The Galilean Newsletter, January, 2015
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
New Year. New Beginnings.
[From my sermon on “Christ the King” Sunday, November 23]
“I got an email last week from a guy that I knew at my last parish. The email
began this way -- (Please note that I’ve changed the names in the email to
protect the identity of the family):
Hi Pastor Jay,
Hope this finds you well. My wife Jackie and I used to attend St Andrew’s when our son Johnny
was born in the mid-90s. Life got busy and, while I still maintain what I consider to be a “spiritual”
connection with Christ, we didn't spend a lot of time in church on Sundays. We would
periodically visit but it wasn't a consistent presence in our lives as we grew up as a family.
In hindsight, maybe we should have spent more time in church… because we're in the middle of
the divorce process right now and it looks like there isn't going to be much that I can do to stop
it. We spent a lot of time together as a family but got so caught up in the “work and providing”
thing that we probably missed a lot of what maybe could or should have happened.
These are the kinds of emails and situations that break a pastor’s heart – at least I know it does that
to me…because there is only so much that a pastor can do to protect “the flock.” I remember this
family well. And I remember how a number of times I tried to reach out and encourage their
presence and participation in the congregation more. ….But as you heard, it was to no avail.
It saddens me greatly to remember this beautiful family years ago filled with all kinds of energy and
optimism as they were beginning their lives together. The birth of their son was what drew them to
the church. They wanted to have him baptized.
But like with a lot of families who aren’t much involved in a congregation -- and then seek out a
church in order to have their newborn child baptized -- most don’t really understand what Baptism
is…And they don’t realize how their lives should now be lived differently as this child is now baptized
into Christ…Often they don’t really realize the promises that they are making both to their child and
to God in that moment:




The promise to regularly bring their child to worship and be a participant in the life of that
congregation;
The promise to raise their child as part of the family of faith, and in the community of the Church;
The promise to live their lives with Christ as “King” of their lives.

Now, some do, but some don’t. And doing these things is no guarantee that there won’t be difficult
times or challenges in our lives that we will have to face. But by living in a growing and maturing
relationship with Christ – and if we truly utilize that relationship with Christ and the Church – then we
will have the power and the resources that we will need to face anything that Life brings our way.”

