The Galilean Newsletter, February, 2017
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
February’s Epiphany “Aha!” Moments Continue
Recently my wife and I went to the movies in Brookfield, and saw “Hidden
Figures” – the biographical drama based on the non-fiction book of the same
name. The movie tells the story of Katherine G. Johnson, an AfricanAmerican mathematician whose involvement helped NASA successfully
launch and recover astronauts who were part of the Mercury Space Project.
We really appreciated the movie, and so apparently did the audience we
were attending with who spontaneously erupted into enthusiastic applause
as it ended.
I don’t believe that the audience’s reaction was so much due to the acting and the movie’s
production – good as it was – but due more to our finally giving deserving recognition to such African
Americans who have previously been so overlooked and marginalized in our nation’s story telling.
Even the movie itself gives evidence of numerous injustices that have been a part of our American
culture in the recent past. Are we noticing any such injustices today?
Correcting such injustices arise out of epiphany “Aha!” moments combined with the courage to make
needed changes and our having the willingness to let go of whatever is keeping such injustices in
place. February finds us, the Church, in the season of Epiphany. We are continuing our journey with
Jesus. Along the way, there are numerous “Aha!” moments meant to lead us into a more abundant
life together.
Some of the intended epiphanies we may already know about. But chances are there are some of
which we have overlooked or have just been unaware. We need to realize that these are important
insights meant not only for our personal faith in Christ but that hold vital implications for how we
need to be living our lives together with one another today.
As this Epiphany Season coincides with “Black History Month,” let us be that much more aware of
our relationships with one another – giving recognition where that is deserving, and making the
needed changes in ourselves so to reflect the person that we are coming to see and know in Christ
Jesus our Lord. After all, it’s no accident that Epiphany will take us right to a place of change - the
moment of Transfiguration. “Christ, be our Light!”

Pastor Jay

February Events at Galilee
February 28th Shrove Tuesday – Ice Cream Social & Palm Burning
Shrove (“Fat”) Tuesday is one last time to splurge before we enter into the more simplified and
traditional fasting season of Lent. This year we invite you to enjoy a delicious ice cream social
together at 6:30pm. Enjoying one another’s company and a “make-your-own” sundae, we will
conclude the evening by burning the dried palms from last year’s Palm Sunday….These then
become the ashes that we will need and use the next day on Ash Wednesday.
Look for the advertisement board at church, and the opportunity to provide a topping for our
desserts. All are welcome!
Ash Wednesday arrives March 1st
We will provide two opportunities to gather for Worship on Ash Wednesday – 12:00pm
and 7:00pm. Meant to provide us a sobering realization of our complete dependence
on God for life, this day’s gathering around Word and Sacrament brings us grace
where it is most needed – in us. Come and be marked for the journey of Lent that then
follows. With Christ in the lead, He will take us to where abundant life is found.
Lenten Wednesdays focus on Luther’s Small Catechism
During the season of Lent at Galilee, as we celebrate this year’s 500 th
anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation, we will be utilizing our Wednesday
evening worship to focus on the gift of Martin Luther’s “Small Catechism.”
Originally meant to be used in the home and (as Luther himself used it) for
everyday Christian life, each week we will focus on one of the different “parts”
of the Catechism.
Accompanying this focus, we will provide you with a handy devotional booklet
(“free indeed”) …which only makes sense to indeed make it free to you! So, be
sure to pick up your copy which you can begin using on March 1st. Look for
additional information about our Lenten services in next month’s newsletter.
Text Study - Now also Wednesday Evenings!
For the month of February we are excited to offer you an additional Text Study opportunity each
Wednesday evening from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm. We will meet in the Conference Room (located at the
end of the hall, past the pastor’s office).
The Readings for the week will be provided, but you are encouraged to bring your Bible as well.
Come as your schedule allows, even if you are not available to attend every week. This opportunity
is not limited to members. All are welcome and encouraged to prep for weekend worship by studying
the upcoming Scripture Readings together. As so many have testified, it will enrich your weekend
worship experience that much more.
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Sunday School
It was good to be back to Sunday School in January following the holiday
break. We missed the Sunday morning Opening Worship with Doug,
Pastor Jay and Mango, and the excitement. The kids love to get into it.
Join us – you will enjoy!
WOW – what fun to look at the attendance sheets for the Sundays after the break and in fact for all
of Fall 2016. The attendance is tremendous. Thanks to the children for being part of Sunday
School and wanting to be here; to the parents for getting them here and to the teachers for sharing
their gifts and abilities to make the class setting a great place to be.
It is so fun to walk through the Sunday School areas and see the children engaged in a story,
viewing a DVD, doing an activity or engaged in conversation. Take a minute sometime to come to
the lower level and see the children in action. They would love to share with you what they are
doing and learning. The classes would love to have you “Be our Guest”. Stop in and join a class
and see what is happening with our children as they learn from the great curriculum Galilee
provides. Each Sunday focuses on a different theme. We again thank all of the teachers,
shepherds and staff who make this such a wonderful time.
If you know of a child who might want a Sunday School opportunity, invite them to come to Galilee
and be part of our Sunday morning. Everyone is always welcome.
We thank all the children who provided toothbrushes to be used during the “Mission of Healing” in El
Salvador during February. We will continue to collect toothbrushes through February 5 th.
On February 12th there will be an InterGeneration Event for all members of Galilee. We encourage
children, parents and all members to come and be part of this event being held between the Sunday
morning worship services (9:15 a.m.). Deacon Doug will lead us with the theme “Martin Luther and
the Luther Rose”. We need everyone’s support for these InterGeneration events. What a great
way to get to know each other, build relationships and continue to celebrate “Galilee Life – Be in it!
Those of us within the Sunday School ministry at Galilee thank you for your support. We enjoy
having the opportunity of sharing our gifts, abilities and talents with the children. We invite you to
consider where and how you can become involved as well.
Barb Barthel,
Sunday School
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Galilee Book Club
Anything Luther

