The Galilean Newsletter, February, 2016
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation
“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay
Lent Already?
I always get a chuckle when watching the movie “Ladyhawk” (starring a
young Matthew Broderick) – a fantasy story about a couple in love but who
are cursed never be together in that the woman is only a woman at night but
a hawk during the day, and the man is a human during the day but a wolf at
night. Anyway, “Ladyhawk” is struck by an arrow and Broderick’s character
(a youthful thief “Phillipe Gaston”) is sent to take her to an old monk in the
hills who will know how to help.
But at their first meeting, Phillipe calls up to the monk saying that he has a bird. The monk rejoices,
“Wonderful! Come and bring it and we will feast together!” “No,” says Phillipe, “you can’t eat this
bird.” “Why?” asks the monk, “Is it Lent already?!”
“Is it Lent already?!” I find myself asking the same question. It seems too soon this year. In fact, this
year Lent arrives the earliest that it can, and we will begin that 40-day Season of Lent on February
10th with special worship services (noon & 7pm) on “Ash Wednesday.”
The name for this Church Season “Lent” comes from the olde English word meaning “to lengthen,”
and refers to the lengthening of daylight in the northern hemisphere at this time of year – in other
words, “springtime.” But with Lent beginning so early this year, we may need to use our imaginations
a bit as we long for springtime to arrive. Even Easter this year will arrive before the month of March
is over. (Sing it with me, Bing: “I’m dreaming of a white Easter!”).
Nevertheless, Lent always brings with it the intention for spiritual renewal and growth. This renewal
and growth arises out of the Holy Week knowledge we have of Jesus Christ crucified and raised. In
fact, it is the message of the cross that is the basis for the hope and salvation that is at the heart of
Christian faith.
Given that fact, this year my midweek Lenten focus will be on “The Seven Words from the Cross”
spoken by Jesus. Each Wednesday evening (at 7pm) we will gather for (Holden) Evening Prayer in
the sanctuary and reflect on one of those statements Jesus made as He hung there dying for you
and me, as well as for the whole world. May this “lengthen” our understanding so that we may grow
in, or renew, our awareness of the significance of the Cross in our lives. In that way, may we all have
a “Good Lent!”

Pastor Jay

Lenten Theme & Focus: “The Words from the Cross”
February 10 – Ash Wednesday – “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.”
(Luke 23:34)
February 17 – “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43)
February 24 – “Woman, behold your son.” (John 19:25-27)

“Shrove Tuesday Palm Burning” as LB opening prayer
Due to it falling this year on the night of our monthly Leadership Board meeting (February 9), we will
hold our annual “Shrove Tuesday Palm Burning” only as the opening prayer for that meeting.
Anyone is still welcome to attend this brief ceremony of palm burning -- which will take place in the
courtyard of the lower level. But this year we will not have any meal or fellowship prior to that liturgy
as we have done over the last few years. These ashes will then be used in the Ash Wednesday
services.
Ash Wednesday Services -- February 10
12pm & 7pm
Liturgy of Repentance, Imposition of Ashes, & Holy Communion
Wednesday “Spiritual Formation” Opportunities in Lent
(beginning on February 17)
9am -- Morning Prayer (Sanctuary)
9:30am – Text Study (Gathering Place)
6pm – Simple Supper (Lower Level)
7pm – Holden Evening Prayer – “Words from the Cross” (Sanctuary)