This situation is not unique to just St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church. I am sure that it is a reality in far
too many churches. I know that it is also a reality at Galilee. And while I am glad that in a crisis a
person thinks to contact the church, I am also aware of how such help can be limited or
compromised when such a relationship is neglected for far too long.
A new calendar year always seems to bring with it the opportunity for New Beginnings. Especially if
this is a relationship that has been overlooked or neglected lately, I encourage you to use this time of
“newness” to renew your own relationship with Christ and His church – because here is a community
where Christ promises to be present and make Himself known. I know that here at Galilee we
welcome you, and we consider it a blessing and a privilege to make this new beginning with you.
Seize the moment. Utilize this power and these resources.
- Pastor Jay
The Ford’s “Thank You!”
Julie and I thank all of you who stopped in at our Open House on
Sunday, December 14. We were delighted with the turn out, and so
enjoyed the time to socialize with so many of you (and comfort Packer
fans over that day’s defeat). You were truly a blessing to us. As it was
for us, we hope that it added nicely to your enjoyment of the season.
Blessed New Year to you all!
Pastor Jay & Julie
Wonderful Sunday School “Christmas Story” Presentation
Many thanks go out to all of our children, youth, shepherds, teachers,
and leaders who presented the Christmas Story to us on Sunday,
December 14. It is always wonderful to be ministered to by the children
and youth through this annual service. Special thanks goes out to Lisa
Brooks-Rashka for directing, Mary Kay and Paul, and Riley Rashka for
providing music, and Christine Shander and Alyssa Olson for the talent
and hours put into providing the script and the props! You have truly
blessed us!
Our New Members!
We are blessed and delighted to welcome two couples into membership at Galilee!
Pete and Rev. Karen Klatt
Karen is a recently retired United Methodist pastor who has been well known in the Greater
Milwaukee Synod as well as the Palmyra area where she last served Palmyra United Methodist
Church. While her pastoral heart and passion -- especially for the marginalized in society – will
continue to lead her into action, she welcomes the opportunities in retirement for the more casual
experiences as well as time with their grandchildren.
Pete is also recently retired from WCTC where he has worked in the IT field, being a project leader
and college professor. He is also looking forward to more time for grandchildren, golf, and tennis.
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Ruth and Tom O’Malley
Although no stranger to Galilee throughout its history, Tom and Ruth have
chosen this time to officially acknowledge their relationship and commitment
to Christ here at Galilee. Ruth is retired from a career in real estate, and Tom
from a dentistry practice, and together they continue to celebrate a long life
together as husband and wife, parents, and grandparents. In addition to
finding them enjoying the outdoors, the lake, and their family, you might find
them teaming up on a woodworking project now and then – Galilee being the
recent beneficiary of two new picnic tables (Thanks again!).
Are You interested in Church Membership?
Pastor Jay is forming our next group of New Members for reception in early 2015. If you would like
to be numbered in this group (or have questions about what membership is), please contact the
Church Office.
“Unfailing Light” celebrated on Epiphany Saturday Evenings
Jesus Christ comes as “the Light” into the darkness of our world and experience as St. John
describes in the very first chapter of his gospel narrative. As we continue in this winter season of
darkness, we will gather and celebrate Christ as that “Unfailing Light” each Saturday evening at
5pm. This beautiful evening Eucharist service composed by Marty Haugen has become a favorite
here at Galilee. We offer it for your consideration as a place of belonging and nurture as we journey
through this Epiphany season.
Epiphany – the “Ah ha!” season of the Church. What new awareness are you having of Jesus this
season?
Leadership Board transitions
This month we want to make a point of thanking our Leadership Board for its guidance throughout
2014. Their dedication of time and their love for Christ and His Church here at Galilee is truly
commendable. Special thank you’s go out to Joanie Bohlmann who has served as our
congregational president for the last two years, and Susan Keller likewise these last two years as
vice-president! We have been blessed by their leadership!
In partnership with them have been John Ruf, Jr., Doug Dehler, and Theresa Opie who we are
blessed to have continuing into this new year. Joining the Board this year, as recently elected
members, we welcome Naomi Ackley and Janet Praeger.
We also want to thank Craig Piotrowski who has served as our congregational treasurer for the last
five years. Craig has been extremely dedicated and conscientious in organizing and informing the
congregation as to the financial aspects of its ministry. Thank you, Craig!
Such people are truly a special blessing to any congregation. And we are blessed with two (2), as
picking up the mantel now, we welcome Chris Rudolph as our new treasurer! Welcome, Chris!
Please add your own personal thanks to these fine people, and continue to remember them and
their work in your daily prayers.
- Pastor Jay
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What People are Saying about our Spiritual Formation Groups
“What I wish others knew about a Galilee Spiritual Formation Group....”
(Carol Puestow) So much learning, sharing, and caring goes on in our
SFG. We discuss and try new ways to strengthen and deepen our faith.
I feel I'm learning something from my sisters each time we meet. It has
helped me to be more comfortable in sharing my faith with others. We're just finishing a chapter on
Seeking God In Silence. There are two sentences that are talking to me directly; "The further the
soul is from the noise of the world, the closer it may be to its Creator, for God, with his holy angels,
will draw close to a person who seeks solitude and silence". The other is; "Be cautious about
speaking. Say only what is needed in every conversation".
(Barb Barthel) It is a comfortable setting with wonderful women as we are strengthening and
renewing our relationship and allowing us to look at the love of Christ within us and through us to
others by sharing, prayer and scripture.
(Dianna Bednar) I’m growing in my faith and the process is not intimidating. It’s worth scheduling
into my calendar each week.
(Mary Stauber) I wish others knew that these meetings bring you back to core values of your faith.
The subject matter is inviting, the discussions lively and the spiritual growth is empowering.
(Terri Drover) I wish that others could know about the extra level of spiritual growth that develops
inside each of us as we share, with our group, in each meeting about the activity we chose and the
trust that develop with each other.
(Sally Rudolph) I wish for people to know that a Spiritual Formation group is not a scary thing but
enriches all areas of your life in such a positive way.
(Jill Plesh) I wish for people to know that by doing the spiritual disciplines and sharing them with a
group that supports and encourages you can change your life.
(Marilyn Lindemeyer) I wish that everyone could experience learning how easy it is to incorporate
Spirituality in their everyday life just by practicing Spirituality in small steps each week. The
response from the group and others in your life is amazing.
(Sharon Vitek) It is an opportunity to grow in faith by sharing biblical insights and how they affect our
lives.
We currently have men and women’s groups, and could easily accommodate a mixed group. A new
group is beginning on Thursday mornings at 10:15 am, meeting at Galilee, beginning January 8 th.
Persons interested in this group or being a part of another are invited to contact Pastor Jay or the
Church Office.
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Galilee’s Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 25 @ 11:30am

