The Galilean Newsletter, January, 2017
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
Beginning the New Year in the Name of Jesus
Please note that we will have our normally scheduled Saturday service at
5pm on New Year’s Eve, but we will only have just one (1) service on New
Year’s Day at 10:00am.
Liturgically speaking, the first day of the New Year (and in 2017 actually
also the first Sunday of the year!) celebrates the naming of Jesus. In Jewish
tradition, this happens on the eighth day of His life, and occurs as He is circumcised (again, part of
the Jewish covenant tradition). We will revisit that story in our worship services for the first weekend.
What a wonderful opportunity this will give us to begin our New Year by entering into it in the name
of Jesus! From its very beginning, then, we can claim the gift of this new year in the name of Jesus!
At least for us, this new year will have Jesus’ name on it!
I look forward to beginning the New Year with you in this way!
Blessed New Year…in the Name of Jesus!
Pastor Jay
Epiphany – the “I get it, now!” Season of the Church
The Church season of Epiphany is such a great and important season for Christians. Have you ever
had “an epiphany” – a moment when suddenly you had an insight and an understanding that you
didn’t have previously? Something happens, and you suddenly know something in a new way. It’s
kind of like having an “I get it!” moment.
The Church season of Epiphany is just like that. Beginning with remembering Jesus’ own baptism,
and then His recruitment of His first disciples, we will then listen as Jesus becomes a kind of
“second Moses” figure for us. We will listen as Jesus begins His ministry by teaching, but teaching
us but in a new way – His way. Week after week we will hear Him say something like, “You have
heard that it was said…..but I say to you…”
What are these changes that Jesus brings to our understanding of God, and Life, and how we are to
live our lives in the presence of God? These will be important and critical understandings for
Christians to have especially this year! It is hoped that if not already living so that we will have
“epiphany” moments ourselves – times in which we can confidently say, “I get it, now!”
Hopefully we will all “get it!”
See you in church!
Pastor Jay

January Events at Galilee
Annual Meeting – Sunday, January 29th @ 11:45am
One of the important responsibilities of congregational membership is to be informed about the
congregation’s overall ministry. For most of us, an opportunity to get a good glimpse of this is at our
congregation’s Annual Meeting. This year, that meeting will take place on the last Sunday of January
(January 29th), beginning immediately following the second morning worship service.
During this meeting our pastor and staff and congregational leaders review with us the many and
various ways in which Christ’s ministry has been at work at and through our Galilee congregation.
We are also able to hear how the financial as well as the physical aspects of the congregation have
fared during the year. We then make a collective financial plan for the new year of 2017.
As a member of the congregation, you are asked to be present to participate in this important
meeting. Thank you, also, for all the ways in which you contribute to the wholeness of the Lord’s
ministry here!
Sunday Education classes Resume January 8
Please note that we are looking forward to resuming our Christian Education classes with you
beginning January 8th. Once again, we offer something for everyone! Please take special note of the
Adult Ed opportunities for this month! We hope and trust that you had a blessed Christmas whether
you were here or traveling elsewhere Welcome back!
Thank you to all our snow shovelers!
It looks like Jeff Dohlby has gotten the biggest snowfall week yet. Give him a big "THANK YOU"
when you see him (and to Ben also!)
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Relational Faith Circles
Sunday, January 8, 2017 - 9:15-10:15 am
“Relational Faith Circles” - Faith Formation For Life
God’s biblical stories did not end with the canonization of the Bible or just because we find his
narrative neatly contained between the front and back cover of our bibles. God’s story is continuing
throughout time, through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and very personally in each of our lives.
What are relational faith circles?
Relational faith circles provides us a way to do a personal faith formation inventory. It’s a way of
recognizing the people who have had a personal impact on our faith formation and our lives, by
building us, inspiring us, and encouraging us. These people are faith witnesses whose stories exist
beyond the back cover of our Bibles.
*Hebrews 11:1–12:1 sets up the story of biblical witnesses. “By faith Abel... “By faith Noah... By faith
Abraham... By faith Isaac... By faith Moses... By faith the people... ” Notice the beginning of
Hebrews 12: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses... .”
Who in your life has been an influencing faith model or mentor? Who helped to shape your
childhood or youth faith life? Which of your friends influenced your faith formation? How has your
congregational experiences contributed to your faith life? Who in the community has contributed to
your faith growth?
Come and explore this spirited and interactive way of exploring your personal faith formation.
Faith Circles - Faith Formation For Life