The Galilee Book Club will meet Monday, Feb.
27 to discuss "Anything Luther", be it a book,
magazine article, cartoon, or whatever! There
is a great picture book in the church library and
adult books, also-have a look around. Who
knows what interesting facts we may unearth.
Join us in the Gathering Place at 7:00 pm. All
are welcome!
- Sharon Vitek

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Galilee Prayer Shawl
Winter Gathering

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry will be meeting at
the Good Harvest Market (2205 Silvernail
Road, Pewaukee) on Friday, February 10th at
11:30 am. We will have an opportunity to
purchase lunch and share time together in a
warm place!
ALL are welcome to join us for this gathering!
Please contact Ann Dee Austin (262-510-1002)
Kathy Akers (262-691-1014) or Mary
Benrud (414-640-2211) if you are planning to
attend this event. We look forward to seeing
you there!
- Ann Dee Austin
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Mt. Meru Coffee
Mt. Meru Coffee Project
"Teaming Up in Mission"
Update
Since we began the "Teaming
Up in Mission" project nearly a
year ago, we have collected
$94 for each of our 3 youth
ministries (Mt. Meru,
El Salvador and St. Paul's). These monies will
be added to our monthly "Coins for Kids"
collection. The project will continue
through July 2017.
As a reminder, $1 from each 10 or 12
oz. bag of coffee you purchase (regular
or decaf, including flavored) goes toward the
project. Some people have made personal
donations. If you are interested in doing so, just
write a check to Galilee or put cash in one of
the envelopes on the table where the coffee is
sold. Please mark on the envelope "Teaming
Up in Mission donation" and place it in the
mailbox outside the office.
Your contributions are greatly appreciated!
Asante Sana,
Kris Reilly, Galilee's Coffee Ambassador

2017 El Salvador Delegation
In last month’s Galilean, we detailed
information regarding a visit to take place
November 4-11, 2017. If you were not able to
attend the January 17th meeting of our El
Salvador Ministry Team to indicate your
interest or want to hear more about the trip and
perhaps participating please let me know and I
will be pleased to provide you with the details.
We’d love to have you be part of this special
life changing experience.
Barb Barthel – 262-691-0711
barb@galileelc.org

Stewardship 2017 and Galilee Life
50 For 50
Galilee Lutheran Church Sunday Morning Coffee Hour
As a reminder this gives you an opportunity to be part of Galilee Life
We are looking for 50 individuals, couples, families, Sunday School Parents or a Small Ministry
Group to host the Coffee Hour for the 50 Sundays in the year 2017. You could host one Sunday
during the year, but you certainly could volunteer for more. Ask someone to join you on that Sunday
to help. There is a poster in the Narthex adjacent to the Hospitality Table and you can indicate your
interest for a particular date. Hosting would only include: providing the treats, setting up the table
and clean up following the hospitality hour or after the Second Worship service. The table should
be set up by 8:45 am as Hospitality Hour begins following the First Worship service. (Or if you
attend the First Service you could set up prior to 8:00 am). Coffee preparation will be taken care of
by the Hospitality Ministry Team.
What a wonderful way to be part of the Galilee Life as Hospitality Hour is such a great part of our
Sunday mornings together to share in conversation, Christian love and Community.
Susan Keller and Barb Barthel – Stewardship Ministry