Where would we be, if not for all the wonderful volunteers who give of their time and talents to
Galilee? As many of you know it takes so many ‘behind the scenes’ people to keep our ministries
going and ensure the operation of our church building.
Special thanks go to:


The Altar Guild for Advent and Christmas decorations!



Thank you, Barb Barthel, for providing supplies for our Christmas cards sent
to our imprisoned brothers.



Thank you, Ruf/Rice family for the donation of the Christmas Tree and the
Crown atop it!



Thank you, Heidi Friend, for again installing lights on our Christmas Tree!



Thank you, Bill Rudolph for putting up our outside evergreen wreaths!



Thank you, BSA Troop 87, for the donation of those evergreen wreaths!

We would also like to thank Bill Katt for his wonderful job of cleaning up the area
near the burning pit. The Galilee Thistle Club asked for some help in cleaning up
that area, hopefully before the Christmas season when guests might be visiting
our Church. Bill responded to the request and did a wonderful job, all in time for
the joyous Christmas season. Thank you Bill, for doing so much “behind the
scenes”. It takes a whole village to keep our church running, and we are so
grateful for you labors. Bless you.
Thank you sincerely,
The Galilee Thistle Club
Thank You very much!
A warm thanks to everyone that contributed gift cards for the teen clients at the
Pewaukee Food Pantry. We are truly blessed to be part of a caring faith
community!
Natalie Arndt & Sharon Vitek, Interchurch Lay Council representatives for Galilee
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Children, Youth and Families
Intergenerational Sunday School:
January 4 from 9:15-10:15 am in the Gathering Place
Intergenerational Sunday School is an opportunity for us to
develop relationships between the generations. Studies on
faith formation show that one of the keys to effective faith
formation (that is faith that lasts beyond age 18) is genuine
relationships with adults, where youth actively see faith
modeled. Taking time together as a church to share in caring
conversations, participate in devotional or ritual activities and
service projects provides a place for youth to engage in
meaningful faith formation. It is especially important that we
have more adults participate in this ministry, as it gives
students an opportunity to meet and engage adults other than
those (parents and teachers) they already know.

Children & Family Ministry Events

Youth Ministries (for Grades 6-12)
Confirmation Project Presentations
January 4th in the Youth Room from 6-7:30 pm
Students and mentors are expected to be at
this gathering as we share our projects
together.
Pizza & Movie Night
Sunday, January 18 from 6-8:30 pm

Pizza & Family Movie Night
Saturday, January 31 following 5 pm service
We will vote on a G-rated movie during Sunday
School on January 4th. Estimated movie running
time 6:30-8:30pm. Suggested donation: $2/person
for pizza. Please RSVP by Sunday, January 25th
so that we know how much pizza to order.

Students and friends are invited for board
games, pizza and a movie. We’ll vote on a
movie title at Discipleship on January 4th and
then announce it. Suggested donation: $2 to
help with pizza.
SWAG: High School Retreat