Creation
Community
Friends

Children &
Youth
Congregation
Culture
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Adult & High School Christian Education Schedule
January, 2017
Sunday, Jan 8th - “Faith Circles” - Facilitated by Douglas Krekling
Sunday, Jan 15th - Text Study Facilitated by Pastor Jay Ford
Sunday, Jan 22nd - “Prison Congregation” Discussion - Facilitated by Pastor Karen Klatt
Sunday, Jan 29th - Working Our Way Out of Poverty and Transitional Jobs Project - Facilitated by
Conner William (Economic Policy Analyst from the Public Policy Institute)
February, 2017
Sunday, Feb 5th - “Social Justice” - doing justice work as part of our Baptismal calling, our new life
in Christ, and our living out the Gospel message - Facilitated by civil rights activist and author,
Pastor Joe Ellwanger
Sunday, Feb 12th - InterGeneration Event - Martin Luther and the “Luther Rose
Sunday, Feb 19th - “A Place At The Table” part 1: A look at hunger in America, Facilitated by Lisa
Krekling
Sunday, Feb 26th - “A Place At The Table” part 2: A look at hunger in America, Facilitated by Lisa
Krekling

Faith Formation for Life; 7th - 12th Grade Students
“New Year’s Nuggets”
Sunday, January 29, 2017 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm
What are your New Year’s resolutions for 2017?










Be more helpful to family and friends.
Complete homework on time
Get better grades
Be more organized
Be a better listener
Letting go of grudges
Stop being late all the time
Be a nicer person
Learn to be happier with your life

How is it possible to hold on to the goals you’d like to attain for 2017?
One way is to be guided by “golden nugget” or valuable message from the Old Testament, Book of
Proverbs;
“Careful planning puts you ahead in the long run; hurry and scurry puts you further behind.“
Another way is to “mine” and explore the many “golden nuggets” God has already created in you! By
working together, we will discover how God is reshaping you into the person he’s created you to
be…nugget by nugget, moment by moment!
See you Sunday afternoon.
†Blessings and †Peace, Doug Krekling, Director of Christian Life
Other guiding valuable nuggets of wisdom…
 Create short, realistic and attainable goals.”
 Learn from your past, don’t be defined by it…but be refined by it”.
 Your life is changed by your heart being changed.”
 God meets daily needs daily. Not weekly or annually. He will give you what you need when it is needed. Keep yourself
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aware and opening to God’s love.”

Faith Formation for Life; 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Students
Please Mark Your Calendar

“Food For A Week”
Interactive Hunger Simulation
Hunger Food Simulation “Lock-In” begins at 7:00 pm on Friday, February
17th and will end at 12:00 pm on Saturday, February 18th. Watch for more
information.
We will need high school students and parents to assist with this event. Please
contact Doug Krekling for more information for ways you can help.
(douglas.krekling@galileelc.org or 414-531-7014 (mo).

Faith Formation for Life; 7th - 12th Grade Students
2017 Greater Milwaukee Synod Youth Retreat
Friday, March 10th through Sunday, March12th
Save the date… March 10-12 at Camp Minikani in
Hubertus, WI


Registration will open by New Year’s and end
February 1st.
 More information to be announced in the weeks to
come.
 Spread the word and invite your friends.