Associate in Ministry, Doug Krekling, Begins at Galilee!
We are delighted with having our “Director of Christian Life,” Doug
Krekling, joining our Galilean staff beginning this month, on
February 1st. Newly consecrated as an “Associate in Ministry,”
Doug comes to us with great gifts and abilities, interest and
enthusiasm, in helping us further develop both programming and
leadership in numerous areas of our congregation’s Christian Life.
As voiced and affirmed at all of our congregational meetings
leading up to Doug’s “call,” coupled with his leadership will be the
membership of the congregation actively participating, being trained, and assuming responsibility for
these various areas of ministry. Each of us is a part of “the body of Christ” (the Church), and our
involvement is a key component in our usefulness to Christ.
Be sure to introduce yourself to Doug and to his wife, Lisa, and do this numerous times so that they
may get to know you. Also, be one of the first to offer your help as Doug gets oriented and focused
on our part of Christ’s ministry together.
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Installation Service for Doug Krekling – February 21
A formal “Rite of Installation” for Doug Krekling, AIM, will take place at both of the Sunday services
on February 21st. Our Synodical Bishop, Jeff Barrow, will be present to both preach and preside at
the Installation as Doug formally assumes the Call to be our “Director of Christian Life.” A reception
is being planned, and will take place after the 10:30 am service. We are truly blessed by the Spirit
guiding us together for ministry. We look forward to sharing this very special occasion with the whole
Galilean community.
Many “Thanks!” go to the whole DCL Search Team who spent lots of time prayerfully listening to the
congregation’s evaluation and needs, reworking the job description, reviewing resumes, conducting
interviews, and following the leading of the Holy Spirit that brings us to this special time in our
congregational life. We would like to recognize again the participants on this Team: Co-chairs Pete
Klatt and Ellen Piotroski; Barb Barthel, Shelly Dohlby, Alyssa Olson, Cari Wallenfang, Tyler Kiser,
Kelly Longhini, Abbie Papka, Heather Evans, Lisa Brooks-Rashka, Kevin Dethloff, and Pastor Jay.
Thank you!
El Salvador Delegation Shares Experience
Our nine Galileans who traveled to El Salvador last November had their first opportunity to talk about
that experience at an Adult Forum in January. Our Partnership Relationship with the “Monsignor
Romero” congregation in El Salvador is vital to us, as are our partnerships with the Ndoombo Parish
in Tanzania and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Milwaukee.
Be sure to chat with any of the delegation, and especially if you were not able to be present for the
forum. These relationships are ongoing, and your involvement is key to the blessings they can be for
all involved.

Fall 2015 Delegation: (Left to right: Mary Dehler, Steve & Kevin Dethloff, Doug Dehler, Barb
Barthel, Marv Bednar, Pastor Jay, Todd & Kaye Doenier, and Hailey & Kim Kiser.
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Meet our Newest Members

Sunday School

We are truly blessed to be receiving a number
of New Members to Galilee over these first
couple of months of the year. Please be sure to
introduce yourselves to:

It was good to be back to Sunday School in
January following the holiday break. Missed the
Sunday morning singing time with Pastor Jay
and the class excitement. The kids love the
songs and really get into it. Join us; you would
enjoy it.

CHARLOTTE MEYER
and

It is so fun to walk through the Sunday School
areas and see the children engaged in a story,
viewing a DVD, doing an activity or engaged in
conversation. Take a minute sometime to see
the children in action. They would love to share
with you what they are doing and learning. The
classes would love to have you “Be our Guest”.
Stop in join a class and see what is happening
with our children as they learn from the great
curriculum Galilee provides. Each Sunday
focuses on a different theme. We again thank
all of the teachers, shepherds and staff who
make this such a wonderful time.
We thank all the children who provided
toothbrushes to be used during the Mission of
Healing in El Salvador during February. We will
collect toothbrushes through Feb. 7th.

SUSAN AND CHRIS TROTIER, Ian & Amara
Welcome, dear sisters and brothers in Christ!

Galilee Go-Getters

On Thursday, February 11th, we will have a
Valentine’s Party with pizza and ice cream
sundaes! See you there!
On Wednesday, February 24th we will be
serving the Lenten meal prior to the Worship
Service.
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On February 14th there will be a MultiGenerational (Cross+) Gathering for all
members of Galilee. We encourage children,
parents and all members to come and be part of
this event being held at 9:15 am. We will begin
with singing with Pastor Jay in the Sanctuary
and move to Fellowship Hall to work together,
interact, and be part of the planned activities.
The theme is “Love” and should be a fun time.
We need everyone’s support to truly have these
Multi-Generational events. What a great way to
get to know each other, build relationships and
continue to celebrate “Galilee Life: Be in it!
Those of us within the Sunday School ministry
at Galilee thank you for your support and enjoy
having the opportunity of sharing our gifts,
abilities and talents with the children. Consider
where and how you can become involved.
Barb Barthel
Sunday School

