The Galilean Newsletter, April, 2015
Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ for all people
through prayer, worship & service.

A center for Ministry and spiritual formation

Christ the Lord is risen today,
Alleluia!
Maundy Thursday, April 2
Worship Service at 7 pm
Good Friday, April 3
Worship services at 12 noon & 7 pm
No Worship Service on Holy Saturday, April 4
Resurrection Sunday, April 5
Worship Services at 8 am & 10:30 am
Easter Breakfast served from 8:45 to 10 am

No Sunday School classes will be held on Easter Sunday.

“Parish the Thought” by Pastor Jay

For Us In April
The Celebration of Life
My wife and I have two granddaughters, and although eight years apart in age they nevertheless
share the very same birthdate – April 2nd. In addition, our son also has a birthday in April. So in a
very special way for our family, the month of April has long been a celebration of life.
For the Church this year (but not next!), April brings with it the major celebration of life that is known
in Jesus’ death and resurrection. On April 3rd we remember the manner in which Jesus was put to
death on the cross. And then on April 5th we recount His victory over “sin, death, and the power of
the devil” (as Martin Luther has said) revealed in Jesus’ rising from the tomb.
At Galilee we look forward to celebrating with you the beginning of the 50 Days of Easter – a time to
experience anew the celebration of life that we are given as we are gathered into Christ crucified and
raised. As the world around us begins budding and bursting forth with springtime life, our hearts and
lives are meant to burst forth as well with joy arising from the implications that Jesus’ death and
resurrection has for us now today.
Each weekend we will look at ourselves and the world through the lens of this key event. Each
weekend we will be mindful of the baptismal identity we now share gathered together in Christ. Each
weekend will be for us a celebration of Life!
Welcome, April!
Pastor Jay

New Members Being Received. Welcome!
In these weeks before and early into the season of Easter, we are
blessed to be welcoming a number of new members to the Galilee
congregation! Pictures and information about these brothers and sisters will appear in the May
newsletter and posted on an information board in the fellowship area. Welcome to all these new
members!
If you also would like to be welcomed into membership, or would like some additional information
about membership, please contact Pastor Jay or the Church office.
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Spiritual Formation Groups
One way to nurture your Christian life and relationship with God is offered through our “Spiritual
Formation Groups.” These groups (of 2-10 people) initially meet together for nine sessions where an
introduction is given to “spiritual formation” and six specific traditions of Christian spirituality. Along
the way, opportunities are given to learn about and experiment utilizing various practices that
support living the faith you hold. In addition, the relationships that are created through this shared
experience provide support and encouragement as you intentionally tend to this important area of
your life. For more information, and to become part of a group, please contact Pastor Jay or the
church office.
Planning for our Annual Church Picnic
Please save Sunday, June 14th from 10:30-3:00 for the annual Galilee Church picnic. It will again
be at Nettesheim Park in Pewaukee. Would you be wiling to help with the planning? Please contact
Ellen Piotrowski at ellen.m.piotrowski@gmail.com or 262-548-3290 or Jody Wille at 262-538-0734.
Keep an eye on future Galileans & Bulletins for more info.
Planning for Vacation Bible School
2015 Vacation Bible School will be in August. We are looking for the following Volunteers:
 Marketing (Flyers, Facebook & website feature article, yard sign, postcards, etc)
 Registration
 Snack Coordinator
 Service Project Coordinator (last year we collected school supplies)
 Craft Coordinator (plan/test crafts, gather supplies - and advertise needed supplies early on)
 Music/Teaching team
 Volunteer Coordinator (arrange small groups/shepherds, station leaders)
 Shepherds (we have needed at least 2 per group, and generally have 3-4 age groups)
 Game Team
 Event Photographer
More information will follow in the May newsletter.
New Church Directory – Your current photos are requested!
We are in the process of creating a new Church Directory that will soon be available to you online
through our website as well as in printed form to those who request one. In addition to making sure
that your current contact information is correct, sending your picture for the directory can be
accomplished in two ways:
Submit your own picture (email it in JPEG format) to the office,
galilee@galileelc.org. Please send a digital photo of you or your entire
family with the highest resolution possible and a neutral (non distracting)
background. In other words, you have the option of taking your own
picture with your smartphone or digital camera, and email it to the
church office
Or have your picture taken at church by one of our volunteers. You may request this option
also through the church office by calling 262-691-2380.
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CYF Director Update
With the unexpected and sudden departure of Christine Shander as our Director of Children, Youth
& Family Ministry, we are now in the process of assessing, evaluating, and taking the steps
necessary to address this important area here at Galilee.
First of all, we would like to thank all of you who planned and provided the very nice farewell event
for Christine on March 22. As she has said, it is not without some heartache that she leaves to take
this new position elsewhere. A good expression of appreciation was given.
Now, before we begin interviewing new candidates for this position, here at Galilee we will need to
allow time for some conversation together about our future hopes and desires for this staff position.
We will also need to evaluate what role each of us plays in empowering such a staff person in this
area of ministry. Once adequate opportunity is given for such conversation and evaluation, an
Interview Team will be selected, and a process for searching and interviewing such candidates will
be established.
We will do our best to keep you informed as we move through the process. Please keep the
congregation and these candidates in your prayers as all of this takes place. Thank you also for
making this, and all the aspects of ministry at Galilee, stronger with both your personal and financial
support.
Help Us Stay Connected With You!
Having good communication in a church is always a challenge, as in any organization. Here are
some ways you can help us stay connected with you:







Make sure we have your current contact information. (A call to the church office will confirm this.)
When the monthly Galilean Newsletter arrives at your home please read it!
Go to our church webpage: www.galileelc.org and periodically check out the information posted
there. Have you noticed its recent update?
From the Galilee front page, click on the “Join Galilee’s Email List” and fill in the information
there so that you can receive the weekly e-Newsletter as well as emergency and other important
notifications.
Go to the “Galilee Lutheran Church” Facebook page and “like” us in order to receive news,
pictures, and important notifications.

Help us help you to stay informed.
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Galilee Life: Be in it!
You will notice this theme throughout the year. It’s not just a catchy phrase, it also expresses both
the opportunities and the part that each of us plays in living into the ministry we share at Galilee. Let
this encourage you further, and be a way to encourage others. “Galilee Life” Be in it!”
GIFTS FROM GOD TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Baptism
Holy Communion
Jesus
Resurrection
Salvation
Everlasting Life
Forgiveness
Grace
Love
Mercy
Faith
GIFTS TO GOD FROM THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Blessings
Thanksgiving
Sharing
Share from your life the gifts that God has given you









Think about your talents and abilities and offer to help in one of Galilee’s ministry areas.
Check the Sunday announcements and the Galilean for opportunities and what Galilee offers
and try a new faith experience in the area of worship, education, Spiritual Formation Group,
serving related, invitation or interaction
Review your monetary gifts and make a greater commitment to share them with Galilee and the
work that is being done here
Call someone on the telephone who you haven’t seen at church for a while
Say “hi”, and talk with someone after the service who you haven’t talked with for a while
Ask the Sunday School kids what they are learning and have them share a story. Offer to help
with Sunday School, VBS, our youth programs and Godly play
Take that step of faith and become involved
God has equipped and called each of us to make a difference in the world!

Easter Breakfast on Sunday, April 5th
It's That Time Again!
The Easter morning pancake breakfast to be held between services
on Sunday, April 5th. Serving will begin at 8:45 and continue until 10
am.
As always, there will be a sign up board in the narthex for anyone who may wish to contribute
any food items or refreshments listed.
We will be doing the setup on the previous Saturday beginning at 1 pm, so your help with that
project would be greatly appreciated. Just show up!! We will also need volunteers to help serve
on Easter morning.
If you have any questions please call Darryl or Carol Gust at 262-691-2329.
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Goodbye from Christine
Dear Galilee family,
It is with a heavy heart that I write to you that I am leaving Galilee. It
was not an easy decision, nor was it a quick decision, but I am trying to
be faithful to the direction I feel led.
Over the past two years, I have been tasked with walking alongside
this faith community, as it strives to fulfill baptismal promises to nurture faith within our community’s children and youth. It has been both a fun and challenging call. I have felt God’s hand on the
ministry and the people surrounding it over the past two years. I hope and pray that these ministries continue to grow and thrive!
I have many fond memories of Galilee life: serving with the youth in North Carolina and Colorado,
watching the children wonder about God in the growing Godly Play ministry, playing with Angry
Bird slingshots and Legos at Vacation Bible School, carving pumpkins and building gingerbread
houses, serving meals with families at St. Paul’s, hearing the Confirmands connect Bible passages
with life experiences, sharing in late night faith conversations and being anointed by our high
school seniors during the prayer time at winter retreat.
So, friends, it is with a heavy heart that I say good bye. I want to thank you for these past two
years of ministry, for welcoming me as a part of your family and sharing your lives and faith with
me. It has been a joy to walk with you. I have been blessed by the relationships I’ve developed
here, as well as the opportunities to grow in my own faith and ministry.
Grace and Peace,
Christine Shander