Check out our video made from the 2015 GMS Youth Retreat here

Visiting Ndoombo Parish and Installation of Bishop Elect Elias Kitoi
Lisa & I will be traveling with a small group from St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church to Tanzania Africadeparting January 10th and returning January 24th. The Praeger's are providing us with over 200
small crosses as gifts to our friends in Tanzania. If anyone else would like to provide light-weight,
small gift items here are a few ideas; hot pads, oven mitts, small light weight cooking utensils,
decorative doilies, decorative wall hangings with or without Bible scripture passages or other light
weight items. We also would greatly appreciate the gift of prayer for our travels and for our
continued caring partnership with all of our Tanzanian brothers and sisters.
Serving with you in Christ,
Douglas Krekling, Director of Christian Life
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El Salvador Ministry
We are planning a trip and you are invited
Saturday November 4th – November 11th, 2017
Join us on Tuesday, January 17, 2017
6:30 pm in the Gathering Place at Galilee
as we discuss the tentative plans.
If you are unable to attend the meeting but have an interest in being part of the Delegation please let
me know.
Barb Barthel, 262-691-0711, barb@galileelc.org
Galilee and North Cape in Franksville are organizing a Delegation to visit the communities where we
have Sister Parish relationships and the congregations Pastor Martir ministers to. We will visit the
communities, the people and children and become involved in the history and culture of the
Salvadoran people.


You have heard the stories and seen the pictures and now you want to experience for
yourself….Perhaps now is the time to think about the journey



You have said many times “I would like to do that someday”….Now is the time to give
consideration



Experience another culture and people, doing something you have never done before and
learn to understand poverty, hunger and social conditions….. Now is the time to be part of
the learning experience



See joy and peace in the hearts of the people despite their difficult times. The joy of the Lord
is their strength….Now is the time for community interaction



Realize how truly blessed we are….Now is the time to share your blessings



Practice your Spanish or rely solely on our translators. Now is the time for cultural
communication



Witness the faith-filled lives of the Salvadoran people….Now is the time to share your faith



Have an experience that will change your life forever…..Now is the time to say YES!

You will come back knowing you received far more than you gave and will never be the same
because of the gifts you received.
Prayerfully consider joining this Delegation. Might this be the right time in your life to make this faith
journey?
Barb Barthel – El Salvador Ministry Team
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Thoughts on Healing Prayer
Why do we anoint with oil and lay hands on people when we pray?
Since early Biblical days (Genesis 28:18), anointing with oil
symbolized being set apart by the Holy Spirit for a special purpose
in God’s kingdom. In the early church, anointing oil was used for
both healing (James 5:14) and deliverance (Matthew 26:7). Early
Christians also laid hands on the sick when they prayed for healing.
Laying on of hands and anointing with oil accompanies our prayers
for healing. We acknowledge that God is all powerful and can heal without these visible, physical
signs. We use these practices during healing prayer because they have a Biblical basis (James 5:13
-16) and because the sense of touch heightens our awareness of God’s loving presence and healing
power.
If you are interested in joining the healing prayer lay ministry team, or just want to learn more about
this important ministry, put Saturday, January 14, 2017 on your calendar. From 9:30 to 11:00 am,
there will be an information/training session here at Galilee. Current team members are also invited
to attend for mutual encouragement and ministry updates. Please register for this event by
January12th on the bulletin board across from the library or by e-mailing Krista Olia at
theolias@sbcglobal.net. The snow date for this event is January 21st.
- Krista Olia