Teaming Up in Mission
Teaming Up in Mission
with the Coffee Farmers and the
Mt. Meru Coffee Project
Effective immediately and continuing through December of this year, we have a
unique opportunity to add to our "Coins for Kids" monthly offerings!
When you purchase a 12 oz. bag of regular or decaf coffee or a 10 oz. bag of
flavored coffee, $1.00 of the $10.00 price will go toward helping the childrens'
missions in our three partnership congregations!
Why? - You ask? The Coffee Project is trying to create awareness in 64 other ELCA synods who
may not know of the Coffee Project, its mission, and how they can possibly utilize Mt. Meru Coffee to
support their congregational missions. In November, when the coffee ambassadors meet locally, we
hope to share some wonderful stories about these missions.
Coffee is on display and for sale whenever the church is open. Questions or requests for a special
flavor to be ordered, can be directed to me or the office. On behalf of the coffee farmers, I thank you
for your past and continuing support!
Kris Reilly
Galilee's Coffee Ambassador, kris9116@yahoo.com
Parting thoughts and words from Mary Mauer:
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8
“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:20.
Effective the end of January, my position as Community Outreach Nurse through
ProHealth Care will come to a close. Change can be very difficult. But the above
Biblical affirmations, one from Hebrews and the other from the gospel of Matthew are the foundation
provided for us upon which to build our faith. Knowing that our unchanging Jesus is the only
constant in our lives makes change not only tolerable, but can open our eyes to the hope of the
future, because Jesus will be with us through whatever happens.
It has been an honor and a privilege to have been adopted into Galilee Lutheran Church. From the
day I began as your Parish Nurse years ago, I was welcomed, loved, and supported. Then, when I
lost my Parish Nurse position, you continued to support me by offering me an office space from
which to do my Community Outreach work while in the Pewaukee area.
Saying “thank you” does not begin to express the heartfelt gratitude I feel. You have invited me into
your church family and your personal families. I have been a part of your happiest times and your
saddest times. I have laughed with you and cried with you. You will be forever engraved into my life
and my heart.
May God continue to bless you as you continue to bless others.
Galilee will be expressing thanks to Mary on Sunday, February 28 at the 10:30 am service.
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Outreach for Hope

Health & Wellness

A Dollar A Day For Poverty
Outreach for Hope celebrates
its 20th Anniversary
This program continues to encourage 40
individuals/families from 40 churches in our
Synod to give $40, or “A Dollar a Day” during
Lent to support the local congregations and
ministries of the Greater Milwaukee Synod
working to be the presence of Christ in the
poorest communities of our Synod. The theme
this year is “In the Midst….Hope! Lenten
Devotions are available and written by
individuals from ministries supported by the
gifts made to Outreach for Hope. They will tell
their stories of faith, hope and community.
Bishop Jeff has written an introduction for the
devotions.

Join us on the first Thursday of each month as
we come together to participate in some topics
that pertain to all of us regarding our personal
well being. We have been able to cover many
topics and are always looking for interesting
subjects to share with the group.

Please sign up for this event in the Narthex.
All contributions should be returned to Galilee
by Easter Sunday, March 27th. Please make
checks payable to Galilee Lutheran Church
with memo indicating “Outreach for Hope” or “A
Dollar A Day for Poverty”

If you have a topic that you would like covered
or know of someone who would be willing to
make a presentation to the group please
contact Nancy Rice at 262-691-9488.

Galilee Book Club
On Monday, February 22,
Galilee Book Club will be
discussing "First Family:
Abigail and John Adams" by
Joseph J Ellis. Abigail and
John Adams were separated
for much of their marriage.
Both of them were prolific
letter writers so their story is
told through their carefully
crafted letters. This in-depth look at their lives
biographically, historically, and romantically
makes compelling reading. We will be meeting
in the Gathering Place at 7 pm. All are
welcome for a lively discussion.
- Sharon Vitek
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We meet from 10:00 – 11:00 am in Fellowship
Hall in the lower level at Galilee. For those who
are interested, we have a stretch/low impact
exercise group that meets at 9:15 am. that
helps us get ready for our day. These are
always exercises you can do at home as well.