LUTHERAN A CAPPELLA CHOIR
SPRING CONCERT
“Come Before His Presence With a Song” is the theme of the Lutheran A Cappella Choir of
Milwaukee’s Spring Concert that will take place on Sunday, May 3 rd at 3:00 pm at St. Matthew’s Ev.
Lutheran Church, 1615 Wauwatosa Ave., Wauwatosa. One of the featured works on the concert is
J.S. Bach’s Cantata #150, “Nach dir, Herr, verlanget mich” accompanied by instrumental ensemble.
Another is a beautiful and exciting setting of Psalm 100, “Jubilate”, by British composer Bob Chilcott.
The audience will be invited to join the choir on two selections; “O Love of God, How Strong and
True”, and a wonderful new setting of “Beautiful Savior” by Michael Burkhardt.
Tickets are $15.00 general admission, $12.00 for seniors and students, and may be purchased from
the choir’s website, www.lutheranacappella.org, or at the door. A reception will follow the concert.
The Lutheran A Cappella Choir of Milwaukee is a volunteer group of Christian singers that employs
the finest sacred music from all centuries to convey the message of our Triune God.
6

El Salvador Mission of Healing and Wellness, February 2015
The following is a summary of the Mission of Healing trip taken by Pastor Tom & Gail Osterfield and
Barb Barthel from Galilee, along with several other delegates from the Greater Milwaukee Synod.


Four days of “outdoor clinics” with 80-90 degree days and a gentle breeze. The clinics were held
in the courtyard of the Salvadoran Lutheran Synod offices.



632 patients participated in the clinics.



22 people were part of the Mission of Healing Delegation with huge numbers of Salvadorans
helping out.



35 University students assisted with translation throughout the week.



The waiting area offered music, fun and some classes such as natural medicine.



Three Doctors and four nurses in the Delegation along with Salvadoran Medical personnel.



“Readers” were available for patients with vision problems.



The Pharmacist and pharmacy helpers were available to dispense a large number of medicines
that were either purchased in El Salvador or brought with us.



Craft and art supply items were provided for children and adults as they used their creative
talents.



Fluoride applications were available for the children along with toothbrushes for them and the
adults as well.



The Spiritual Healing area provided pastoral prayers and counseling, massages, blessing of the
hands and prayers and reflexology. In this area the pocket crosses were given as gifts to the
patients.



An area was provided for stress reduction exercises and a MOH and Salvadoran Counselor were
available to address domestic violence.



The Salvadorans talked of HIV/AIDS, teen pregnancy and the use of condoms which were
dispensed.



A Delegation evening Ash Wednesday service and evening opportunities for reflection time.



Pr. Tom and Gail and Barb, along with two others from our delegation were able to worship at
Galilee’s Sister Parish Congregation, Los Martires, in the community of Monsenor Romero. We
also accompanied Pr. Martir and his wife, Rosa Elvira as we worshipped in Guillermo Ungo and El
Chipilte two additional congregations that Pr Martir ministers to. At El Chipilte Pr. Tom delivered
the sermon.



We visited the home of Maria Eufracia Abrego, a Los Martires member, who is very ill and we
prayed and shared in a laying of hands. She has been on the Galilee prayer list for some time.



We brought back kind and gracious greetings of love from the members of our Sister Parish
Congregation.



The last day of the visit was spent at a lovely hotel on the beach as we walked, talked and relaxed
before our return home.
Consider being part of this delegation in February, 2016.
Pastor Tom and Gail Osterfield, Barb Barthel
Mission of Healing and Wellness Galilee participants
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Connecting Ministries Team
Special thanks to Carol Gust & Sharon Vitek for organizing a Bunco/Pizza night
on March 7th. Winners that night were: Sue Knutson, Kyle Knutson, Mary Winter,
Emily Jansen, and Mike Bohlmann.

UPCOMING EVENTS!!
FISH FRY at BULLWINKLE’S (formerly Zorbas)
Friday, May 1 at 6:00 pm
20290 W. Bluemound Rd (just east of Barker Rd) Brookfield, WI
Cod; Fried or Broiled, $13.95 + tax & tip
Contact Darryl or Carol Gust 262-691-2329 with questions
Reservations needed by Sunday, April 26th
BUNCO/TAILGATE EVENT
Saturday, May 15th at 6:00 pm
Indoor tailgating
Everyone is welcome. Sign up across from the Library.
A free will offering will be taken
If you would like to contribute a dessert, please contact the Knutson family at
691-9409
“Into the Woods”
Sunday June 7, 2015 2:00 at the Skylight Music Theatre.
(Pastor Jay & Julie’s daughter, Natalie, will be playing the role of Cinderella)

GALILEE CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday, June 14th 10:30-3:00
Nettesheim Park in Pewaukee
Are you willing to help?
Contact Ellen Piotrowski - ellen.m.piotrowski@gmail.com,
262-548-3290
or Jody Wille at 262-538-0734
Watch future Galileans & Bulletins for more info
FAMILY CAMPING
Save Friday July 17th for an overnight campout for families, couples, singles – everyone!!
Friday 5:00 supper until Saturday afternoon
Ottawa Lake Campgound, Kettle Moraine State Forest, Southern Unit
More details to follow
Dianna Bednar (262-691-1393) and Sally Rudolph (262-255-4274)
Co-coordinators – Connecting Ministry Team
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El Salvador Delegation