Mission of Healing travels to El Salvador in February
Members of Galilee will again be participating in the Mission of Healing in which
various health and spiritual care is provided members of the Salvadoran Lutheran
Church congregations. Congregation members of Los Martires, our Sister Parish
Congregation attend these clinics and look forward to the help provided them.
A large component of the MOH involves distribution of toothbrushes. As in the past we will have a
suitcase in the Narthex and ask that you contribute a toothbrush, or two or three to help in this
ministry. Thousands and thousands of toothbrushes are distributed all as a contribution of Greater
Milwaukee Synod congregations becoming involved. This is a wonderful way for Galilee members
to be part of this terrific global outreach ministry. Thank you for your consideration.
We pray for Emily Rudolph Danner, Paige Rudolph and Barb Barthel and all who will be part of this
Mission of Healing Delegation and important ministry.
Suitcases Needed
Do you have any suitcases that you no longer need or want? The El Salvador Mission of
Healing is in need of some to transport supplies for the Clinics in February 2017. They would not
be making the return trip. If you have one, preferably the larger size with wheels, please let me
know. Barb Barthel, 262-691-0711, barb@galileelc. org.
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Galilee Book Club
Galilee Book Club will meet
Mon. January 23 at 7:00 pm in
the Gathering Place. The book
selection is "A Man Called Ove"
by Frederik Backman. Ove is
the crotchety next door
neighbor that keeps his eye on
everything. Most things are
judged and found
unsatisfactory. Enter new neighbors who seem
to invite disaster at every turn. They are
introduced to Ove when they back their U-Haul
truck over his mailbox and Ove must show
them the right way to back up plus many other
practical tasks. A neighborly revolution takes
place all for the good. Join us as we discuss
this unusual book. Everyone is welcome.
- Sharon Vitek

January Bunco
Bunco is back on January 14

th

at 6:00 pm
Get your dice rolling skills in tip-top shape for
this fun night of entertainment. We will gather
in the Gathering Place for tacos and snacks
following the Saturday night worship service on
January 14th. All food will be provided, so just
bring yourself – and a FRIEND. EVERYONE is
WELCOME! If you’ve never played before, it’s
an easy game to learn. Come join us and have
some fun. Please use sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board by the office.
Any questions, contact Dianna Bednar, 262691-1393 or Sally Rudolph, 262-255-4274.
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Sunday School

Thank you to the Sunday School children and
Confirmation young people and all who
participated in the wonderful Christmas
Program, “The Light Before Christmas”. Those
who helped with the presentation, the
orchestration, the organization are all given a
huge THANK YOU.
It is hard to believe another year has come and
gone and we look forward to starting our
second half of the Sunday School year on
January 8th. We hope you enjoyed a Blessed
Christmas with family and friends and we wish
you a New Year filled with Joy, Peace, Faith,
Happiness and Love.
We offer a big thank you to all the children who
donated the mittens, scarves and hats for our
November/December Outreach Project. What a
response! You are great! You have touched the
lives of so many people at St. Paul’s in
Milwaukee.
Our January Outreach will be toothbrushes to
support the Ministry of the Mission Of Healing
in El Salvador in February. In the health clinics
that are provided, thousands of toothbrushes
are distributed and we can help that important
ministry. We again have three Galilee
members participating in the Mission of
Healing.
As we start this New Year we ask God to
continue to guide us and walk with us each day
throughout the year to grow our faith and
encourage us to live the best life yet in our
days ahead.
Dear Lord, Thank you for the gift of children.
We pray for your help to share with them a love
for your Word that will guide their lives in all of
their days. Amen.
Blessings to you for the New Year from all
involved in the Galilee Children’s Christian
Education.
Barb Barthel – Sunday School

Connecting Ministries
Supper for Six
The connecting ministry completed the first round of small
dinner group get togethers with very positive responses. We
would like to start a second rotation from February thru May.
Have you been a member of Galilee for many years? Are you
new to the church and looking to meet others? Please
consider joining a small dinner group (Supper for Six) where
you can meet on a social basis and engage in great conversation.
The concept: We will organize small groups of about 6 people to meet once per month for dinner at
one of the participant’s home. Each couple of pairing would prepare a meal for the group (or order
pizza, Chinese, etc). Over the next 3 months they will rotate homes and continue their new found
friendships.
We will start in February, so if you are interested please sign up on the bulletin board near the library
by January 29th. If you have any questions please contact Anne Riegert at Riegs4@sbcglobal.net
- Anne Riegert