Prior to each meeting we will place a reminder
on the bulletin announcement page as to the
date and the subject so you can plan ahead.
We hope that you will find this group of interest
and feel free to invite a friend or another
member of Galilee to join you.
Our February 4th Gathering will be a
presentation by Toni Snyder of Heart Song
Singing regarding Threshold Singers. This is a
group of women who sing to those on the
thresholds of life and death. The Heart Song
Singing group was started about five years ago
and meets monthly at Redeemer United Church
of Christ in Sussex to practice. Singers attend
a variety of Waukesha area churches. This
should be a wonderful enlightening
presentation.

Grief & Loss Ministry

Thank You

Tuesday, January 26th - 6:30 p.m.
at Galilee Lutheran Church
Please join us as we listen, discern and share
ways we can support and comfort each other
through the loss process. This Gathering is not
limited to the loss of a loved one but includes
any loss that affects us emotionally or
physically.
We are in communion with one another to help
and serve each other. Being with others who
have experienced a loss can be very
comforting. We listen, share, comfort and
support each other through the loss process.
We care for each other, understand and pray
for support, healing and strength in our lives.
Your faith and insight may have a profound
impact on our journey of healing.
All are welcome and feel free to invite a friend
or relative to join you. If you know of someone
who might benefit from this Grief and Loss
Gathering please invite them to join us.
Mary Mauer, Barb Barthel and Members of the
Galilee Bereavement Ministry. If you have any
questions, please call Barb Barthel at 262-6910711.

January 4, 2016
Dear Galilee Lutheran Church,
We truly appreciate all that Galilee does for our
Food Pantry. Your consistent donations of food
and money, the use of your building, and the
two great council representatives, Sharon and
Natalie.
Your church is a blessing to the Pewaukee
community.
Sincerely,
Judy Litvin and Karen Semrad
Pewaukee Food Pantry
January 2016
Congregation of Galilee,

Bunco Night!
Saturday, Feb. 20
6:00 pm

Pizza will be served!
Please meet in the Gathering Place following
the Saturday eve worship service. All are
welcome. A free will offering will be taken.

It’s difficult to find the right words to express
how much it meant to me to receive all of your
love and encouragement. Saying thank you is, I
think, a gesture that doesn’t convey my
gratitude as much as I would like it to; a hug
would come much closer (lol), but it is the best
that I can manage to do for the time being. I
hope that all of you and your loved ones have
an extraordinary 2016! Keep taking care of
each other.
Peace and Love,
Tommy Brinkman
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Letter of Acceptance from Doug Krekling
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Ministry Staff Schedules

Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Christian Life ~ Doug Krekling
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2015
President ~ John Ruf
Vice President ~ Theresa Opie
Secretary ~ Naomi Ackley
Members-at-large ~ Doug Dehler &
Janet Praeger
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Open
Equipping
Worship ~ Sally Ruf
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson,
Administration ~ Bill Rudolph, Ken Klitzke, &
Kathy Taylor
Stewardship ~ Susan Keller & Barb Barthel
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Carole Brinkman,
Jeff Dohlby & Jim Olia
Compassion Care ~ Sarah Spencer

Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
Feb. 07

Diane Praeger

Feb. 14
Feb. 21

Colleen Larson

Feb. 28
To make a donation of flowers for the altar,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2016 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift!
Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson
Seth Peikert

February Adult Forum Schedule
Sunday at 9:15 am
February 7: From the "Faithful Citizen" series Bill Braunschweig will lead
Session 5, "Global Health"
February 14: Cross Generational Event
February 21: "Healing Prayer" led by Pastor Jay and Gloriann Gagliano
February 28: From the "Faithful Citizen" series, Bill Braunschweig will lead Session 6, "Civic
Virtue"
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The Readings

Winter Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Ed at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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February 7

February 21

Exodus 34:29-35

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

Psalm 99

Psalm 27

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

Philippians 3:17-4:1

Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]

Luke 13:31-35

February 14

February 28

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Isaiah 55:1-9

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Psalm 63:1-8

Romans 10:8b-13

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Luke 4:1-13

Luke 13:1-9

