish Fry together.
 Members are sharing their faith and learning in Bible Study, Spiritual
Formation Groups and Text Study.
 Many are using their talents to sing in choir, to teach classes, to keep our gardens beautiful,
while others make coffee or provide treats for fellowship hour.
 There are Galilee members who travel to El Salvador and Tanzania, supporting our partner
congregations while other members support that ministry with monetary donations and/or
donations of personal items.
You may be thinking...what would I like to give or what would I like to receive here at
Galilee? Good question! GALILEE LIFE: BE IN IT!
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The Readings

Winter Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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March 1

March 22

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 22:23-31

Psalm 51:1-12

Romans 4:13-25

Hebrews 5:5-10

Mark 8:31-38

John 12:20-33

March 8

March 29

Exodus 20:1-17

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 19

Psalm 31:9-16

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Philippians 2:5-11

John 2:13-22

Mark 14:1-15:47

March 15
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-7, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