Grief and Loss Ministries
Grief and Loss Support Group Gathering
Tuesday, January 24th - 6:30 p.m.
at Galilee Lutheran Church
A reminder that our Group meets monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each month.
We listen, share, comfort and support each other through the loss process, even
though our losses may be different. This Gathering is not limited to the loss of a
loved one but includes any loss that affects us emotionally or physically.
We care for each other, understand and pray for support, healing and strength in
our lives. Your faith and insight may have a profound impact on our journey of
healing.
All are welcome and feel free to invite a friend or relative to join you. If you know
of someone who might benefit from this Grief and Loss Gathering please invite
them to join us.
Barb Barthel and Members of the Galilee Bereavement Ministry.
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Galilee Life! and 2017 Stewardship
50 For 50
Galilee Lutheran Church Sunday Morning Coffee Hour
We are looking for 50 individuals, couples, families, Sunday School Parents and Small Ministry
Groups to host the Coffee Hours for 50 Sundays in the year 2017. You would only have to host one
Sunday during the year but you certainly could volunteer for more. Ask someone to join you on that
Sunday to help.
There will be a poster in the Narthex adjacent to the Hospitality Table and you can indicate your
interest for a particular date.
Hosting would include providing the treats, setting up the table, and clean up following the hospitality
hour or after the Second Worship service. The table should be set up by 8:45 am, as Hospitality
Hour begins following the First Worship service. (Or if you attend the First Service you could set up
prior to 8:00 am)
What a wonderful way to be part of the Galilee Life as Hospitality Hour is such a great part of our
Sunday mornings together to share in conversation, Christian love and Community.
Susan Keller and Barb Barthel – Stewardship Ministry

Galilee Health & Wellness
“Warm Up for Winter”
Thursday, January 5th
9:15 - 11:00 am
We will begin at 9:15 am with gentle exercise, followed by a “Warm Up for Winter” program with
homemade soup to follow! Mmmmm! All are welcome to participate.
-Nancy Rice

Thank you very much!
A heartfelt thank you to everyone that supplied gift cards for the Food Pantry teen
clients for the Holidays. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!
Ellen Piotrowski, Natalie Schmitt, and Sharon Vitek
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Ministry Staff Schedules

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2017
President ~ John Ruf
Vice President ~ Theresa Opie
Secretary ~ Naomi Ackley
Members-at-large ~ Doug Dehler & Janet Praeger
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson
Administration ~ Ken Klitzke, & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Jan. 01
Jan. 08

Ted & Mary Tornehl

Jan. 15
Jan. 22
Jan. 29
To make a donation of flowers for the altar,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2017 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift!
If you have any questions, please call the
church office at 262-691-2380. Thank you for
your contributions!
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

A New Year and a new Galilee tradition
~ The Giving Plate ~
“This plate is very special because it's meant to roam, a homemade gift of
happiness to pass from home to home”. Made to share.
When you are gifted with this plate, enjoy the goodies and fill in the
journal (DO NOT LOSE THE JOURNAL), add treats and pass the plate
and journal on to someone else, (a friend, someone you don't know,
someone who looks sad or happy, or has a great smile).
There are no time limits to when you pass on the plate and journal, just let the spirit move
you! JUST DON'T FORGET THE JOURNAL. Thanks to Doris Stolz for the plate and the idea.
- Sharon Vitek
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The Readings

Winter Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Adult & High School Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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January 1

January 22

Numbers 6:22-27

Isaiah 9:1-4

Psalm 8

Psalm 27:1, 4-9

Philippians 2:5-11

1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Luke 2:21

Matthew 4:12-23

January 8

January 29

Isaiah 42:1-9

Micah 6:1-8

Psalm 29

Psalm 15

Acts 10:34-43

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Matthew 3:13-17

Matthew 5:1-12

January 15
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