February Health & Wellness
Galilee Health and Wellness Gathering meets in the lower level of the
church on the first Thursday of each month, beginning at 9 :15 am
beginning with sitting exercises.
At 10 am we have a program on health issues or other interests the group
requests. This is open to all of the congregation and friends.
On Thursday, February 2, we will have a speaker from the Waukesha Women’s Center. Tracy will
tell us about the services that the Women’s Center provides for women who are homeless due to
abuse or other reasons.
Following the one hour program, we will have games that will make you laugh and get your heart
pumping. Homemade soup will be provided by Gail Osterfield.
One of the actions from our December meeting was the decision to share a meal together during the
cold winter months. Last month we had three new members join us. This is another opportunity for
getting out and socializing with members and friends.
This is not a closed group. Everyone in the congregation is invited to attend or just come when the
subject interests you.
- Nancy Rice
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Thoughts on Healing Prayer
Galilee offers the ministry of “Healing Prayer” at all services on the
first full weekend of each month. This is the Lord’s ministry of love
and grace for His people and is carried out by trained healing prayer
lay ministers. During the distribution of Holy Communion, God’s
love, grace and healing power are present in the anointing with
blessed oil and the laying on of hands. Galilee supports the
following affirmations about healing:










The healing ministry of the Gospel is present in the church where and when:
 the Word is proclaimed
 sins are confessed and forgiven
 the Sacraments are administered
 Christians encourage/pray for each other.
All healing comes from God who heals in a variety of ways, from the miraculous to the practical
(prayer, surgery, forgiveness, medicine, rest, proper diet, exercise, counseling, etc.).
Most healing is a process that takes place over time. God promises to be at work in all who
desire to be made whole. The deepest and most far-reaching healing is the healing that comes
through a right relationship with God.
God hears and answers prayer, even though we can’t predict what form the answer will take.
Healing prayer is a ministry to the whole person: spirit, mind, body, and relationships.
Lay ministers anoint and pray for people in obedience to God; they do not heal people.
Healing prayer is a ministry of the whole congregation even though lay ministers carry out the
ministry.

Affirmations edited and adapted from Richard J. Beckman’s Praying for Wholeness and Healing
- Krista Olia

Partnership Message
Back in November, several Galilee members were able to attend and sponsor
a table at the Hope Center’s annual Thanksgiving Dinner. Our members also
contributed several holiday and book-filled baskets donated by Deb Kohler and
Nancy Rice, along with home and garden angel art by Penny Zurn, to assist in
the center’s fundraising efforts at the event. The Thanksgiving Dinner is the
Hope Center’s largest fund raiser every year and is supported by most of the
churches in Waukesha Country. It is always a fun event and provides a
worthwhile opportunity to give, as the monies raised are used to assist the
poor and homeless in the county. Thanks to all who attended and contributed! The Hope Center is
always very appreciative.
- Lynne Diefenbach
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Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Deacon Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2017
John Ruf
Theresa Opie
Doug Dehler
Paige Rudolph and Pete Klatt
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Anne Riegert
Equipping
Worship ~ Open
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson
Administration ~ Ken Klitzke, & Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Doug Krekling
Days off are Friday and Saturday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Feb. 05

Mary Jo Nevermann

Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26
To make a donation of flowers for the worship,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2017 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift!
If you have any questions, please call the
church office at 262-691-2380. Thank you for
your contributions!
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson

We Missed you at the January Bunco Night!
We had a rousing night of Bunco on Saturday, January 14th.
The winners of the coveted prizes were:
Most wins: tied between Nancy Rice & Sally Rudolph
Most losses: Elaine (friend of Doris Stolz)
Most buncos: Barb Barthel
Last bunco: Marv Bednar
If you were there, you know we had great food and a good time! If you weren’t there, well, maybe
you’ll join us next time? We hope so!
- Dianna Bednar
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The Readings

Winter Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Adult & High School Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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February 5

February 19

Isaiah 58:1-9a

Lev 19:1-2. 9-18

Psalm 112:1-9

Psalm 119:33-40

1 Corinthians 2:1-12

1 Corinthians 3:10-11,16-23

Matthew 5:13-20

Matthew 5:38-48

February 12

February 26

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Exodus 24:12-18

Psalm 119:1-8

Psalm 2

1 Corinthians 3:1-9

2 Peter 1:16-21

Matthew 5:21-37

Matthew 17:1-9