Sunday, January 23-25 at Blue Harbor Resort
in Sheboygan, WI. Registration closed in
December.
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Mission of Healing and El Salvador Ministry
Mission of Healing and Wellness in
El Salvador during February
Our Sunday School Outreach Project for
January will again be the collection of
toothbrushes to be used in the Mission of
Healing Clinics in El Salvador in mid-February.
Thousands of toothbrushes are distributed
through the clinics to the patients.
In the past we have reached out to all Galilee
members as well requesting your participation
in providing toothbrushes. Again we ask for
your support. This is such an integral part of
the health issues there and we anticipate we
could easily distribute 3000 to patients and
families attending the clinic. These are being
collected at various congregations in the
Greater Milwaukee Synod. Just a reminder that
Dollar Tree, Walmart and many other stores
have cards containing five or six toothbrushes
for $1.00 or a nominal amount.
There will again be a suitcase in the Narthex
during the month of January for this collection.
The February Mission of Healing provides four
days of clinics where the patients are able to
meet with our nursing staff and doctors. There
are medicinal items and prescription drugs
provided them, reading glasses, spiritual health
(massage therapy and prayer support) and
many workshops, ie., dental, violence, HIV/
AIDS, holistic medicine, dietary opportunities to
name a few. Wherever the need appears to be
we attempt to provide resources. In these four
days of clinics, we are able to provide care and
assistance to a little over 800 people. Galilee
will again have Pr. Tom and Gail Osterfield and
Barb Barthel travelling as part of this
delegation.

We are taking a trip and you are invited!
Saturday, November 14th to
Friday, November 20th 2015
Galilee and North Cape in Franksville are
organizing a Delegation to visit the communities
where we have Sister Parish relationships and
the congregations Pastor Martir ministers to.
 You have heard the stories and seen the
pictures and now you want to experience for
yourself….Perhaps now is the time to think about
the journey
 You have said “I would like to do that
someday”….Now is the time to decide
 Experience another culture and people, doing
something you have never done before and learn
to understand poverty, hunger and social
conditions….. Now is the time to be part of the
learning experience
 See joy and peace in the hearts of the people
despite their difficult times. The joy of the Lord is
their strength….Now is the time for community
interaction
 Now is the time to share your blessings
 Practice your Spanish or rely solely on our
translators. Now is the time for cultural
communication
 Witness the faith-filled lives of the Salvadoran
people
 Have an experience that will change your life
forever…..Now is the time to say YES!
Please prayerfully consider joining this
Delegation. Might this be the right time in your
life to make this faith journey? Talk with Kim
Kiser, Sue Knutson, Jenni Hintze, Marv and
Dianna Bednar, Pastor Jay, or Barb Barthel who
travelled there in 2013. Ask them to again
share some of their thoughts with you.

We thank you for any contribution you will be
able to make.

Indicate your interest to Barb Barthel so we can
include you in the plans.

The El Salvador Ministry

Please pray for the El Salvador Ministry Team
and the people of El Salvador as they make
plans and preparations for the November visit.
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Connecting Ministries Team
As we start a new year we would like to take a moment to thank all those who
organized and/or participated in the Connecting events held in 2014. We’ve had many
people that stepped forward to plan an event or two and we really appreciate all that
help! In 2014 we had 475 people participate in the various events put on by the
Connecting Ministry Team. That’s a lot of connecting! We look forward to more
“connecting” in 2015. If you have an idea for an event, please contact one of us. We
love new ideas and we would love help with our old favorites – fish fry and bunco nights. Our
second two-year term as co-coordinators expires in June, so we are looking for a couple people to
take over the ministry of this team. Don’t be shy. It really is fun!
The Connecting Ministry Team had a busy December. The Women’s Advent Party was held on
December 8th and there were 50 women who attended. We want to thank Carol Puestow and her
team for organizing the celebration and Mary Kay Debrecht for accompanying us during our singalong. It was a great evening! It’s not too late to get a Secret Prayer Pal for 2015. Contact Dianna
Bednar if interested.
We had the Christmas Caroling and potluck on December 21st. We went to the homes of 10
members who are unable to attend church as often as they’d like and we sang to them. What a
pleasure that was. We gathered back at church for a potluck dinner and some more fellowship time.
A special thank you goes out to Susan Katt for scheduling and planning our route.
UPCOMING EVENTS!!!!
Church Basement Ladies 5 “The Last (Potluck) Supper”
Schauer Center in Hartford – Saturday, March 28th at 3:00
30 tickets are available at $34 each
Deadline to sign up across from the library and pay Sally Rudolph is February 8 th.
Questions?? Contact Sally Rudolph @ 262-255-4274
“Into the Woods”
Sunday June 7, 2015 2:00 at the Skylight Music Theatre.
(Pastor Jay & Julie’s daughter, Natalie will be playing the role of Cinderella)
Tickets are $71.40. Sign up across from the library and pay Sally Rudolph by March 15 th.