RiverWalk for Breast Cancer

An Upcoming Trip:

Saturday, May 2, 2015

November 14-20, 2015

Frame Park, Waukesha

There is still time for you to be part of this
Delegation! This is an opportunity to see how
God is at work in El Salvador and our Sister
Congregation and how we accompany our
brothers and sisters in their lives. We travel to
have these special experiences and meet our
dear friends in Christ.
Be part of the Sister Parish relationship we are
blessed to have at Galilee. Please let me know
if you have an interest and want to be part of
the Delegation.
May 1st is the deadline and a $100 deposit is
due. Contact Barb Barthel at
barb@galileelc.org or 262-691-0711.

The annual RiverWalk for Breast Cancer will be
held at Frame Park in Waukesha on Saturday,
May 2, 2015. Galilee once again is forming a
team to support this event. This is a great way
for people of all ages to participate in a
worthwhile community event. Registration fee is
$25, which includes a team T-shirt. Please
contact Nonye or Roger Weiland for entry forms
or more information, 262-691-3091 or
reweiland@hotmail.com. There is also a sign up
sheet in the church narthex.

Health and Wellness

Galilee Book Club

The Galilee Health and Wellness
Team presents:

The Galilee Book Club
meets Monday, April 27 in
the Gathering Place at
7:00 pm. We will be
discussing 'Garden
Spells" by Sara Addison
Allen. A story set in a
small town in North
Carolina. It centers
around the Waverly family
and their walled in garden
with an apple tree that
seems to have mystical
powers. Claire Waverly, a caterer, and her
estranged sister come to accept their families’
strange garden legacy. Join us for lively
conversation; there is always room for new
voices.

A Coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall,
Lower Level
A continuation of the Health
Education “Stepping Out” workshop
May 7th, from 10 to 11 am
All are welcome!

- Sharon Vitek
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Those Who Serve
Ministry Staff
Pastor ~ Rev. Jay A. Ford
Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries~
Christine Shander
Financial Assistant ~ Karen Streit
Administrative Assistant ~ Jane Kaufman
Music Director ~ Paul Thorgaard
Accompanists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht and
Vince LaTona
Leadership Board Members ~ 2015
President ~ John Ruf
Vice President ~ Theresa Opie
Secretary ~ Naomi Ackley
Members-at-large ~ Doug Dehler & Janet Praeger
Treasurer ~ Chris Rudolph
Ministry Coordinators
Welcoming
Hospitality ~ Lynne Diefenbach & Gail Osterfield
Mentoring ~ Mary Dehler
Connecting ~ Dianna Bednar & Sally Rudolph
Equipping
Worship ~ Sally Ruf
Christian Education & Youth ~ Alyssa Olson,
Andrea Smith
Administration ~ Bill Rudolph
Stewardship ~ Open
Sending
Partnerships & Global-Gifting ~ Barb Barthel,
Carole Brinkman, and Jeff Dohlby
Compassion Care ~ Susan Knutson & Sarah Spencer

Ministry Staff Schedules
Pastor Jay
Day off is Monday
Church Office
8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday
Office Closed on Friday

Galilee Altar Flowers
April 05
April 12

Tom & Kathy Hyslop

April 19

Praeger family

April 26

Paul & Eileen Hintze

To make a donation of flowers for the altar,
please contact the church office or sign up on
the 2015 Alter Flower chart in the narthex.
Thank you for your gift!

Joshua Acord
Mike Anderson
Jeremy Fossier
Tim Gilestad
Bill Groth
Morgan Mosher
Andrew Richardson
Seth Peikert

Annual SOPHIA Prayer Breakfast

Saturday, April 25, 2015, 8:30 am.
Carroll University Center for Graduate Studies
(2140 Davidson Road, Waukesha)
Ticket price donation $30.00
Rep. JoCasta Zamarripa will be the guest speaker
In the past, a number of Galilee members have attended this Breakfast to hear about what has
taken place throughout the year and be uplifted in social justice by the keynote speaker.
There will also be a Silent Auction. If you are interested in attending please contact Carole
Brinkman at 262-691-4074 or Barb Barthel at 262-691-0711 for tickets.
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The Readings

Spring Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Christian Education at 9:15 am
Holy Communion is served at all services
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April 5

April 19

Acts 10:34-43

Acts 3:12-19

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Psalm 4

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

1 John 3:1-7

Mark 16:1-8

Luke 24:36b-48

April 12

April 26

Acts 4:32-35

Acts 4:5-12

Psalm 133

Psalm 23

1 John 1:1-2:2

1 John 3:16-24

John 20:19-31

John10:11-18