We have had a few new suggestions and are looking for people to organize these events or
perhaps you have another idea you’d like to plan:
 A family campout at Lutherdale
 Geo Caching
 A progressive dinner
 A luau in February or March
We still need someone to organize a fish fry and a bunco night for Jan, Feb, or March.
HAPPY NEW YEAR! And thank you for supporting all the Connecting events this year!
Dianna Bednar & Sally Rudolph
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Thank You!

(From God’s Work. Our Hands Sunday)
Dear Members of Galilee Lutheran Church,
Thank you very much for all the time you spent
working on my yard. I greatly appreciate all the
hard work ;your volunteers put in during my
time of need. I cannot tell you how pleased I
am at how my yard looks. God Bless you all
and my thought are with you,
Mary T. Carpenter
A Thank You from St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church in Milwaukee

Dear Rev. Ford,
Thank you for your donation of
women’s gifts. Your support of
The women’s Center provides a
life-changing place where
women and their families can
break the cycle of violence and
abuse in their lives.
Because of donors like you, our
programs and services are offered free of
charge to women seeking help and support for
themselves and their children.
We appreciate you joining us in our efforts to
end violence in our communities. On behalf of
the Board of Directors, volunteers, and staff,
and most especially on behalf of our clients,
thank you.
Gratefully yours,
Angela Mancuso, Executive Director
The Women’s Center, Waukesha

Galilee Book Club

St. Paul’s Community Night in December

Dear Members of Galilee Lutheran Church,
On behalf of the congregation of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, thank you for your ongoing
support of Community Night Outreach. This
includes the sharing of time & talents as well as
the generous financial support!
We hope these experiences enrich your lives
as they enrich the lives of the people touched
by the outreach program. We lift up the
members of Galilee in prayers of thankfulness!
Sincerely,
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council
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Galilee Book Club will start the
new year off with an author
presentation. Our own Darryl
Gust, will read from his recently
published memoir "There is No
Top". Written with humor, this
is bound to make you smile.
Darryl will be glad to answer
questions on his motivation for sharing this
personal story and anything else you care to
ask! All members are asked to bring a favorite
photograph and be prepared to tell or write a
short memoir of your own. We meet in the
Gathering Place so there is plenty of room for all
comers! Hope to see you Monday, January 26
at 7:00 pm.
- Sharon Vitek

Ministry Staff Schedules

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries~
Christine Shander
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2014
President ~ Joanie Bohlmann
Vice President ~ Sue Keller
Secretary ~ Theresa Opie
Treasurer ~ Craig Piotrowski
Members-at-large ~ Doug Dehler and John Ruf
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach & Gail Osterfield
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Dianna Bednar & Sally Rudolph
Equipping
Worship ~ Sally Ruf
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson,
Andrea Smith
Administration ~ Bill Rudolph
Stewardship ~ Marilyn Lindemeyer
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Barb Barthel,
Carole Brinkman, and Jeff Dohlby
Compassion Care ~ Susan Knutson & Sarah Spencer

Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Jan. 04
Jan. 11

Ted Tornehl

Jan. 18
Jan. 25

Carole Brinkman

To make a donation of flowers for the altar,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2015 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift!

Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson
Seth Peikert

Grief and Loss Group
Have you had a loss in your life?
Perhaps the loss was the death of a loved one; the loss of a job; a
move to a new location; the loss of a dream; the loss of a pet; the loss of a relationship.
If you are dealing with a loss in your life please consider joining us:
Tuesday, January 27th - 6:30 p.m.
at Galilee Lutheran Church
Our Grief and Loss Gathering will be led by Mary Mauer.
It will be a time to come together, share, and support each other.
Barb Barthel and the Bereavement Ministry Team
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The Readings

Winter Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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January 4

January 18

Jeremiah 31:7-14

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]

Psalm 147:12-20

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

Ephesians 1:3-14

1 Corinthians 6:12-20

John 1:[1-9] 10-18

John 1:43-51

January 11

January 25

Genesis 1:1-5

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

Psalm 29

Psalm 62:5-12

Acts 19:1-7

1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Mark 1:4-11

Mark 1:14-20

